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LETTER XXXJL 



Migh-ttrtet^ Oxford^n^Drm of the Qw- 
mam.^Chria Ckn^rck ffalkr--jEmr Ba^ 

— Trimiy»—Nesp C^U^e.-^Saiwt JohnX 
— Mode (f LhAfg ^ the CoUegf8.^^Sem^ 
ton* — Stmmer Ugitm^* 

D. has a relation at pne of the colleges, 
to whom he dispatched a note immediate- 
ly upon our arrival. By the time tea was 
lioadj he was with us. It must be admit- 
ted^ that though the Eogtish are in general 
inhospitable towards foreigners, no people 
can be more courteous to those who are 

VOXi. II. B 
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properly introduced. The young studeni 
told us that he should show us the Univer* 
sity with as much pleasure as we could see 
it; for he had abstained from visiting 
many things himself^ till he should have 
a lion to take with him. Upon enquiring 
the meaning of this strange terro^ I found 
that I was a lion myself; it is the name 
for a stranger in Oxford.^ 

The High-street^ in which our inn is 
situated^ is said to be the finest street in 
Europe. The Calle de Alcala is longer^, 
broader^ straighter^ and^ were the trees in 
the Prado of^ tolerable size> would have a 
finer termination. In point of fine build- 
ings, I should suppose no street can be 
compared with this ; but the whole cannot 
be seen at once, because it is not suffici-^ 
ently straight. 

' The dress of the collegians is pictures- 
que ; that which the great body of students 
wear is not unlike that of a secular priest. 
The cap is square, worn diagonally, co- 
vered with black cloth, and has a silk tas* 
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%el in the middle : noblemen have the taa* 
"sel of gold. It is graceful^ bat inconve- 
Dient> being of no use against sun^ wind^ 
or rain • Every degree has its distinguishing 
habit; they are not numerous^ and all are 
of the same colour. I was the more sen- 
sible of the beauty df this collegiate co»- 
tume^ as cloaks are not worn in this coun- 
try : there are no monastics^ and the cler- 
gy are not to be distinguished from the 
laity ; so that there is a total want of dra-> 
pery in the dress of Englishmen every 
where^ except in the universities. 

We went after tea to a walk belonging 
to the college of Christ Churchy a fouii^ 
dation of the inmous Wolsey^ who thus 
made some compensation to literature^ 
and^ as be thought, to the church, for the 
injury which he had done them. The 
foundation has been greatly increased; — 
it has a modem square, finely built, with a 
modern gateway leading to it ; but modern 
buildings are not in keeping with the mo- 
niistic character of the place. Oar mo^ 
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aanteries^ indeed^ are rarely or neter id 
^eandfiil as these coUeges : these are light- 
.er^ without bekig the less venerable in ap* 
pearance^ aotd have that propriety about 
them which characterizes every diing Eng- 
-lisfa^ The greater part of Christ Chiirch 
college is antient; nothing can be finer 
than the great, gateway, the great square^ 
•and the open ascent to the refectcNry^ though 
the gretft square is id^based by a little mi* 
seittble ifountain of green and stinking wa- 
ter in the 'centre^ so {Mttful^ that the ta^ 
mous Maimeki of Brussels night well be 
placed in the midst of it^ as the appropri* 
ate god of the puddle. 

The walk belonging to this college is 
truly beautiful : a long avenue of fine old 
elms, whose boughs form a perfect arch 
in the vista, well exemplifying the bypo^ 
4hesis, that Ootbic church architecture 
was designed to imitate the places where 
ibe Pagan Goths worshipped in the forest. 
At ftbe termination of the walk a narrowier 
way ifiends/ofl^ and winds rousld a large 



THE 181t. A 

• 

meadow by the side of the Isis, a river u 
much celebrated by the English poets^ at 
the Mondego by the Portogoese. Nothing 
eoiild be conceived more cheerful than the 
scene: a number of pleasure-boats were 
gliding in all directions upon this clear and 
rapid stream ; some with spread sails; in 
otheift the caps and tassels of the students 
formed a curious contrast with their em» 
ploymentattheoar. Many of the smaller 
boats had only a single person in each ; and 
in some of these he sat face forward^ lean- 
ing back as in a chair, and plying with 
both hands a donble-bladed oar in alternate 
strokes, so that his motion was like the 
path of a serpent. Oue of these canoes 
is> I was assured^ so exceedingly light, 
fliat a man can carry it ; but few persons 
are skilful or venturous enough to use it. 
Just where the river approaches nearest to 
the city, an old indented bridge stretches 
across, and a little fall cuts off all commu^ 
nication by boats with the upper part. 
Seyeial smaller bridges over branches of 



Q LBTTEB XXXII. 

the river were in sights on some of wbieb. 
bouses are built. On on^ of tbese former— 
ly stood ibe study of Roger Bacon^ tbe ce*. 
lebrated Franciscan. It was said^ tbat 
whenever a wiser than be should pass un-. 
der it^ it would fall upon bis bead. I know 
not whether he who ordered its demolition 
was under any personal apprehensions^ but 
it has been pulled down> not many years 
ago. It might have stood another millen- 
nium before the prediction would have 
been accomplished. 

Our land view was not less interestingj, 
nor less cheerful^ than tbat towards the 
water. The winding walk was planted 
with trees well disposed in groups^ and all 
flourishing in a genial soil and climate: 
some poplars among them are of remark* 
able growth. Here the students were seen 
in great numbers; some with flowing, 
gowns^ others having rolled them up be<- 
bipd^ others again with the folds gathered 
up and flung loosely over the arm. Spires^ 
and towers^ and piniuicleSj wd tbe great 
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^ome of the Ra^cliffe library/ appeared 
ovexthe high elms. The banks of Ilyssus^- 
and the. groves of Academus^ could never 
have presented a sight more beautiful. 

We. walked till nine o'clock was anr 
nounced by . Great Tom^ as the bell of 
Christ Church college is called : probably 
the last bell in. the kingdom which has 
^en baptized. It is of great siz^ and its 
tone full and sonorous. This is the sqpp.eF< 
hour .iu the colleges^ after which the gates 
are shut. The names of those students 
who return late are taken down> and re- 
ported to the master ; and if the irregu-' 
larity be often repeated^ the oiFender. re* 
ceiyes a reprimand. .Order seems to be 
maintained here without severity ; I heard 
no complaint of discipline from the young, 
men^ and the tutors on their part have a& 
little reason to be displeased. 

The next morning when I awoke^ so 
many bells were chiming for church ser- 
vice^ that for a while I wondered where I 
was, and could not immediately believQ 
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myself to be ID Ciiglaiid. We breakfuced 
with our fellow^traveHer at Lmcolo. This- 
is a Binall and gloomy college; but ow 
. friend's apartmenta far e:2tceeded in oos^- 
Tenience and propriety^ luoy which I have 
ever seen in a convent* The tea-ketito 
ins kept boiling on a diafiog-^dish ; the 
bpttet of thiB place is remarkably good ; 
and we had each a little loaf set before ns^ 
ealled by the singular name of George 
Brown.* One man^wbom they call a 
scout^ waits upon the residents ; another is- 
tbe bed-maker. Service is performed in 
the chapels twice every day, at seven in 
the morning, and at five in the afternoon* 
The fellows lose their fellowships if they 
marry. It is surprising that so much of 
the original institution should still be pre- 
served. A figure of the devil formerly 
stood upon this college ; why placed there 
I have not learnt; but it is still a prover- 

* George Bruno, probably some kind of roll so 
called from its first maker, like the Sally Lud of 
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bial phrase to say of one who shows dis- 
pleasure in his countenance^ that he looki^ 
like the devil over Lincoln. Another col- 
lege here has the whimsical ornament of a 
brazen nose on its gateway^ from which it 
deriTes its name. 

At ten o'clock the students go to their 
tiiioi> and continue with him an hour. At 
eleven therefore we called upon D.'s re^ 
lation at Baliol colleffe^ which^ though not 
large^ nor of the handsomest ordeo is 
very neat^ and has of late received many 
improvementSj in perfectly good taste. 
The refectory is newly built^ in the Gothic 
style; nothing can be less ornamented^ 
yet nothing seems to need ornament less. 
There are four long tables, with benches 
for the students and bachelors. The fel- 
low's table is on the dais at the upper end ; 
their chairs are, beyond comparison, the 
easiest in which I ever sate down, though 
made entirely of wood : the seats are slight- 
ly concave from side to side.; I know not 

b2 
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how else to describe their peculiarity of 
construction^ yet some thought and sonie 
experience must have been requisite to 
have attained to their perfection of easi- 
ness^ and there may be a secret in the form 
which I did not discover. The chapel has 
some splendid windows of painted glass : 
in one^ which represents the baptism of 
Queen Candace's eunuch^ the pearl in the 
Ethiop's ear was pointed out to me as pe- 
culiarly well executed. 

Our friend told us that Cranmer and 
Latimer were burnt before the gateway of- 
this college, in bloody Queen Mary's days/ 
by which name they always designate the 
sister of the bloody Elizabeth. I could 
not refrain from observing that these per- 
secutors only drank of the same cup which 
they had administered to others, and re- 
minded him of the blessed John Forrest,' 
at whose martyrdom these very men had ' 
assisted as promoters, when he and the 
image of Christ were consumed in the 
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same fire I It is truly astonishing to see 
how ignorant the English are of their own 
ecclesiastical history. 

From hence we went to the adjoining 
college^ which is dedicated to the Holy 
Trinity, The gardeii here is remarkable 
for a wall of yew^ which encloses it on 
three sides^ cut into regular pilasters and 
compartments. D. cried out ag^ainst it^ 
bat I should lament if a things which is 
so perfect in its kind^'and which has been 
raised with so many years of care — indeed^ 
so many generations — were to be destroyed, 
because it. does not syit with the modern 
improved taste in gardening. You would 
hardly conceive that a vegetable wall could 
be so close and impervious, still less, that 
any thing so unnatural could be so beau- 
tiful as this really is. We visited the 
gardens of two other colleges. In those 
of New College, the college arms were 
formerly cut in box, and the alphabet 
grew round them ; in another compart- 
ment was a suu-dial in box, set round with 

8 
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true lovers' kbots. These have been de- 
stroyed^ more easily as well as mote ra« 
pidljr than they were formed ; bat as no- 
thing beautiful has been substituted in 
their places^ it had been better if they had 
suffered these old oddities to have remain* 
ed. One proof of their predecessors' whifU'* 
sical taste has however been permitted to 
stand ; a row of trees^ ev^ry one of which 
has its lower branches grafted into its nn% 
neighbour, so that the whole are in this 
way united. The chapel here is the most 
beautifid thing in the university : it was 
repaired about ten years ago : and when 
the workmen were preparing the wall to 
set up a new altar*piece, they discovered 
the old one, which had been plastered up 
in the days of fanaticism, and which, to 
the honour of the modem architect, is said 
to have differed little in design from thai 
which he was about to have erected in its 
place. The whole is exquisitely beautiful ; 
yet I have heard Englishmen say that 
sew Gothic, and even old Gothic dust 
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renovated, never produces the same effect 
as the same building would do^ with the 
mellowed colourings the dust^ and the 
cmmbliness of aget The colourings they 
say, is too uniform^ wanting the -stains 
which time would give it : the stone too 
shaijs too fresh from the chisel.' This is 
the aiere prejudice of old Habits. They 
object with better reason to a Gothic or- 
gan, so shaped that a new painted window 
can be seen through it^ as in a frame : m 
device fitter for stage effect than for a ch 
pel. The window itself, which is exceed* 
ingly beautiful, was designed by Sir Joshua 
Beynolds, the great English master. 

The other garden to which we were led, 
was that of St John's ; it is laid out in the 
modern taste, with a grass lawn, wind* 
ing walks, and beds of flowers and flower* 
ing shrubs. High elms, apparently co- 
eval with the building itself, grow in its 
front, the back looks into the garden ; and 
this view is that which I should select, of 
all others, as giving the best idea of the 
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beauty and character of the English col- 
leges. * 

We dined with our friend at Baliol^ in 
the refectory. Instead of assembling diere 
at the gracej we went into the kitchen, 
where each person orders his own mess 
from what the cook has provided^ every 
thing having its specific price* T(ie ex- 
penses^of the week are limited to a certain 
sum^ and if this be exceeded the trans- 
gressor is reprimanded. I was well pleased 
at this opportunity of becoming acquaints 
ed with the ceconomy of the colleges-* The 
scene itself was curious : the kitchen was 
as large as that of a large convent ; the 
grate of a prodigious size^ because roast 
meat is the chief food of the English ; it 
was so much shallower than any which I 
had seen in private families^ as to consume 
comparatively but little coal ; and the bars, 
contrary to the usual practice^ placed per- 
pendicularly. The cook's knife was nearly 
as long as a small sword, and it bent like 
a foilt The students order their messes ac- 
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cotding to seniority : but this custom was 
waived ia our friend's favour, in courtesy 
to us as strangers. Every thing was served 
with that propriety which is peculiar to 
the EngKsh ; we ate off pewter, a relic of 
old customsi and drank from silver cups. 

I observed that the person wbo waited 
onus wore a gown, and had the appearance 
of a gentleman. On enquiry, I learnt 
that he was one of a class called servitors, 
who receive their education gratuitously, 
and enjoy certain pensions on condition of 
tolling the bell, waiting at table, and per- 
forming other m^ial offices. They are 
the sons of parents in low life, and are thus 
educated for the inferior clergy. When 
we talked upon this subject, D. said that 
be felt unpleasantly at caUing to a man as 
well educated as himself, and of manners 
equally good, to bring him a piece of bread 
or a cup of beer. To this it was rephed, 
that these persons, being humbly bom, 
feel no humiliation in their office ; that in 
fact it is nooe, but rather ah advancement 
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in life ; that this was the tenure on whic]» 
they held situations which were certainly 
desirable^ and enjoyed advantages which 
would not else have been within thcsv 
reach ; and that many eminent men in the 
English churchy among others the presenib 
primate himseU> had risen from this hupx- 
ble station* 

After dinner we adjourned to our friend*» 
rooms. A small party had been invited to 
meet us : wine was seidn the table in rea-* 
diness^ and fruit handed round. Tbis^ it 
seems^ is the regu W way of passing the 
afternoon. The chapel bell rung at five 
for evening service;. some of our party, 
left us at this suQunons; others remained^ 
being permitted to absent themselves occa* 
sionally ; a relaxation easily granted where 
attendance is looked upon as a mere mat* 
ter of form^ not as an act of religion. 

Tea was served as in a private family^, 
the English never dispensing with this 
meal. We then walked outj and ascend- 
ing a hill close to the city^ ei\joyed a mag* 
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^iBiiicent prospect of its towers and trees 
and winding waters. About ten there be- 
gan one of the most glorioas illuminations 
which it is possible to conceive^ — far more 
so than the art of man can imitate. The 
day had been unusually hot, and the sum- 
mer lightning was more rapid and more 
vivid than I had ever before seen it. 
We remained till midnight in the great 
street, watching it as it played over the 
bridge and the tower of St Magdalen's 
church. The tower, the bridge, the trees, 
and the long street were made as dis;iinct 
as at nooiHday, only without the colourt 
of day, and with darker shadows^ — the 
diadows, indeed, being utterly black. The 
lightning came not in flashes, but in sheets 
of flame, quivering and hanging in the 
sky with visible duration. At times ir 
seemed as if the heavens had opened to the 
right and left, and permitted a momenta- 
ry sight of the throne of fire. 
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Reform in the Examinations at Oxford.'^ 
iiothing bvt Divinity studied there,--^ 
Tendency towards the Catholic Faith 
hng continued there. — New Edifices. — : 

, The Bodleian.^ The Schools. 

€ 

School and college are not united in the 
English universities. Students are not ad-, 
mitted till their school education is com-, 
pleted^ which is usually between the age 
of seventeen and nineteen. Four years 
are then to be passed at college before the 
student can graduate ; and till he has gra-t. 
duated he cannot receive holy orders, nor, 
till he has attained the age of twenty-two^ 
years and a hfilf. Formerly they went, 
younger : the statutes forbid them to play 
^t certain games in the streets^ which ar^ 
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exclusively the amusement of children; 
but when the statutes were made^ there 
were few other schools. The examina* 
tioos preparatory to graduation were, till 
within these three or four years, so. trifling 
as to be the opprobrium of Oxford. Some 
score of syllogisms were handed down 
from one generation to another ; the can- 
didate chose which of these he pleased to 
be examined in, and any two books in the 
learned languages. Any master of arts 
who happened to come into the schools 
might examine him. It was usually con- 
trived to have a friend ready, lest too 
much might be expected, and not unfre*^ 
quently nothing was done,-^-the champion 
had appeared in the lists, and that was 
enough. A great change has just taken 
place, and the examination is now so se^ 
rious and severe, that the present genera- 
tion speak with envy of the happy days of 
their predecessors. 

At one of the colleges a needle and 
tihread is given to ^very member on Hevr^ 
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Year's Day, with ibis admonilioQ ; ** Take 
thur> aad be thrifty!" But though thrift 
may be enjoined by the statutes^ it is not 
by the customs, of Oxford. The expence 
of living here is prodigious ; few have so 
small a pension as 150^. sterling; and the 
students of tlie privileged glasses expend 
four and five fold this sum. It might be 
thought that in learnings as in religion, 
there should be no distinction of persons. 
Distinotions however there are, in the uni-* 
versities^ as well as in the churches ; and 
the noble and wealthy students are admit* 
ted to academical honours, without pas&* 
ing through the term of years which is re* 
quired from others. 

Lectures are delivered here upon every 
branch of science ; the students may at- 
tend them or not, at their own pleasure^ 
except those of the diviuity professor ; a 
certificate of their attendance upon these 
is required before the bishops will or- 
dain any candidate for orders. Degrees 
Hre granted in lawy oiedicine, and music ; 



but law nmst be studied in Loudon^ me- 
dicine in Edinburgh^ and music wherever 
the musician pleases. It is only £or those 
persons who are designed for the ckrgy^ 
that a college -education is iiidispensable ; 
others are aent there because it is the cua- 
tonij and because it is c<HiTenient thai 
they should be under some little restraialy 
and have at least the appearance of having 
jomelhipg to do^ when thejr have ceased 
to be boys, and are not yet men. Ba^ 
atvkHJy ^peakiDigi Oxford is a schodi for 
divinity^ and £or nothing else. 

I ^sanaot Jook upon this bedutifiil city-«- 
£ot beantifttl A is beyond my powers of la»* 
guage to'descr^-^without a deep feeling 
of son:ow» The ways of Pj^ovidence are 
indeed myaierious! Little did the pious 
foiinders-of these noble institutions think 
to what a purpose they were one day to be 
made subservient: little did they think 
that they were ^tabJishing seminaries 
whereia their posterity f^ere to be trained 
Bp;in heresy and .sohiscn^ and disciplined 
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to attack thai faith^ for the support oF 
which these stately buildings bad been so 
munificently endowed. That thi perver- 
sion might be complete. Catholics are exr 
eluded from these very universities which 
owe their establishment to Catholic piety. 
Every person who enters is obliged to sub^ 
scribe the heterogeneous articles of the 
Church of England ; a law which excludes 
all Dissenters, and thus shuts out no in* 
cousidek-able part of the English youth 
from the advantages of a regular educa- 
tion. Yet, to do Oxford justice^ it must 
be admitted that the apostacy began in the 
Btate, and was forced upon her; that she 
clung to the faith till the very last, resto* 
red it with avidity under the short sunshine 
of Philip and Mary's reign, and, whenever 
there has appeared any disposition towards 
Catholicism -in the . government, has al- 
ways inclined towards it as the saving side. 
More remains of the true faith are to be 
found here than exist elsewhere in Eng<^ 
land, as the frequency of church service^ 
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the celibacy to which the fellows are re- 
stricted^ and the prayers which are said in 
every college for the souls of the founders 
and benefactors. It is surprising that so 
much should have been permitted 'to re- 
main ; indeed^ that the colleges themselves 
should have been spared by the barbarous 
and batbarising spirit of the founders of 
the English "schism^ Lutherans^ Calvin- 
ists^ Bucerists or Zwinglians^ call them 
which you will ; from whichever head you 
name it^ it is but one beast — with more 
heads than the hydra^ and upon every 
forehead isi written Blasphemy.* 

A few buildings have b^en added to the 
city in later' times>— not like the former 
onesb Pfote^tantism builds no cathedrals^ 



• In r^ly to such instances of the author's bi- 
gatryt which occur but too often, the words of an 
old English divine may not unaptly be quoted. 
** Sufficeth it us to know, that as the hemeshaw^ 
When unable by main strength to grapple with the 
hamk^ doth s/ice upon her, bespattering the hawk's 
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and e&dowg do collies. These later mo* 
puments of liberality have bad scieoce in 
viewj instead of religion : the love of fame 
upoB earth had been the founders' motive^ 
not the hope of reward in heaven. The 
theatre^ a library^ a printing-office^ and an 
libservatoryf have all been built siiice the 
l^eat rebellion ; the last is newly erected 
with the money which was designed to 
fupply the library with books* The Bod- 
i^an was thought sufficient ; and as ther^ 
are college libraries beside^ these s^ems to 
bav^ been g<>Qtd reaaoa for div^erting the 
fund to a more njocessary purpose* Th^ 
AadciiSe library^ therefore^ as it is called, 
ibMigh bjighly ornamental to the city^ if 
i>f litUe or no immediate uscj the sh/elves 
being very thinly furnished. The Bodleian 

wings with dung or ordure» so to conquer with her 
tail what she cannot do with her bill and beak : so 
Papists, finding themselves unable to encounter tiie 
Protestants by force of argtunent out of the Scrip- 
tures, cast the dung of foul l8Qg;uage and filthy rail- 
ing upon them.''— Tiu 



ipeB denervai its ceidnrity. It is rieh ia 
manuscripts, especially in Oriental opes^ 
for mhich it Is chiefly indebted to arch- 
bishop Laud, a maa who uras so nearly a 
Catholic that he lost bis bead in this world, 
yet Btili so nraefa a beretie, that it is to btt 
ieeced ke bas not sayed bis sonl in ibe 
aesft. Yet is diia fine collection of more 
celebrity tbaa real advaalaga to the aai«^ 
-wemif^ Stndents are not allowed access 
to It tillafWr they bare gradoated, and tbe 
gcadaafces avail tfaemarfves so littk of ihrig 
privilege, that it may be doubted whether 
the books ane opened often enough to save 
tbeai firom the woraia. In their umseums 
aad libraries ike £a^ish are not libetal ; 
access to Aem is dtfficnlt, aad the books, 
Ihoagh not chaiaed to the shelf, are eon^- 
fioed to ihe room. Oar collections of 
every kind are at the s^vice of tbe pablic ; 
the doors an open, and j&mty person, rich 
or poor, «iey enter tn. If the restrictions 
in England are neeesaary, it must be be^ 

▼OL. II. c 
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cause honesty is not the characteristic of 
the nation. 

' The schools wherein the public exami- 
nations are held, are also of later date than 
the schism. James I. built them in a 
style as mixed and monstrous as that of 
his own church: all the orders are here 
mingled together, with certain improye- 
ments after liie manner of the age, which 
are of no order at all. At the university 
printing-office, which is called the Cla- 
rendon press, they are busied upon a su-' 
perb edition of Strabo, of which great ex- 
pectations have long been formed by the 
learned. The museum contains but a poor 
collection. Oliver CromwelPs skull was 
shown me here, with less respect than I 
felt at beholding it. Another of their cu- 
riosities is the lanthom which Guy Vaux 
held in his hand when he was apprehended, 
and the gunpowder plot detected. The 
English still believe that this plot was 
wholly the work of the Catholics ! 



«7 
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Godstaw.'^Fair Kosamund. — Blenheim,'^ 
Water-worh at Enstone. — Four^hirt 
Siom.'^Soad to Worcester, -^Vale qfEve^. 
ikanhr^Hc^yards.'^Mahem Hilb. 

« 

Monday, July 5.' 

The coach by ^hich we were to proceed 
passes through Oxford between four and 
five o'clock ia the morning ; we left our 
baggage to be forwarded by it^ and went 
on one sti^e the preceding day^ by which 
means we secured a good night's rest^ and 
saw etery thing which could be taken, in 
upon the way* Two of our Oxford ac- 
quaintances bore us company: we started 
soon ailer six^ and went by water, rowing 
up- the main stream of the Isis, between 
level shores ; in some places they were 



>. 
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overhiing with willows or alder-boshes^ im 
others the pasture extended to the brink; 
rising ground was in view on both sides* 
Large herds of cattle were grazing in these 
rich meadows^ and plovers in great num- 
bers wheeling over head. The scenery 
was not remarkably beautifdl^ but it is id- 
ways defightfal to be upon a clear stream 
of fresh water m a fine summer day. We 
ascended the river about a league to God- 
stow^ where we breakfasted at a little ale- 
house by the water-side. 

This place is celebraled for the ruins ef 
a nunnery, wherein Fair Rosamund wai 
buried^ the cbncubine of King Henry IL, 
a woman as famous for her beauty and 
misfortunes as our Raquel the Jewess^ or 
the Ines <le Cacitro of the Portuguese. Th^ 
popular songs say that Henry, when he 
went to ihe wars, hid her in a kbyrinlfa in 
the adjoining park at Woodtftock, to save 
her from his queen. The Irfiyrinth con* 
sisted of subterranean vaults and passages^ 
ivfaich led to a tower : through this^ how* 
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€rer, the jealoas wife found her way^ bj 
means of a clue of thready and made hev 
rival choose between a dagger and a bowl 
of poison ; she took the poison and died* 
The English have many rcnnances upon 
this subject^ which are exceedingly beantit 
fuL But the truth is> that sbe retired into 
ihia cQixventy and there closed a life of per 
oitence by an edifying death* She was 
buried in the middle of the quire, her tomb 
GOTcred with a silken pall> and tapers kep| 
burning before it^ because the king for her 
sake had been a grealb benefactor to ih^ 
church ; till the bishop ordered her to b| 
removed as being a harlot, and therefore 
miworthy so honourable a place of interr 
neat. Her bones were once mc^re disturb* 
ad at the schism, when the nunnery wai 
dissolved; and it is certain, by the testi* 
mony of the oonlemporary heretical writers 
themselves^ that when the leather in which 
the body had been shrouded within the 
leaden coffin was opened^ a sweet odoar 
sdforth^ The xemains of the building 
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are triflings and the only part of the cha- 
pel which is roofed, serves as a cow-house, 
according to the usual indecency with 
which such holy ruins are here profaned. 
The man who showed us the place, told us 
it had been built in the times of the Ro- 
mans, and seemed, as well he might, to 
think they were better times than his own* 
The grave of Rosamund is still shown ; a 
hazel tree grows over it, bearing every year 
^ profusion of nuts which have no kernel. 
Enough of the last year's produce were 
lying under the tree to satisfy me of the 
truth of this, explain it how you will. 

From hence we walked to Blenheimj 
the palace which the nation built for the 
famous Duke of Marlborough ; a magni-» 
ficent monument of public gratitude, be* 
fitting such a nation to erect to such a 
man. The park in which it stands is three 
leagues in circumference. It is the fashion 
in England to keep deer within these large, 
and almost waste^ inclosures : the flesh of 
these animals is preferred to any other 



BLENHEIM. ai 

f&eat ; it is regarded as the choicest dainty 
of the table^ and the price at which, it sellsj 
vrhen it can be purchased^ is prodigious. 
They were standing in groups under the 
fine trees which are always to be found in 
these parks, others quietly feeding upon 
the open lawn : their branching antlers^ 
their slender forms, their spotted skin, the 
way in whicli they spring from the ground 
and rebound as they alight, and the twink-* 
ling motion of their tails which are never 
at rest, made them beautiful accompani* 
ments to the scenery. 

We went over the palace^ of which, 
were I to catalogue pictures, and enume* 
rate room after room, I might give a long 
and dull account But palaces, unless 
they are technically described to gratify an 
architect, are as bad subjects for descrip- 
tion as for painting. Be satisfied when I 
say that every thing within was splendid, 
sumptuous, and elegant. Would it in- 
terest you more to read of the lengthy 
breadth, and height of apajrtments, the 
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eokiiiir of haiigiDgs, and tbe snbjeets oi 
picJiurea which yott hare never seen ? 

Woodstock is near at hand $ a good town^ 
celebrated for smaller articles of polished 
steel, sttch as watch chains and scissars^ 
and for leathern gloves and breeches of the 
best quality. Here we dined : our friends 
from Oxford left us ttftcr dinner^ and wd 
|>roceeded about a league to Ens tone, a viU 
lage whejre tbe stage wcmld change horses 
at a convenient hour on tbe following 
iilorning> and where we were told there 
were some water-works which would amuse 
usy If we were in time to see thiem« To ef- 
fect this We left Woodstock the sooner. It 
was but a melancholy sight. The gardena 
bad been made in the days of Charles L 
ubote a century and half ago, and every 
tUng about them was in a state of decay^ 
The water*Works are of thai kind which 
were fashionable in tbe days when they 
w^emade; — ingenious devices for wettmg 
tbe beholder from the sides, roof, floor, 
uad door-wajf of tbe grotto into wbicb h# 
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htA entefedj and from erery object which 
excited his curiosity* Our idd furnished 
118 With such a lodging as is called iodiffereot 
in England : but every thing was clean, 
and we had no cause for complaint* Tliey 
brought us two sorts of cheese, at supper, 
neither of which had I ever before met 

« 

with; the one was spotted with green, 
being pleasaatly flavoured with sage ; the 
other veined with the deep red dye of the 
beet-root: this must have been merely for 
ornament, for I could not perceive that 
the taste was in the slightest degree «£■ 
fected by the colouring. There was upon 
both cheeses the figure of a dolphin, a usu- 
al practice^ for which I have never heard 
any reason assigned^ 

#•*##* a 

Tuesday, Juljr 6. 

We rose at a wholesome bom*, and were 

ready before six, when the coach ^ame up^ 

The morning was &ie, and we mounted 

the roof* The country is umnteresting^ 

bills of neither magnitude nor beauty, and 

c ^ 
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fields intersected by stone walls. We 
passed through a town called Chipping* 
Norton^ which stands on the side of a hill^ 
and then descended into a marshy from 
whence the little town on the hill side be- 
came a fine object. A few miles beyond, 
a pillar has been erected to mark the spot 
where the four shires of Oxford, Warwick, 
Worcester, and Gloucester meet ; this lat- 
ter one we now entered. Breakfast was 
ready for us at Moreton in the Marsh, a 
place which seems to have little else to 
support it than its situation on the high 
toad from Worcester to JLondon. Before 
we entered, the coachman pointed out to 
us the town of Stow in the Wold, built on 
a high hill to our left, where he told us 
tUbre was neither fire, water, nor earth. 
Water was formerly raised from a deep 
well by means of a horizontal windmill, 
but this has fallen to decay. 

The marsh ended at Moreton, and we 
entered upon a country of better features. 
We crpssed the Campden HiUs, ascending 
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a long hill from Moreton/trayelliDg-abodt 
two leagaes oh the top^ and descending to 
a little town called Broadway. From the 
height we overlooked the Vale of Evesham^ 
or of the Red Horse^ so called from the 
figure of a horse cat in the side of a bill 
where the soil is of that colour* This is 
one of th^ most fertile parts of England, 
yet is the vale less striking than the Vale 
of Honiton — at least in the point from, 
which we saw it — because the inequalities^, 
which may render it in parts more beauti- 
ful^ prevent it from being seen as a whole. 
It is remarkable in English history as the 
place where Simon de Montford^ son to 
the Champion of the Church against the 
Albigensesj was defeated and slain by 
prince Edward. The town from whence 
the vale derives its name is old^ and has 
some fine remains of an abbey> which I 
wished to have examined more at leisure 
than the laws of a stage ^coach would al ,. 
low* 
^ Our road to Worcester lay through thia -. 



higfaljr^eiiltmted iralley. I wa^ ddigbt^d^ 
with the fiDc pear^treai wbich wooded the 
CDontiy, and sliH notte bj the iicyvel a(H 
pcaraoce of hop-yardd^ which I had iifever 
before oeen^ and which were now in full 
beauty. If thh plant be Itfes generoiis 
and less usefbl than the viae> it is faf mom 
bteuttfttl in ita cnltsre. Long j%o\e% acw 
fixed into the ground in rowt ; each has 
ill leparate plaat/ which climbs np^ and 
having tc^t) it faib down in curlj tressei« 
The fntit> if it may be called »ach| hanga 
in little elmteit ; it HMembied the cone <if 
the fir, or rather of the larch, in its shape, 
but is of a leafy sabstance, and hardly 
larger than an acorn. They nse it iii 
Uttering beer, though I am told that 
there still exists a law which prohibits: ita 
culture as a poisonous vf^ed, and that ia 
the public breweries cheaper ingredieofea 
are fraudulently used. Hop-picking here 
is as joyous a time as our vintage* The 
English have two didactic poems con- 
jcerning this favourite plants which is more 
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precarious than any other in its crop« be* 
ing liable to particular blights^ so that it 
often fails. It is cultivated chiefly in this 
province and in Kenf^ and is rarely at 
tempted in any other part of the kingdom. 
Malvern was in sight to the west; a 
range of mountains standing in the three 
provinces of Worcester, Gloucester^ and 
Hereford, and on the side where we be- 
held them rising immediately from the 
plain. This sierra is justly admired for the 
beauty of its form, and its singular situa-* 
tion. It is the first which I have seen in 
£ngland, nor are there any other moun- 
tains between this and the eastern and 
southern coasts. Westward the moun* 
tmnous part begins almost immediately 
behind it^ and extends throagh the whole 
line of Wales. About three we reached 
Worcester, a fine wid lilourishing city, in 
the midst of this delightful country. 
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Man killed at Worcester by a Sword-^sh. — 
Teignton Sqtutsk.-'Grafting.'^tiedofthe 
Toddinm — Worcester China. — Cathedral. 
— St Wulstan. — K.John*s Groove. — Jour^ 

^ nejf to Birmingham. 

Tuesday, July 6, 

Were I an epicure^ I should wish to 
dine every fast day at Worcester. The 
Severn runs through the town^ and sup- 
plies it with salmon in abundance^ the 
most delicious of all fish. You would 
hardly suppose that there could be any 
danger from sea-n^pnsters in bathiug at 
such a distance from the mouth of the river^ 
which is at least five-and-twenty leagues by 
the course of the stream ; yet about thirty 
years ago a man here actually received bis 
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death wound in the water from a sword- 
fish. The fish was caught immediatelj 
afterwards^ so that the fact was ascertain*' 
ed beyond a doubt. 

Perry is the liquor of this country : « 
cyder made from pears instead of applesg 
The common sort when drawn from the 
cask is inferior to the apple juice^ but 
generous perry is truly an excellent be-* 
yerage. It sparkles in the glass like Cham- 
paign^ and the people here assure me that 
It has not unfrequently been sold as such 
in London. I am told a circumstance con-! 
cerning the particular species of pear from 
which this of the finer quality is made^ 
which would stagger my belief^ if I did 
not recollect that in such cases incredulity 
is often the characteristic of ignorance* 
This species is called the Te^Uon squash 
—(admire, I pray you> this specimen of 
English euphony !)— all the trees have 
heen grafted from the same original stocks 
at Teignton ; those stocks are now in the 
last stage of decay^ and all their grafts are 



decaying at the tame tiise. They wlm 
have made the phy«ology of plants their 
ttudy^ (aad in no other country has thia 
science ever been so succesafolly pnrsaed 
as here^) assert that with grafted trees this 
always is the case; that the grafts being" 
part of an old tree, is not renovated by the 
titvf stock into which it is inocnlated, but 
brings with it the diseases and the age of 
that from which it has been taken^ and 
dies at the same time of natural* decay. 
The tree rMsed from seed is the progeny of 
its parent, and itself a separate individual ; 
it begins a new lease of life. That which 
is prodaced from a graft obtains, like a 
dismembered polypus^ a separate exist<» 
ence ; but its iife^ like that o£ the fabledt 



• Hndibras might have added this illostration to 
his well-known simile of the new noses : but the ex« 
periments of Taliacotius have been verified in mo- 
dem times ; and this may teach us not too hastily to 
disbelieve an assertion which certainly appeoiB iot' 
probable,-^TR. i 
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Hamadiyads^ ends wUh that of Ibe trnnk 
firom which it sprong. 

Theadjoifiring province of Herefordabtrc^ 
with its immediate vicinity, is the gfeUt 
cjder cottBtry ; more aad of better qitalitjr 
being made here than in the West of £ng« 
land. Particular attention is now paid 
here by scientific men to the culture of the 
apple^ which they raise from seed> in con<* 
formity to the theory just explained ; they 
choose the seed carefully, and even assert 
that the pips from the southern chambers 
of the apple are preferable to those in the 
other side. In many parts of England 
cyder is supposed to be an unwholesome 
Hquor; experience here disproves the 
opinion. It is the common drink : the 
people drink it freely at all times, and in 
harvest times profusely : a physician of the 
country says that any other liquor taken 
so profusely would be hurtful^ but that no 
ill effects are produced by this. Madnesa 
it said to be frequent in this province ; and 
those persoBSf whq^ whea they find tw4 
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things coexistent^ however unconnected^ 
immediately suppose them to be cause 
and effect^ attribute it to the use of cyder. 
If the fact be true^ the solution is obvious ; 
madness is an hereditary disease : in for-^ 
mer times families were more stationary 
than tliey are now^ intermarriages took 
place within a narrow sphere^ and the in* 
habitants of a whole province would^ in 
not many generations^ all be of the same 
blood. 

A generation ago there certainly were in 
these parts many poor madmen or idiots^ 
who, being quite harmless, were permitted 
to wander whither they would, and recei- 
ved charity at every house in their regular 
rounds. Of one of these, his name was 
Ned of the Toddin, I have just heard a 
tale which has thrilled every nerve in me 
from head to foot. He lived with his mo- 
ther, and there was no other in family : — it 
is remarked that idiots are always particu<- 
larly beloved by their mothers, doubtless 
l»ecause they always continue in a state 
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as helpless and as dependent as infancy. 
This poor fellow^ iu return^ was equally 
fond ol' his mother ; love towards her was 
the only feeling of affection which he was 
capable of, and that feeling was propor* 
tionalely strong. The mother fell sick and 
died : of deaths poor wretch, he knew no- 
thing, and it was in vain to hope to make 
him comprehend it. He would not suffer 
them to bury her, and they were obliged to 
put her into the coffin unknown to him, 
and carry her to the grave, when, as they 
imagined, he had been decoyed away to a 
distance. Ned of the Toddin, however^ 
suspected that something was designed; 
watched them secretly, and as soon as it 
was dark opened the grave, took out the 
body and carried it home. Some of the 
neighbours compassionately went into the 
cottage to look after him : they found fhe 
dead body seated in her own place in the 
chimney corner, a large fire blazing, which 
he had made to warm her> and the idiot 
•on with a large dish of pap offering to feed 
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her^^'^ Estt^ mothcf I" be was sojing^^-^ 
^' JOB used to like ifc i^-^Pieaeotiy^ won- 
dering ai her sUeoce, he looked at the face 
of the corpse^ took the dead band to fed 
it> and said^ '^ Why d'ye look so pale> mo* 
therl why be yoa so cold ¥* 

WeineBcky, Ji^j 7* 
The main manufiictory of this place !• 
in porcelain, and the shops in which this 
ware is displayed are as splendid and as 
beaniiful as can possibly be imagined* 
They are eqnal in length to a comoKm pa* 
rOchial church, and these exquisite works 
of ark arranged in them in the best order 
npon long connters, around the side^ and 
IB ibe windows on each side the door whidi 
occupy the whole front. In China it is 
said that the prepared clay is boried in 
drtp pits, and left to ripen there for half a 
century ; by which means their porcelain 
attains that semi«pe}Incid and pearly delhv 
cacy which has never been equalled herein 
If this be the case^ the inferii>rity of tb# 



Baj^iali ware is acooimted for* Trade ia 
England will not wait for snch tlov le 
tauBB. But if ihe Ghiaeae excel them in 
tlw particular instance, and rival them in 
Ae vividneis of .their colours, thcj matt 
yield the palm in whatever dependi upon 
taate. One dinner service you see painted 
with landscapes, every separate piece be* 
iag a different picture ; another represents 
Bowers ot fruit coloured to the life ; an«» 
Other, the armoriid bearings of the family 
for whom it has been fabricated^ enbla« 
soned vrith all the nchneas of heraldic co- 
lonring. These things are perfect in their 
kind : yet such are the effects of prgudioa 
and habit, that die gvotesque and tastelesi 
pattenas of the real China are £requeaUy 
piefeired ; and the Englbh copy the bair" 
lined ^ebrows of the Chinese, their luk- 
Mtoral trees and distorted acenery, WB 
fiuthfnUy as if they were CfquaUy ignorant ' 
ef perspective tbenueives. There is how-* 
ever thus much to be said in favour of thia 
prejudice, Ihait platetand tea-aancers bave 
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aaade us better acquainted vyith the Chi* 
nese than we are with any other distant 
people. If we had no o4her documents 
concerning this extraordinary nation^ a 
series of engravings froqi these their own' 
pictures would he considered as highly 
curious, and such a work, if skilfully con* 
ducted and annotated, might still elucidate 
the writings of travellers, and not impro* 
hably furnish information which it would 
be in vain to seek in Europe from other 
sources* 

• Another important branch of the trade 
t)f Worcester is in leathern gloves. One 
inevitable consequence of the unnatural 
extension of trade in this land of commerce 
is, that the slightest change of fashion re- 
duces so many of the labouring class to 
immediate distress and ruin. Tiiree or 
four 3'ears ago the English ladies chose to 
wear long silken gloves ; the demand for 
leatlyern ones immediately ceased, and the 
women, whose business it was to make 
them, were thrown out of employ. Tt)i% 

8 
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wa» the case of many hundreds here id 
Worcester. In such ca&es men common^ 
ly complain and submit ; but women are 
more disposed to be mutinous; they stand 
less in fear of iaw^ partly from ignorance^ 
partly becau<;e they presume upon the pri- 
vilege of their sex, and therefore in all 
public tumults they are foietiiost in vio* 
lence and ferocit}^ Upon this occasion 
they carried their point within their own 
territories ; it wad dangerous to appear in 
silken gloves in the streetsi of this city; 
and one lady, who foolishly or ignorantly 
ventured to walk abroad here in this for- 
bidden fasHion, is said to have been seized 
by the women and whipped. 

The cathedral churdi of this city is s 
fine Gothic edifice, which has latelv un- 
dergone a thorough repair. It is some sa- 
tisfaction to see^ that if the English build 
no new cathedrals, they at least prcscve 
the old ones, which I hope nnd trust » e 
likely to survive that s> hisiti wijicli il^' »t* 
fned them with dcstiuclioii,aud to v.* j-t,-.:^ 
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the revivil and restaration of the trM 
Uih, vhereof tbey are tvch splendid m^ 
morials. 

St Wuktan was Ihe founder* His nama 
indeed is lememtored here; but in dm 
ehnrch^ where the shrine of the foandef 
was once devoutly visited, the tomb which 
is now pointed oat to the notice and respect 
of bareUers is that of the bishop who fifit 
set the example of disobedience to king 
James II. when he attempted to recall the 
aation to the religion of their fathers ! It 
is «ot in this magnificent monument of 
his own rearing that the history of Si 
Wnistaa is to be learnt. I have found in 
the Chronicle of a Spanish Benedictine 
what I should neyer have heard at Wbr« 
eester. This holy mao was elected to the 
see against his own will, nor did he accept 
it till he had been convinced by signs that 
it was the will of God. After some yean 
his enemies conspired to depose him. 
There are few finer miracles in faagiologj 
than that which is recorded as having boeo 
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Yoaclwafed upon this occasion. They 
complained that he^ was illiterate^ and 
therefore nnwcurth J of the digni^nrhioh 
he held. The true cause of the aceusatioB 
was, that he was a iSaxon ; the NomiaQ 
conquest bad been effected since his ap* 
pointment to the see^ and it was wanted 
for a foreigner. A council was assemble^ 
m Westminster abbey. The king Mid ttie 
Norman prelates were prejudiced judges ; 
and Lanfiranc^ the primate« though too 
holy a man ever to commit an act of wil<* 
ful injustice^ in his sKal for learning lent 
a ready ear to the charges^ and^ being an 
Italian^ was eanly deceived by the misre- 
presentattoas of the accusers* • According* 
ly he pronounced sentence of deposition 
against the saint, and required him to de- 
liver up his xing and crosier. St Wulstan, 
neither feeling dismay at heart, nor mani« 
nifesting sorrow in his countenance, rose 
up as soon as sentence was pronounced 
against him, and leaning upon his crosier, 
replied : ^' C^tainly I know that I am un- 
vox*. !!• B 
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worthy of my honourable office, and ub* 
equal lo the wei^t of my dignity; bat it 
is no new thing for me to know this ! I 
knew it and acknowledged it when my 
clergy elected. me; and the bishops com- 
pelled me to accept it, and holy king Ed* 
ward, my lord, by apostolical authority, im- 
posed this w^ght upon my shoulders, and 
ordered this crosier to be given into my 
hands. You,'' said be, addressing him- 
self to Lanfranc, '^ you demand from 
me the crosier which you did not give 
me, and take from me the office which I 
did not receive from you. I therefore, con- 
fessing my own, insufficiency, and obey- 
ing the decree of the council, yield up my 
crosier, not to you, but to him from whose 
authority I received it.'' Saying this, he 
advanced to the tomb of holy king Ed- 
ward the Confessor. ''There are new laws 
in this land,'' he exclaimed, '' a new king 
and new prelates, who promulgate new 
sentences ! They accuse thee of error, O 
holy king, in promoting me, and me of 



5T WULSTAK . 51 

presumption for having obeyed thee. 
Then^ Edward^ thou couldst err; for thou 
wert mortal ; but now^ when peradventure 
thou art enjoying the presence of the Lord^ 
now^ — canst thou now be deceived i — I 
will not yield up my crosier to these from 
whom I did not receive it; they are men 
who may deceive and be deceived. But. 
to thee do I deliver it, who hast escaped 
the errors and darkness of the worlds and 
art in the light of truth ; to thee with the 
best willingness I resign my pastoral staff, 
and render up the charge of my flock. My 
lord and king, give thou the charge to 
whom thou thinkest worthy J" He then 
laid the crosier upon the tomb, disrobed 
bunself of his episcopal insignia, and took 
hb seat like a private monk in the assem* 
bly. The crosier entered the stone, as if 
it had been imbedded in melting wax, and 
could not be taken from it by any other 
hand than by that of the holy bishop who 
had laid it there. 
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The grav^ of kiqg John is bere^ a mo- 
narch remarkable in English history for 
having signed the Great Charier^ resigned 
his crown to the pope's legate^ and offer- 
ed to turn Mohammedan if the Miramo- 
lin would assist him against his subjects* 
As there were some doubts whether the 
grave which was commonly supposed to 
be his was really so^ it was opened two or 
three years ago^ and the tradition verified. 
It appeared that it had been opened be- 
fore for. other motives; for some of the 
l^ones were displaced^ and the more valu«^ 
able parts of his dress missing. As this 
was at the time when the revolutionary 
dispositioi^ of the. people had occasioned 
some acts of unusual rigour on the part of 
government^ it was remarked in one of 
the newspapers^ that if king John had 
taken the opportunity to walk abroad and 
observe how things were going on, it must 
have given him great satisfaction to see 
how little was left of that Magna Charta, 
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^hich he had signed so sorely against his 

will. 

• * *.* * * 

We waited in Worcester for the coach 
irom Bristol to Birmingham^ which passes 
through in the afternoon^ and in which we 
were tolerably sure of finding room^ as it 
is one of those huge machines which car- 
ries sixteen withinside. Its shape is that 
of a coffin * placed upside-down ; the door 
is at the end^ and the passengers sit side- 
ways. It is not very agreeable to enter 
one of these coaches when it is nearly 
foil: the first comers take possession of 
the places nearest the door at one end^ or 
the window at the other^ and the inid* 
die seats are left for those who come in 
last^ and who for that reason^ contrary to 
the parable of the labourers in the vine- 

* The author compares one of these coaches 
eLsewhere, (vol. i. p. 35,) to a trunk with a rounded 
fid, placed topsy-turvy. It should appear, there- 
lore, that oofifins in Spain are shaped like tranks* 
— Tr. 
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yard, may literally be said to bear the heat 
of the day. There were twelve passen- 
gers already seated when we got in ; they 
expressed no satisfaction at this acquisition 
of company; one woman exclaimed that 
she was almost stewed to death already, 
and another cried out to the coachman 
that she hoped he would not take in any 
body else. The atmosphere of the apart- 
jnent, indeed, was neither fresher nor 
jnojre fragrant than that of a prison ; but 
it was raining hard,, and we had no alter- 
native. The distance was only two stages, 
:tbat is a long day's journey in our own 
country, but here the easy work of five 
Jbiours; but I never before passed five 
hours in travelling so unpleasantly. To 
see any thing was impossible; the little 
windows behind us were on a level with 
our heads, the coachman's seat obstructed 
the one in front, and that in the door-way 
wa3 of use only to those who sat by it. 
Any attempt which we made at convert 
sation by way of question, was answered 
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with forbidding brevity ; the company was 
too namerous to be comnmnicatiTe; half 
of them went to sleeps and I endeavonred 
to follow their>ezample, as the best mode 
of passing away time so profitless and so 
uncomfortable. But it was in vain ; heat^ 
noise^ and motion^ kept me waking. We 
weie heartily rejoiced when the coach arri« 
ved at BirmiDgham, and we were let loose^ 
to stretch our limbs at liberty, and breathe 
an air, cool at leasts if not fresh. 



^^^ 
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Birmingham. — Miserable State of the Ar^ 
tificers. — Bad Gum mamtfacturedfor the 
Guinea Trade. — Anecdotes of Systematie 
Roguery, — Coiners. — Forgers. — Riots in 
1791. — More Excuse for Dishonesty here 
than in any other Place. 

Thursday, July 7. — ^Barmingham. 
You will look, perhaps with some eager- 
ness for iafortnatioQ concerning this fa- 
mous city, which Burke, the great orator 
of the English, calls the grand toy-shop 
of Europe. Do not blame me if I disap- 
point you. I have seen much, and more 
than foreigners are usually admitted to 
see; but it has been too much to re* 
Viember, or indeed to comprehend satis- 
factorily. I am still giddy, dizzied with 
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tbe hammering of presses^ the clatter of 
engines^ aod the whirling of wheels; my 
head aches with the maltiplicity of in- 
jemal. noises^ and my eyes with the light 

of infernal fires^ 1 may add^ my heart 

also, at the sight of so many human he* 
ings employed in infernal occupations, 
and looking as if they were never destined 
for any thing better. Our earth was de- 
signed to be a seminary for young angels, 
but the devil has certiainly fixed upon this 
spot for his own nursery-garden and hot- 
house* 

Yon must forgive me, if I do not atr 
tempt to describe processes which I saw 
too cursorily, and with too little pleasure 
to understand* A sick stomach will not 
digest the food that may be forced down 
ity and the intellect is as little able to 
assimilate that for which it has no apti- 
tude. 

When we look at gold, we do not think 
of the poor slaves who dug it from the cap^ 
▼erin of the earth; hut I riiall never think 
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of the wealth of England^ without remem* 
bering that I have been in the mines. Not 
that the labourers repine at their lot ; it 
is not the least evil of the system^ that 
they are perfectly well satisfied to be poi-« 
soned soul and body. Foresight is not a 
human instinct: the more unwholesome 
the employment, the higher of course are 
the wages paid to the workmen ; and in- 
credible as it may seem, a trifling addi- 
tion to their weekly pay makes these 
short-sighted wretches contend for work> 
which they certainly know will in a very 
few years produce disease and death, or 
cripple them for the remainder of their 
existence. 

I cannot pretend to say, what is the 
consumption here of the two-legged beasts 
of labour; commerce sends in no returns 
of its killed* and wounded. Neither can 
I say that the people look sickly, baring 
seen no other complexion in the place than 
what is composed of oil and dust smoke* 
dried. Eyery man whom I meet stinks 
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of train-oil «Qd emeiy. Some I baye seen 
with fed eyes and g^reea hair ; the. eyes uf^ 
fected by the fires to which they are ez«* 
posed* and the hair turned green by the 
brass works. You would not, however, 
discover any other resemblance to a triton 
in them^ for water is an element with the 
use of which^ except to supply steam-en* 
gines, they seem to be unacquainted. 

The noise of Birmingham is beyond 
description ; the hammers seem never to 
be at resU The filth is sickening t filthy as 
some of our own old towns may be, their 
dirt is inofiensive; it lies in idle beaps^ 
which annoy n<me bat those who walk 
within the little reach of their efflii?ia» 
But -here it is active and moving, a living 
]Nrinciple of mischief, which fiUs the whole 
atmosphere, and penetrates every where^ 
spotting and staining every t^ing> and 
getting into the pores and nostrils. I feel 
as if my throat wanted sweepii^ like an 
English chimney. Think not, however, 
that I am insensible to the wonders of the 
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place 3-^iti 'no other "s^e or conatiy wa» 
tiiere ever so aatonishkig a displays <tf'fauv 
man ingenuity : but wateb-chaios^ neeb* 
hces^ and bracelets, buttons^ buckles^ and 
saaff-boxes^ are deariy purchased at the 
czpeooe of health and morality; and if it 
be considered how large a proportion- ofi 
that^ ingenuity is edufdoyed : in making 
what.is hurtful as well as what is nsdess^ 
it must be confessed that human reason 
has more oause at present for humiliation 
than for triumph at Birmtngham. 

A regular branch of trade here is the 
manufacture of guns for the African mtour** 
ket. They are made for about a dollar 
and a half ; the barrel is fiOed with water^ 
and if the water does not come through, 
it is thought proof sufficient; of couise 
they burst when fired, and mangle tba 
wretched jiegro who has purchased them 
upon the credit of English faith, atid 
yecmed thiem most probably as the price 
of human flesh i No secret is made of 
this abominable trade ; yet the government 
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never iateffeiefi^ and the pecfona concern- 
ed in it.iure Bol suurked aad shwned as 
infamous. 

In some parts of Italy, -the criminal 
who can prOTe himself to be the best 
workman in any business is. pardoned in 
faooren arti$s unless his crime has been 
Goiniag; a usefnlsoitt. of benefit of clergyv 
If ingenuity were admitted as an excnse 
for guilt in this country^ the Birmingham 
rogues might defy the gallows. Even as 
it isy they set justice at defiance, and cmrry 
on the most ililegal, practices almost with 
impunity* Some spoons which bad bee^ 
stolen here were traced immediately to the 
recdvei^s house : '^ I . know what you 
are- come for/' said he to the persons who 
entered the room in search of them^ ^' yon 
are come for the spoons/' and he tossed 
over the crudble into the iire, because 
they were not entirely melted. The offir 
cers of justice had received intelligence 
of a gang of coiners; the building tp 
which they were directed stood within a 
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coQit-yard^ and when they reached it they 
found that the only door was on the np-^ 
per story^ and could not be reached with* 
out a ladder : a ladder was procured : it 
was then some time before the door 
could be forced, and they heard the peo* 
pie within mocking them all this while^ 
When at last they had effected their en- 
trance, the coiners pointed to a foraact 
in which all the dies and whatever else 
could criminate them, had been consumed 
during this delay. Hie coins of eyery 
country with which England carries on 
any intercourse, whether in Europe, Asia^ 
or America, are counterfeited here aiid 
exported. An inexhaustible supply of 
halfpence was made fcHr home consump-* 
tion, till the new coinage put a stop to 
this manufactory: it was the commoB 
practice of the deakrs in this article> to 
fry a pan-fuU every night after supper for 
the next day^s delivery^ thus darkening 
them, U> make them look as if they had 
been in circulation, . 
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' As^ignats were forged here cknriDg the 
late war ; but this is leis to be iioputed to 
the Binningham speculators, than to those 
wise poKticia&s who devised so masay 
wise means of roiniag France. The for* 
geiy of their own bank notes is carried 
on with systematic preeantions which will 
snrprise yon. InfoormatioQ of a set of 
forgers had been obtained, and the officers 
eatexed the house : they found no person 
on any of the lower floors ; but when they 
reached the garret, one man was at woik 
upon the plates in the farthest room, who 
could see them as soon as they had ascem* 
ded the stiurs. Immediately he opened a 
trapdoor, and desoended to the floor be* 
low ; before* they could reach the spot to 
follow him, he had opened a second, and 
the descent was impracticable for them on 
account of its depth : there they stood and 
beheld him drop from floor to floor till he 
reached the cellar, and efiected his escape 
by a subterranean passage. 
Yon may well imagine what such peo^ 
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pie. as thecie would be in tioNCS of popular 
commotion. It was exemplified in 1791* 
Their fury by good luck was \vk favour, of 
the government; ibey set fire to ihe 
houses of all the more opulent dissenters 
whom^they suspected of disaffection^ and 
searched every where for the heresiareh 
PriesUey^ carrying a spit about on which 
they intended to roast him alive. Happily 
for himself and for the national character^ 
he had taken alarm and withdrawn in 
time. 

It onght, however^ to be remembered 
that there is more excuse to be made for 
dishonesty in Birmingham^ than could be 
pleaded any where else. In no other 
place are there so many ingenious me^ 
chanics^ in no other place is trade so 
precarious. War fuins half the manu^ 
iacturers of Birmingham by shutting their 
markets. During -the late war nearly 
three thousand hbuses were left unte* 
nanted here. Even in time of peace the 
change of fashion throws, hundreds out of 
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employ* Want eomes upon them sud- 
denly ; they canDot dig ; a&d though they 
might not be ashamed .to beg^ begging 
woald avail notfaiiig' where there ate al- 
ready so many meodicahts. It is oot to 
be expected that they will patiently be 
starved^ if by any ingenuity of their own 
they can save themselves from starving. 
When one of Shakspeare's characters is 
tempted to perform an unlawful action, 
he exclaims^ '' My poverty, but not my 
will, consents/' It is but just, as well as 
merciful, to believe that the same exte- 
nuation might truly be pleaded by half 
the criminals who come under the rod of 
the law* 

Being a foreigner, I could not see 
Messrs Bolton and Watts's great works 
at Soho, which are the boast of Birming** 
ham, and indeed of England. As these 
extraordinary men have by the invention 
of the steam-engine produced so great 
a change upon the commercial system. 
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and thereby upon society in this coantry^ 
I could have wished to haye seen their 
own establishment; but it was in vun^ 
and I did not choose by making the trial 
to expose myself to the mortification of a 
refiisaL 
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MaU CoadWs.— Mr Palmer iU-med.-^Fi^ 
dmijf of Birmngham. — CclUerm on fin* 
— Stafford.-^ Stone. — Newcasik'^tndet' 
Lme.'-^PuniMkmenU for Scolding.'-^Che' 
Mrt. — BrU^twaUr Amu ai Manehetter, 

Friday, July 9. 

The mail coach which commnaicates 
betweea Bristol and Manchester^ leayes 
Birminghani at a reasonable hoar in the 
morning. These coaches travel at a rate 
little short of two leagues in the hour^ 
inclading all stoppages ; they carry four 
inside passengers, two outside ; the rate of 
fare is considerably higher than in other 
stages; but a preference is given to these^ 
because they go faster^ no unnecessary de«^ 
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lays are permitted^ and the traveller who 
goes in them can calculate his time ac- 
curately. Every coach has its guard, 
armed with a blunderbuss, who has charge 
•f the mails ; he has a seat affixed behind 
the coach, from whence he overlooks it, 
and gives notice with a horn to ^clear the 
road when any thing is in the way, to 
bring out the horses when he approaches 
ibe end of a stage, and to be ready with 
tine letter-bags when he enters a post- 
toWn. Guards and coachmen all wear the 
royal livery, and the royal arms are upon 
the coaches. 

It is now about twenty years since this 
plan hag been adopted. Before that time 
the mails were carried by a single courier, 
who was as long again upon the road, and 
at the mercy of every footpad. They 
are now perfectly safe ; they go without 
expense, in consequence of the profits o( 
IJhe coAches: and the eflect of the rapid 
communication has been to double that 
branch of the revenue which is derived 
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from the post-office. Yet the pct^ector 
has little reason to be satisfied with the 
justice of the nation. He stipulated for a 
ceotage upon the clear increase of revenue 
above a certain sum. The whole manage^ 
ment of the^ post-office was intrusted to 
him; but there were two lords above. hini 
with higher powers and higher salaries. 
These places he wished to abolish mb usei* 
les^y not recollecting that government de- 
sires to have as many places at its disposal 
as possible, and^ instead of wanting to cttr** 
tail the number of <dd ones> would have 
been obliged to him to have invented new* 
In the struggle he was displaced himself : 
so. far all was fair, as he only lost the stake 
for which he was playing : but advantage 
was taken of this to annul the terms of the 
contract between him and the nation, dnd 
assign him 4000/. a-year, in lieu of his 
per centage, which already amounted to a 
much larger sum, and would 3'early have 
increased with the increasing revenue. Of 
course he remonstrated against this breach 
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of public faith; the. cause was brought 
before parliament^ and it was absurdly ar» 
gued i^inst him, that smaller pensions 
than this had been deemed a sufficient r^ 
ward for their yictorious admirals, — ^as if 
.rewards and contracts were of the same 
natore* The minister was against him, 
and parliament tberef(»e annulled its own 
contract in its own favour.* 

Bdbre this plan of Mr Palmer^ was 
established, the ordinary pace of travel- 
ling in England differed little fipom what 
it still is in other countries : an able-bo- 
died man might walk the usual day's 
journey. Its effects have not been con* 
fined to the revenue. Other stages im- 
mediately adopted the guard, and became 

• If Don Mannd had remaiiied long enough in 
EnglaDd, be might have seen, parliament annullix^ 
its own contract in its own wrong, granting awaj 
the pubh'c mon^ at a time when the people were 
more heavily burthened than they had ever been be* 
ftxre, and doing this In defiance of the l^gal authorl- 
tieSi-*!^ 
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itettre firom robben; they were stimula* 
led lo rival speedj and ia consequence 
improverattts in coacb*bttUdiDg of some 
kind or olber are every year discovered 
and adopted ; even waggons travel faster 
now than post coaches did before this re«. 
volotion. HencC' travelling consumes at 
present so mnch less time> and is attend- 
ed by so much less fatigaeit that insle^ of 
being regarded as an evilj it is one of the 
pleasures of the English ; and people^ as is 
our case at this very time^ set out upon a 
journey of two hundred leagues to amuse 
themselves. 

The morning was fair^ we mounted the 
roof, and I looked back upon Birming- 
ham not without satisfaction at thinking I 
should never enter it again. A heavy 
dottd a( sm<dce hung over the city, above 
which in many places black columns were 
%eai up with prodigious force from the 
steam-engines* We rejoiced that we were 
travelling into a better atmosphere, but 
the contagion spread far and wide. Every 
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where aroand us^ instead of the village 
churchy whose steeple ostifdly adonis bo 
beautifully the English landscape^ the 
tower of sonie mamtfactoiy was > to be 
seen in the distance^ vomiting up flames 
and smoke^ and blasting every thing 
around with its metallic vapours* The 
vicinity was b& thickly peopled as that cf 
London. Instead of cottages we saw 
streets of brick hovels, blackened witb 
the smoke of coal fires^ which bum day 
and night in these dismal regions. Such 
swarms of children I never beheld in any 
other place^ nor such wretched ones^— in 
rags, and therr skins encrusted with soot 
and filth. The face of the country as we 
advanced was more hideous that can be 
described, uncultivated, black and smo* 
king. I aske()»tbe coachman from whence 
the smoke proceeded, and he told me 
the whole earth beneath us was on fire ; 
some coal*mines had taken > fire many 
years ago, and still continued to burn. 
^ If you were to travel this road by night. 
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nr/' said he^ *^ you would see the whole 
country a^-fire, and might fancy you w^e 
going to hell T'^^A part of the road whieh 
18 tbns undermined gave way lately under 
one of the stages; it did not sink deep 
enough to kill the passengers by the Ml, 
hut one of them had' his thigh broken. 
' This deplorable doontry ccmtinued fot. 
MRie le^gues> till we had passed Wolrei- 
haitipton^ the last mannfacturing town ia 
this ditecticm Deiivee n this place ancl 
Penkridge it improred^ we were once 
more in an agrictjltiiral land, and beheld 
clean skins and healthy countenaaees. We 
passed through Stafford, the county towo, 
a small but well-built place^ of which the 
main trade consists in shoes ; and dined the 
next stage beyonid it at Stone* Here were 
fbrmeily venerated the two martyrs Wul* 
fold and Rufinus, who were slain by their 
own father Wulpher^ the Pagan king of 
Merda, the father of St Werbnrga also ; 
who, by the merits of his children^ was 
himself at last favoured With grace to re- 

VOL. 11. B 
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pentance. All traces of their worship have 
long' since disappeared; only the town 
derives its name from the stones which 
were heaped over the place of their burial. 
Here we entered the country of the pot- 
teries^ from whence the greater part of 
England is supplied with common ware^ 
and also with that finer sort called Wedge- 
wood> after its inventor^ and known all 
over Europe* Etruria is the name which 
he gave to his fabric^ because the Etruscau 
remains were his models^ and to him it 
is that England^ and^ it may be added, 
Europe^ — for where do not the fashions of 
England extend i — is indebted for having 
familiarised to us the beautiful forms of 
Etruscan design. 

This is a populous province ; in no other 
part have I seen the towns standing so 
near together. We soon advanced ' to 
Newcastle-unde'r-Line. Here my friend 
the coachman told me they had a curious 
custopi 6f punishing scolds^ by putting a 
bridle and bitt into the mouth of the of« ' 
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fender, so as to confine her tongue, and 
leading her in this manner through the 
streets as an example. Whether the Eng* 
Ush women are particularly addicted to this 
offence, I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with them to say ;. but it should seem so 
)>y the severity with which, the laws regard 
it. In other places immersion is the pur 
nisbment; the woman is fastened in ^ 
chair at the end of. a long plank or polej 
which is hoisted out over the river, and 

• • ^ . 

there elevated or lowered by means of a le? 
ver ; in this manner they dip her as ofteu 
as the officiating constable thinks proper^ 
or till she no .longer displays any inclina-^ 
tion to continue the offence, which proba-* 
bly is not till she. has lost the power. Both 
methods are. effectual ones of enforcing 
silence upon an unruly tongue, but they 
are barbarous customs, and ought to be 
wholly disused.* 

* D. Manuel is mistaken in supposing that they 
are still in use. The ducking-stools are fiiUen into 
decay, and in many places tlie stocks alsoy-^Uttle to 
the credit of the magistnitesv-^Tiu 
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. We were now entering Cheshire^ the 
great cbeeee coantiy^ and the difference 
between a land of mannfaqturet and a land 
of pastarage was deUghUtiL The hotMea 
of ttie kbouierg were clean cottages : those 
of the richj old mansions with old trees 
nbont them in view of the village churchy 
where generation after generation, for ages 
back, the heira of the family had been 
baptized in fite same font, end buried in 
ih« same vault ; not newlynsrected brick 
buildings with shmbs and saplings ronnd 
fkttXA, tn hearing of Ae miU^-wheels a»d 
hammer, by which the fortune of the 
owner has been fabricated* One house 
which, we passed was the most angular I 
hate ever seen : very old it mnst needs be^ 
««-how many centuries I will not venture 
to conjecture. The materials are wood 
knd mortar without stone; the timbeiv 
frames painted black, and the interve* 
ning panes of plaster-work whitened ; no 
dress in an old picture was ever more 
curiously variegated with stripes and 
slashes. The roof risea into many pointo } 
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ihe uppef story projecUog ovef the low^jr 
like a macbicolaied gate^way^ exc^t that 
ibe projection is far greater; and loqg 
wiftdows with lUtie diamond*-«haped papas 
seach almoBt from side to side^ so ibl^ 
iho rooms must be ligbt as a h^lerHw 
Tbere is a moat round it* I should gneii 
it to be oae of the oldest dweltiiig«-hOas«s 
in the kingdom. 

We saw this quiet pastoml covntly %9 
the best advantage ; the sun was setting, 
and tiie long twilight of an Eagikh s/&vSfi 
mer evening gives to the English land- 
scape a charm wholly its own. As soon 
as it grew dark the coach lamps were 
lighted ; the horses have no belk, and this 
j« as needful for the security of other 
travellers as for our own* But the roads 
are wide ; and if a traveller keeps his own 
proper side, according to the law of the 
roads, however fearful it mav be to see two 
of these fiery eyes coming on through 
the darkness, at the rate of two leagues in 
^ hour, he is perfectly safe^ We meanly 
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when evening closed^ to have forsaken the 
roof and taken our seats withinside ; but 
the places were filled by chance passen- 
gers picked up on the way^ and no chdice 
was left us. Star-light and a mild sum- 
mer air made the situation not unpleasant, 
if we had not been weary and disposed 
to sleep ; this propensity it was not safe tb 
indulge; and the two hours after night 
set in till we reached Manchester^ were 
the most wearying of the whole day. 

The entrance into the city reminded me 
of London, we drove so long over rough 
street stones, only the streets were shorter 
and the turns we made more frequent. It 
was midnight when we alighted at a spa-* 
cious inn, called the Bridgewater Arms. In 
these large manufacturing towns^ inns have 
neither the cleanliness or comfort which 
we find in smaller places. In the country 
there is a civility about the people of the 
house, and an attention on their part, 
which, though you know hospitality is 
their trade, shows, or seems to show, some^ 
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thing of the virtue. Here all is hurry and 
bustle ; customers must come in the way 
of trade^ and they care not whether you are 
pleased or not. We were led into a long 
room^ hung round with great-coats, spurs, 
and horsewhips^ and with so many port- 
manteaus and saddle-bags lying about it> 
that It looked like a warehouse. Two 
men were smoking over a bottle of wine 
at one table ; they were talking of para- 
bolics and elliptics^ and describing dia- 
grams on the table with a wet finger ; a 
single one was writing at another, with a 
large pocket-book lying open before him. 
We called for supper ; and he civilly told 
us that he also had given a like order, 
and if we would permit him should be 
happy to join us. To this we of course 
acceded* We found him to be a com- 
mercial traveller^and he gave us some use- 
ful information concerning Manchester, 
and the best method of proceeding on our 
journey. It was going towards two o'clock 
when we retired. We slept as usual in 
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— ^proposed my questions in such a way 
as not to imply^ or at least not to ad- 
vance^ any difference of opinion^ and re- 
turned with a feeling at heart which 
makes me thank God I am not an Eng- 
lishman. 

There is a shrub in some of the East 
Indian islands which the French call ve- 
lotUier; it exhales an odour that is agree- 
able at a distance^ becomes less so as you 
draw nearer^ and^ when you are quite close 
to it^ is insupportably loathsome. Alcia- 
tus himself could not have imagined an 
emblem more appropriate to the commer« 
cial prosperity of England. 

Mt — — * remarked, that nothing could 
Jbe so beneficial to' a country as manufac-* 
tures. ^' You see these. children^ sir/' 
said he. '^ In most parts of England 
poor children are a burthen to their pa« 
i^ents and to the parish ; here the parish^ 
which would else have to sdpport them^ 
is rid of all expense ; they get their bread 
almost aa soon as they ea^ run about^ and 
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by the time they aire seven or eight years 
old bring in money. . There is no idle- 
ness among us : — they come at five in the 
morning; we allow them half an hour for 
breakfast^ and an hour for dinner; they 
leave work at six, and another set relieves 
them for the night ; the wheels never 
stand still." I was looking. while he spoke^ 
at the unnatural dexterity with which the 
fingers of these little creatures were play- 
ing in the machinery^ half giddy niyself 
with the noise and the endless motion: 
and when he told me there was no rest 
in these walls^ day nor night/ 1 thought 
that if Dante had peopled one of his hells 
with children^ here was a scene worthy 
to have supplied him with new images of 
torment. 

•' These children^ then," said ■ I, '^ have 
no time to receive instruction.** *' That, 
sir/' he replied, '^ is the evil which we 
have found. Girls are employed here 
from the age you see them till they marry, 
and then they know nothing about do« 
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meittc work^ not even bow ta mend » 
stocking or boil 8 potatoe. But we ave 
remedykig thi» now, and send tho chiW 
dren to school for an hour after tbejr have 
done work?* I asked if so much conr 
finement did not injore their health, 
^ No/^ he replied, '^ they are as healthy 
as any children in the world can be* 
To be sure, many of them as they grew up 
went off in consumptions, but consump- 
tion was the disease of the English/' I 
ventured to enquire afterwards concerning 
the morals of the people who were trained 
up in this monstrous manner, and found, 
what was to be expected, that in conse- 
quence of herding together such num- 
hers et both sexes, who are utterly un- 
instructed in the commonest principles 
of religion ^nd morality, they were as 
debauched and. profligate, as human beings 
under the influence of such circumstances 
must inevitably be; the men drunken, 
the women dissolute ^ that however high 
the wages they earned, they were too im- 
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pcovident eviOB %o laj^bjr for a time of need ; 
and that, tboagh the parish was not at 
the expense of maintaining tbem ivhen 
children^ it kad to provide for them in 
diMMes induced by their mode of life, 
and in psematuDe debility and old age ; the 
pobrnrates were oppressively high, and the 
hospilaU and workhooaes always full and 
overflowing* I enquired how many per<* 
sons were employed in the manuiaetory, 
and was told^ children and all about two 
hundred. What was the firm of the house 7 
-^Th^e were two partners* So i thought 
I^-*« hundred to one ! 

** We are well off for hands in Man- 
chester,'' said Mr ; ^' manufactufes are 
favourable to population, the poor are not 
afraid of having a &mily here, the parishes 
therefore have always plenty to appren- 
tice, and we take them as fast as tbey 
can iopply us* In new manui^cturing 
towns they find it difficjilt to get a supply. 
Their only method is to send peoplcround 
the cowitry to get childcea fiom their 
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parents. Women usually uadertake this 
business; they promise the parents to 
provide for the children; one party is 
glad to be eased of a burthen^ and it an- 
swers well to the other to find the young 
ones in food, lodgings and clothes^ and re- 
ceive their wages.** ** But if these chil- 
dren should be ill-used ?** said I. ^' Sir*" 
he replied^ '^ it never can be the interest 
of the women to use them ill^ nor of the 
manufacturers to permit it/* 

It would have been in vain to argue had 
I been disposed to it. Mr -^«^ was a man 
of humane and kindly nature^ who would 
not himself use any thing cruelly^ and 
judged of others by his own feelings. 
I thought of the cities in Arabian ro- 
mance^ where all the inhabitants were en- 
chanted: here Commerce is the queen 
witch^ and I had. no talisman strong 
enough to disenchant those who were 
daily drinking of the golden cup of her 
charms. 

We purchase English cloth^ English. 
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muslins^ English buttons^ &c. and admire 
the excellent skill with which they are fa« 
bricated^ and wonder that from such a dis- 
tance they can be afforded to us at so low 
a price^ and think what a happy country is 
England ! A happy country indeed it is for 
the higherorders; nowhere have the rich so 
many enjoyments^ no where have the am- 
bitious so fair a fields no where have the 
ingenious such encouragement^ no where 
have the intellectual such advantages ; 
but to talk of English happiness is like 
talking of Spartan freedom^ the Helots are. 
overlooked. In no other country can. such 
riches be acquired by commerce^ but it is 
the one who grows rich by the labour of 
the hundred. The hundred . human be- 
ings like himself, as wonderfully fashion- 
ed by Nature^ gifted with the like capaoi* 
ties, and equally made for immotrtality, 
are sacrificed body and soul*. . Horrible as 
it must needs appear, the assertion is. true 
to the very letter. They are deprived ia 
ehildhood of all instruction, and all ^9yi 
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meat ; of the i^portai in which childhood 
iflstinctivel J indulges^ of freah air hy day 
and of natoial sleep by night. Their 
health pbyBical and niocal is alike de- 
stroyed ; the^ die of diseases mduced hy 
UnremittiBg task^vork, hy confinement in 
the impure atmosphere of crowded rooms^ 
by the particles of metallic or vegetable 
dust which they are continaally inhaling; 
or they live to grow up without decency^ 
without comfort^ and without hope^ with- 
out morals^ without religion> and without 
shame, and bring forth slaves like them* 
selves to tread in- the same path of misery. 
The dwellings of the labouring manu- 
facturers are in narrow streets and lanes, 
blocked up from light and air, not, as in 
ovir country, to exclude an insupportable 
sun, but crowded together because every 
inch of land is of such value, that room 
for light and air cannot be afforded them. 
Here in Manchester a great proportion of 
the poor lodge in cellars, damp and dark, 
where every kind of fifth is suffeiied to 
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«ccumulatej because no exertions of do<r 
mestic cmre can ever make such homes 
decent. These places are so many hot^ 
beds of infection ; and the poor in large 
towns are rarely or never without an in** 
fectious fever among them^ a plague of 
their own, which leaves the habitations of 
the rich, like a Goshen of cleanliness and 
comfort, unvisited. 

Wealth flows into the country, but 
how does it circulate there i Not equally 
and healthfully through the whole system ; 
k sprouts into wens o^^^ tumours, and 
collects in aneurisms which starve and 
palsy the eztremiti^. The government 
indeed raises millions now as easily as it 
raised thousands in the days of Elizabeth : 
the metropolis is six times the size which 
it was a century ago ; it has nearly doubled 
daring the present reign; a thousand car^ 
riages drive about the streets of London^ 
where, three generations agO| there were 
not an hundred; a thousand hackney 
coaches are licensed in the same city^ 
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where at the same distance of time there 
was not one; they whose grandfathers 
dined at noon from wooden trenchers, 
and upon the produce of their own farms^ 
sit down by the light of waxen tapers to 
be served upon silver, and to partake of 
delicacies from the four quarters of the 
globe. But the number of the p6or, and 
the sujfFerings of the poor, have continued 
to increase ; the price of every thing which 
they consume has always been advancing, 
and the price of labour, the only commo- 
dity which they have to dispose of, re- 
mains the same. Work-houses are erect* 
ed in one place, and infirmaries in an- 
other; the poor-rates increase in piropor« 
tion to the taxes ; and in times of dearth 
the rich even purchase food, and retail it 
to them at a reduced price, or supply 
them with it gratuitously : still every year 
adds to their number. Necessity is the 
mother of crimes; new prisons are built, 
new punishments enacted; but the poor 
become year after year more numerous^ 
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more miserable^ and more depraved; and 
this is the inevitable tendency of the ma* 
nnfacturing system. 

This system is the boast of England^— > 
long may she continue to boast it before 
Spain shall rival her ! Yet this is the sys* 
tem which we envy, and which we are 
BO desirous to imitate. Happily our re- 
ligioB presents one obstacle; that inces- 
sant labour which is required in these 
task-houses can never be exacted in a 
Catholic country, where the Church has 
wisely provided so many days of leisure for 
the purposes of religion and enjoyment. 
Against the frequency of these holy days 
much has been said ; but Heaven forbid 
that the clamour of philosophizing com* 
mercialists should prevail, and that the 
Spaniard should ever be brutalized by un- 
remitting task-work, like the negroes in 
America^ and the labouring manufacturers 
in England! Let us leave to England 
^h^ boast of supplying all Europe with her 
wares ; let us leave to these lords of the 
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ike distinctioii of which thej are m 
tenaciousy that of being the white davet 
of the rest of the worlds aod doing fof it 
aU its dirty work. The poor most be kept 
miaerably poor^ or aoch a state of things 
could not continue i there most be laws 
to regulate their wages^ not by the valne 
of their work^ bnt by the pleasures of their 
masters ; laws to prevent their removal 
fyoxtk one place to another within the king* 
donl^ and to prohibit their eBsigratioB 
ont of it. They wonM not be crowded in 
hot task-houses by day, and herded toge» 
ther in damp cellars at night; they wooM 
not toil in unwholesome employownts 
from sun-rise tiU sun-set, wh<rie days, and 
whole days and quarters, for with twelve 
hours labour the avidity of ti»de is not sai- 
tisfied; they would not sweat night and 
day, keeping up this bms perenms * of the 
Devil, before furnaces which aie never 

* I am infonned by a catholic, that those con« 
▼enti in which the choir service is never disconti^ 
aued are said to have lairtpercnm theie.«-Ti^t 



inured to eod, and breathing in Tlipours 
which inevitably prodnee disease aiid 
death; the poor would never do these 
d)higs unless they were miserably pooi) 
unless they were in that state of abject po^* 
terty which precludes instruction^ and^ by 
destroying all hope for die future^ reduces 
man^ like the brntesj to seek for nothing 
beyond the gratification of present wants* 
How England can remedy this eTi!> for 
th^« are not wanting in England those 
who perceive and confess it to be an eYil> 
it is not eaqr to discover^ nor ia it my 
business to enquire. To us it is of more 
consequence to know how other countries 
may avoid it^ and^ as it is the prevailing 
systetn to encourage mianufactures every 
where^ to enquire how we may reap "as 
much good and as little evil as possible* 
The best methods appear to be by extend- 
ing to the utmost the use of machinery^ 
and leaving tiie price of labour to find its 
own level : the higher it is the better* 
The introduction of machinery in an old 
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uiaDufacturing country always produces 
distress by throwing workmen out of em- 
ploy^ and is seldom effected without riots 
and executions. Where new fabrics are 
to be erected it is obvious that this dif- 
ficulty does not'exist^ and equally obvious 
that^ when hard labour can be performed 
by iron and wood^ it is desirable to spare 
flesh and blood* High wages are a gene« 
ral benefit^ because money thus distributed 
is employed to the greatest general advan- 
tage* The labourer^ lifted up one step in 
society^ acquires the pride and the wants^ 
the habits and the feelings^ of the class 
now next above him.* Forethought, 
which the miserably poor necessarily and 
instinctively shun^ is, to him who earns' 

• This argument has been placed in a more for- 
cible light in the first volume of the Annual He* 
view, in an article upon the Reports of the Society 
for bettering the Condition of the Poor» attributed 
to a gentleman of Norwich* It is one of the ablest 
chapters upon this branch of political oeoonomy that 

has ever been written.— Tiu 

• 

t 
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a comfortable competence^ new pleasure ; 
be educates bis cbildren^ in tbe bope that 
tbey may rise bigber tban bimself^ and 
tbat be is fitting tbem for better fortunes. 
Prosperity is said to be more dangerous 
tban adversity to buman virtue ; botb are . 
wbolesome wben sparingly distributed^ 
both in tbe excess perilous ^Iways^ and 
often deadly: but if prosperity be tbus 
dangerous^ it is a danger whtcb falls to tbe 
lot of few ; and it is sufficiently proved by 
the vices of those unhappy wretches who 
exbt in slavery^ under whatever form or 
in whatever disguise^ tbat hope is as es« 
sential to prudence^ and to virtue^ as to 
happiness. 
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Mattchai9r*—Jcumey to Chedcr^^Packd* 
boat.^^Brindl^. — i2ai7 Jioacb.— CAesM* 
CathedraL-^New, JaiL — Astamnation Ml 
Mtf South of Europe not Uke Murder iu 
England. — Number t^ Criminab, — but 
jibaiement of Atrocity in Crmes^r^MiH* 
gation of Penul Law* — Eobert De»^^ 
EweeUem Administration of Jut^*"^ 
A^nenthnents still desired. 

A PLACE more destitate of all interesting 
objects than Manchester it is not easy 
to conceive. In size and population it is 
the second city in the kingdom^ contain- 
ing above fourscore thousand inha1>itants« 
Imag^ine this multitude crowded together 
in narrow streets^ the houses all built of 
brick and blackened with 8n\oke ; frequent 
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buildings among them as large as con* 
vents^ without their antiquity^ without their 
beauty^ without their holiness; where you' 
hear from within^ as you pass along, the 
everlasting din of machinery ; and where^ 
when the bell rings^ it is to call wretches 
to their work instead of their prayers^ . • .- 
Imagine this^ and you have the materials 
for a picture of Manchester, The most 
remarkable thing which I have seen here 
is the skin of^a snake^ fourteen English feet 
in lengthy which was killed in the neigh^ 
bourhoodj and is preserved in the library 
of the collegiate church. 
' We left it willingly on Monday morn* 
ing^ and embai!ked upon the canal in a 
. sti^e-boat bound for Chester^ b city which 
we had been advised by no megns to pass' 
by unseen. This was a new mode of 
travelling, and a delightful one it proved^ 
The shape of the machine resembles the 
common representations of Noah's ark; 
except that the roof is flatter, so made 
for the convenience of passengers. With-' 

VOL. II. F 
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in this floating house are two apartments^ 
seats in which are hired at different prices^ 
die parlour and ihe ^kitchen. Two hotses, 
bmi^essed one before the other, tow it 
along «at the rate of a league an hour^; the 
▼«ry pdee 'which it ib ^pleasabt to keep' up 
with. wh^ii- walking on the bank. The 
canal is just wide enough for two boats to 
pBss^ someti mes we gprung ashore, . S09Xke» 
times stood or sate upon the roof, — tilt 
to our surprise we were calfed down to 
dinner, and found that as good a meal 
hltd been prepared in the back part of the 
boat while we werb going on, as- would 
have been supplied atan inn. We joined 
in a wish that the s^a^me kind of travelling 
were extended every where : no tinie was 
lost ; kitchen and cellars travelled with us ; 
the motion was imperceptible; we could 
neither be overturhed nor run away with, 
if we sunk there was not depth of water to 
, drown us ; we could read as conveniently 
as in a house, or sleep as quietly as in a 
bed.- 
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England is now intersected in every di- 
rection by canals. This is the province in 
wbich'they were first tried by the present 
duke of Bridgewater^ whose fortone has 
been amply increased by the success of 
his experiment; His engineer Brindley 
waa a singular character^ a man of real ge- 
mus for ihiM particular employment^ who 
thoaght of nothing but locks and levels^ 
perfiiMBting iiiUs^ and floating, barges up- 
on aqueduct bridges over unmanageable 
streama. When he had a plan to form he 
usualfy went to :bed> and lay there work- 
ing it out in his head till the design was 
coinplefed* If ifr recorded of him^ that 
being ' asked in the course of an exami- 
nation before the House of Commons for 
what he supposed rivers were created^ he 
answered after a pause^ — ^To feed naviga- 
ble canals. 

Excellent as these canals are^ rail-roads 
are found to accomplish the same purpose 
at lesft expense. In these the wheels of 
ffae carriage move in groaves upon iron 
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bars laid all along the road ; where there 
is a descent no draught is required, and 
the laden waggons as they run down draw 
the empty ones up. These roads are al- 
ways used in the neighbourhood of coal-' 
mines and f ounderies* It has been recom- 
mended by speculatiTe men that they 
should be universally introduced, and a- 
hope held out that at some future time this 
will be done, and all carriages drawn along 
by the action of steam-engines erected at 
proper distances. If this be at present on^ 
of the dreams of philosophy, it is a phi-* 
losopby by which trade and manufactures 
would be benefited and money saved ; and 
the dream therefore may probably one day 
be accomplished. 

The canal not extending to Chester, we 
were dismissed from the boat about half 
way between the two cities, near the town 
of Warrington, which was just distant 
enough to form a pleasing object through 
tiie intervening trees. A stage, to which 
we were consigned, was ready to receive 
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lu; and we^ exchanged^ not very willingly^ 
the silent and imperceptible motion of a 
water jonmey, to be jolted over rough 
roads in a crowded and noisy coach. The 
country was little interesting, and became 
less so as we advanced* I saw two bodies 
swinging from a gibbet by the road side ; 
they had robbed and murdered a post-boy^ 
and, according to the barbarous and inde- 
cent custom of England, were hanged up 
upon the spot till their bones should fall 
«3under. 

. We found Chester to be as remarkable 
a place as our travelling friend at Man- 
chester had represented it. The streets 
are cut out of a soft red rock, and pas- 
sengers walk, not upon flag-stones at the 
side, as in most other cities, nor in the 
middle of the street, — but through the 
houses, upon a boarded parade, through 
what would elsewhere be the front room 
of the first floor. Whenever a lane or 
street strikes off, there is a flight of steps 
into the carriage road. The best shops 
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are Upon this oovered wajr> though tbeve 
are others uiid€iaeath>|itorii a level widd 
the street; The catbedual is a mean edi- 
fice of^soA^ red^ cmanbfy slone^ apparent* 
ly quarried upon ^ the spot: it'^would bare 
been folly to have .erected' any thing bet^ 
ter with such wretohed materials. 

The old walla are yet standing ; there is 
a walk on the top of them^ from whence 
we overlooked the Surrounding couatryj 
the mou&tains.of Wales hot far distant 
and the river Dee^ which passes by the 
city> wd f(»rms an estuary about two 
leagiles below it. The new jail is cbnsi* 
dered as a perfect model of prison arcfai- 
teoturej.a branch of the. art as mubh stu^ 
died by the English of the^ present <iay^' as 
ever cathedral building was* by their pioiis 
ancestors. The main objects attended to 
are, that the prisoners be kept apart from 
each olher^ and that the cells should be 
always open to inspection, and well venti- 
lated, so as to prevent infectious disorders, 
which were commonly occurring in old 
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prisooB. Tbe stnobnre oft thk; ploticiilar 
priBon ia^'siogubvly cmrioiui^' tbe-celb be^ 
iog so' constrained Ibkt ibe; jsitor from bis 
dweIltb^hoiGieH}|iii looHintaf every oae^r-^ 
a coimtiarpaft to thtt^wfatepdnng' dungeons 
in Siicilyj wfaich woold bavif delighted Dio* 
ny«u8. I Uiought of Asmodens^ and Don 
Cl«bfiaM. ' The '|tpartm«nt firom whenca 
we 'Were shown the ibtcrior of the prison 
was well; ahd e^en elel^ntly funiished'; 
there' Were gefanhnns flowerin^g vpott 
stands/-^ piano-forte, ^and musiobooks 
lying open^^-^and when we looked from 
the window we saw cfiminab with irons 
npon their legs^ in solitary xiimgedus^^^ 
one of them, who was intently reading 
sonie devotional book^ was, we were toldj 
certainly to be executed at the next; a»* 
sizes. Custom soon cauterizes human sym« 
patby ; or th^ situation of the keeper who 
sits: sormnnded with comforts, and has 
these things always in view, would be well 
nigh as deplorable as that of the wretches 
nnder his care. 



104 1.BTTER XXXIX. 

Of late years the office of jailor haa be- 
come of considerable impoortanee, and en- 
nobled by the Utle of Governor. The in<? 
crease, of criminals has given it this con- 
sequence ; and that the number of crimi- 
nals must be prodigiously, increased^ is 
sufficiently proved by the frequency and 
magnitude of these new prisons. In facty 
more persons annually suffer death in this 
country than in. the whole of Christendom 
besides:. and from hence it has been. in- 
ferred^ that: either the people of England 
are the most depraved people in Europe^ 
or their laws are the bloodiest. No, say 
the English; the true reason is, that in 
other countries crimes are committed with 
impunity,— -and they never fail to instance 
assassination: thus' they satisfy them- 
selves and silence the objector. True it is 
that in all the southern parts of Europe, 
to our shame be it spoken, assassination is 
far more frequently committed than pu- 
nished ; but murder with us, generally 
speaking, is neither in its motive nor in it» 
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manner^ the same atrocious crime which 
in^&igland is regarded with such religious 
abhorrence^ and punished with such cer« 
tain severity. Among us^ a love dispute 
between peasants or mechanics leads as 
regularly to this deadly spirit of revenge, 
as a quarrel upon the point of honour be- 
tween two English gentlemen. The Spa- 
nish zagal holds the life of his rival no 
cheaper than the English gentleman that 
of his equals who has elbowed hint in the 
street, or intruded into his places at the 
theatre; a blow with us is revenged by the 
knife, as it is in England with the pistoU 
The difference is, that the sense of honour 
extends lower in society among us, and 
that the impmuty which we allow to all, is 
restricted in England to the higher orders; 
and the truth is,, that, wherever assassina- 
tion or duelling prevails, the fault is more 
to be imputed to the laws than to the peo- 
ple. These are oiSences from which men 
may be easily deterred ; life will never be 

k2 
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held cheap by the peo|de^ if .the lawn teach 
them that it should bd held sacred.' 

livery stage of society 'has its- chamc^ 
teristic cf imes. The savage is hanl«heart«^ 
ed lo his children^ bnital to his women^ 
treacberoos to his enemies ; he steals and 
runs away with Us booty ; be poisons his 
weapons; he is cowardly- and crnel. In 
the barbarian^ pride and courage introduce 
a sense of honour which lays the founda-- 
tion for morality : he is a robber, not a 
thief, ferocious instead of cunning, rathcfr 
merciless than cruel. When states beci^me 
settled, new offencci^ spring up, as th^ 
weeds in meadow^Iand dijQerfrbm those of 
the waste ; laws are necessary to restrain 
the strong from oppressiouj and the weak 
from revenge. A new trib€ of evils ac- 
company civilization and comm^ce,— the 
vices which are fostered by wealth, and the 
crimes which are produced by Walit Still 
the progress of the human race, though 
slow, is sure; the lawt» and the people 
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soflben alite; and civmes and 
both beoome less attobious* 

More offenoes are cpmmiUed in England 
than in- otber countries^ because there is 
more wealth and more want ; greater temp-^ 
tations to provoke the poqr^ greater po* 
verty to render them liable to tea^ptation^ 
and less rdigious instruction to arm them 
against it. In Scotland^ wliere the puritan 
clergy retain something of their primitive 
zeal^ the people are more moral ; poverty 
is almost general th.ere^ and therefore the 
less felt^ because there is little wealth to 
invite the contrast* In both countries the^ 
greliter number of offences are frauds ; 
even they who prey upon society pairtake 
of its amelioration^ and fdrsiske the barba* 
rous habits of robbery and murder^ for 
methods less perilous to themselves and to 
others. The weasel fares better than the 
wolfj and continues her secret depredations 
after the wolf has been extirpated. In 
Ireland^ on the contrary^ where the cha* 
racteristics of savage life are still to be 
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found, murder is the most frequent crime f 
and, horrid as it is^ it is generally rendered 
still more so by circumstances of wanton 
cruelty. If the Welsh are addicted to any 
peculiar offence it is sheep-stealing, be** 
cause the sheep have ceased to be wild> — 
and the people have, not. 

The laws are mitigated in due proportion 
to the amelioration of the people : — it was 
formerly the custom, if a prisoner refused 
to plead to a capital charge^ to stretch him 
upon his back, and lay weights upon his 
breast, which were daily to be increased 
till he died ; now he is regarded as guilty^ 
and sentenced as such. Till lately, women 
were burnt when. men were only hanged ;* 
the punishment is now the same for both 
sexes; the horrible butchery for treason^ 
by which the martyrs suffered under the 
persecutions of Elizabeth and James, is 
commuted for beheading* In these last 

* Only for coiniii^y and for murdering their bus* 
bands. Tbe author seems to have supposed it was 
always the case.— Tiu 
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instances the mitigatioD is of the na- 
tional manners^ and not of the law: but 
the laws themselves should be amended ; 
custom is no security: a cruel ministeir 
might enforce these inhuman sentences 
which are still pronounced, — and nations 
can never take too maisy precautions 
against the possibility of being rebar- 
barized. There is no Mherieordia in Engr 
land : and, except indeed for spiritual as* 
sistance, its humane services are not need* 
ed ; the prisoners are sufficiently fed and 
clothed, and the law which punishes, al- 
lows every alleviation of punishment which 
does not defeat the main end of justice* 
Something of the spirit of this charitable 
institution was displayed by an individual 
in the metropolis two centuries^ ago. He 
gave fifty poundd to the parish in which 
the great prison is situated, on condition 
tbat^ for ever after> a man on the night 
preceding an execution should go to New- 
gate in the deiul of the night, and strike 
with a hand-bell twelve tolls with double 

10 
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Strokes^ as near the cells of tlii^ condemii* 
edcriminals a8pos8iblej-*^the&exhori them 
to repentancef. The great bell of the chureh. 
was also to toll wheQ they were passing by 
on their way to exeeation, and the beU« 
man was to look over the wall and* exhort 
all good people to pray to God far>the poo? 
sinners who were going to* suffer death« 
Robert Dew was the name of thi^ pioos 
man : the chtirch is dedicated tothe Hdy 
Sepulchre^ which these heretics have inge- 
niously converted into a sunt! 

I need not; tell yon that the torture has 
long since been abolished in England. Is 
no other part of the world are lawa so weR 
executed ; crimes are never committed 
here with impunity ;-^there is n& ridspect 
of persons, justice is never defeated by de- 
lay, and the people are not familiariised to 
cruelty by the sight of cruel punishments. 
The effect of so familiarizing a nation has 
been dreadfully exemplified in Prance. AU 
history does* not present a spectacle more 
inexpiably disgraceful to the country in 
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which it occurred^ than the council of sur-^ 
geons assembled to fix the. sentence of 
Damiens ; a council appointed by the king 
of France and his ministers^ to discover in 
what manner the poor madman could be 
made to feel the most exquisite tortures, 
and kept alive as long as possible to endure 
them ! LoUis XV. signed this sentence^--^ 
and then desired he might not be told 
wbeii it was to be executed^-^because it 
would hurt his feelings ! The present king 
of Erigland has^ in like manner, twice es* 
caped death; and in both instances the 
unhappy persons concerned have been 
lodged in the public hospital for the in- 
sane* Is there upon record another con* 
trast so striking between two neighbouring 
nations i 

Even however in England some improve* 
ments are still desirable in criminal law* 
The principle of the law is, that eveiy man 
shall be presumed innocent till he is pro- 
ved guilty ; yet this principle is never car- 
ried into effect, and the accused are confi- 
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ned in irons: — it is necessary to secure 
them ; but any rigour not absolutely neces^ 
sary for this purpose, is in manifest viola** 
tion of this humane and just axiom. A. 
pleader should be permitted to defend the 
prisoner, as well as one to accuse him;, 
where the innocence of the prisoner is 
proved^ he ought to be indemnified for 
the losses he has sustained, and the ex* 
penses he has incurred by his imprison- 
ment and trial; where he is convicted,, 
the expense of bringing him to justice, 
ought to fall upon the public, not upoik 
the individual prosecutor^ already a stt£-. 
ferer by the offence. 
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Voyage tB Liverpool. — FiUIuf Custom at 
the Inns. — School of the BUnd.^^Athe* 
naum. — Mr Roscoe. — Journof to Ken* 
dot* 

Wednesday, July 14* 

Wb left Chester yesterday at noon^ and 
embarked again apon a canal. Our last 
navigation had ended by transferring, us to 
a coach ; we had now to undergo a more 
unpleasant transfer. The canal reached 
the Mersey^ a huge river which forms the 
port of Liverpool^ across which we had 
about three leagues to; sail in a slant direc* 
tion. A vessel was ready to receive us^ 
on beard of which we embarked^ and set 
sail vrith a slack wind. At first it was 
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pleasant 8ailiag,-'the day fair^ a castellated 
hill in full view up the river^ and Liver- 
pool at a distance^ near to its mouthy upon 
the northern shore. But the wind rose^ 
the watcir became roughs there came on 
a gale from the west with heavy rain^ 
which drove us below deck^ and then we 
were driven up again by flie steoch of a 
close cabin^ and the sickness of women 
and children. The gale was so i^ong 
-that we had reason to be thankful for 
reaching the town in safety. 

Immediately upon our landing we were 
surromided by boys proffering cards'of the 
different inns by which they were (em- 
ployed to. look out for strangers, and con- 
testing who should carry our luggage* The 
rain continued, and confined ns for the 
evening. They have a filthy cnatbln at 
the inns in England, that when you pull o^T 
your boots, theman bringsyov a pair of. old 
slippers, which serve for all travellers, and 
indeed are frequently worn-out shoes with 
the heels cut away : clean as the English 
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are^ this improprieiy do^s not in the 
slightest 4^re^ offend them. 

The next morning we enquired for a 
gentleman with whom I had been ac- 
quainted ip Londont A book containing 
the names and place of abode of all the 
inhabitants is kept in every inn : so that 
there watno difficulty in fiuding him out. 
With him we spent the day^ and were oh* 
liged to him tot showing us whatever was 
most worthy of notice in the town. There 
is no cathedral^ no castle^ gate^ town"*wallf 
or monument of antiquity^ no marks of de- 
cay. Every thipg is the work of lateyeaiSj 
almost of the present generation. ^ 

There is but one fine street in the city^ 
which is terminated by the Exchange, a 
handsome structure ; but as you look up 
the street to it^ it is not in the centre^ and 
this irregularity produces a singularly un- 
pleasant effect. One side of the street, 
it seems, was built with reference to this 
Exchange, and the other was to have cor- 
responded with it ; but when the governors 
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of the city came to purchase the ground^ 
some obstacles were discovered which had 
not been foreseen. As there are few fine 
streets^ so there are few which display much 
poverty : this external appearance of pro- 
sperity is purchased at a dear price ; for the 
poor^ as in Manchester^ live mostly in cel- 
lars^ underground. The height of some of 
the warehouses excited the wonder of my 
companion^ and he expressed bis surprise 
that I should not be astonished at them also. 
In fact^old houses in England are generally 
lower than modern ones^ and even these 
have never more than four floors. Yet the 
value of ground is prodigiously greats and 
the island is not subject to earthquakes. 

Here is a hospital for horses^ of which 
the sign-board caught my eye as we passed 
along. We visited a school for the blind^ 
a sight as interesting as it was melancholy* 
They make curtain lines by a machine 
which a blind man contrived ; Ifst-slippers^ 
which were an invention of the French 
emigrants ; baskets ; — every things in shorty 
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in which the sense of sight can be supplied 
by touch. It was surprising to see them 
move about the room^ steering clear of 
every thing as surely as though they had 
seen what was before them^ — as if they had 
possessed that sixth sense^ which experi- 
mental naturalists^ the most merciless of 
human beings, are said to have discovered 
in bats, when they have put out their eyes 
for the sake of seeing how the tortured ani- 
mal can find its way without them* They 
sung a hymn for our gratification : their 
voices were fine ; and ^tbe deep attention 
which was manifest in their eyeless faces^ 
dead as they necessarily were to all exter- 
nal objects which could distract them, was 
affecting and even awful. Such as dis- 
cover a taste for music are instructed in 
it; and some have been thus enabled 
to support themselves as organists in the 
churchesj and by tuning instruments. The 
blind must be very numerous in £ng* 
land, as I am told there are many such 
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institntions ; but there is good reason t« 
hope that the number will be materially 
lessened in future by the vaccine inocula- 
tion^ a very large proportion of these poor 
sufferers having lost their eyes by the small- 
pox. 

Liverpool has become a place of great 
maritime trade^against every natural disad* 
vantage. The river is sheltered only from 
the norths and at low-water sand-banks 
may be seen round its mouth for leagues 
off in every direction. Vessels when leap 
ving port easily avoid them> because they 
start with a fair wind^ but to returning 
ships they are far more perilous. In spite 
of this> there is not any other place where 
so much mercantile enterprise is dis- 
played in England^ nor perhaps in the 
whole world.^— 'Two ships came in while 
we were upon the quay : it was a beautiful 
sight to see them enter the docks and take 
their quiet station^ a crowd flocking to- 
wards them, some in curiosity to know 
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what they were^ others in hope and in 
fear^ hastening to see who had returned 
in them. 

Fortunes are made here with a rapidity 
unexampled in any other part of England. 
It is true that many adventurers fail ; yet 
with aH the ups and downs of commercial 
speculation^ Liverpool prospers beyond all 
other poriis. There is too a princely If- 
berality ini^ merchants^ which^ even in 
London^ is not rivalled. Let any thing be 
proposed for the advantage and ornament^ 
or honoor of the town^ however little akin 
it may be to their own pursuits^ habits^ and 
feelings> they are ready with subscriptions 
to any attiounl. It has lately been resol- 
ved upon to have a botanical garden here ; 
a large sum has been raised for the pur- 
pose, and the ground purchased. '^ It will 
be long/' said I to our friend, '' before 
this can be brought to any perfection.'^ 
'* Oh, sir/' said he, with a smile of tri- 
umph which it was delightful to perceive, 
^' you do not know how we do things 
at liverpool* Money and activity work 
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wonders. In half a dozen years we shall 
have the finest in England.^ 

The history of their Athensum is a 
striking instance of their spirit : — by this 
name they call a public library, with a* 
reading-room for the newspapers and other 
jonmals, — for all periodical publications, 
whether daily, monthly, quarterly, or year- 
ly, are called jotiniaZi in England. Two of 
the literary inhabitants were tcUking one 
day after dinner of the want of a public 
library in the town, and they agreed to call 
a meeting for the purpose of forming one. 
The meeting was ad vertised,-— they went to 
it, — and found themselves alone. '' What 
shall we do now ?" said the one : '' here 
is an end of the business/' '' No,'' said 
his friend ;— '* take you the chair, I will be 
secretary ; we will draw up our resolutions 
unanimously, and advertise them/' They 
did so ; and in four-and-twenty-hours suf- 
ficient funds were subscribed to establish 
the finest institution of the kind in the 
kingdom. , 

Literature also flourishes as fairly as 
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commerce^ A history of Lorenzo de M^ 
dici appeared here about eight years agq^ 
which even the Italians have thought wor* 
thy of translation^ .The Jibraries of Flo- 
rence were searched for materials for this 
work^ and many writings of Lorenzo him- 
self first given to the world in Liv^pool. 
This work of Mr Iloscoe's has. diffused a 
general taste for the literature of Italy. It 
has been said of men of letters, that, like 
prophets, they have no honour in their own 
country ; but.to this saying, to which there 
are so few exceptions, one honourable one 
is to be found here. The people of I#iver- 
pool are proud of their townsman : whe- 
ther they read his book or not, they are 
sensible it has reflected honour upon thei^* 
town in the eyes of England and of Europe, 
and they have a love and jealousy of its 
honour, which has seldom been found any 
where except in those cities where that 
love was nationality, because the city and 
the state were the same. This high and 
just estimation of Mr Roscoe is the more 

VOL. II. o 
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praiseworthy^ because he is known to be 
an enemy to the slave-trade, the peculiar 
disgrace of Liverpool. 

Thorsdayi 15. 
We had choice of stage-coaches to Ken- 
dal^ but it was only a choice between two 
of the same sort, the long, coffin-shaped 
machines, of which we had bad so bad a 
sample between Worcester and Birming- 
ham. One of these we ascended at seven 
this morning for a day's journey of twenty 
leagues. The outskirts of Liverpool have 
an unsightly appearance,^«->new streets of 
houses for the poorer classes, which bear 
no marks either of cleanliness or com- 
fort, fields cut up for the foundations of 
other buildings, brick yards, and kilns 
smoking on every side. It was not easy 
to say where the town ended ; for the 
paved way, which in all other parts of 
England ends with the town, continued 
here the whole stage, sorely to our annoy«> 
ance. We passed through Ormskirk^ a town 
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chiefly famolis for the preparation of anoB* 
trum of more repute than efficacy against 
hydrophobia^ and breakfasted a stage be- 
yond it^ at a single inn beside a bridgCi the 
worst and dirtiest house of entertainment 
which I have yet seeti in England. Some- 
times we had a tiew of the sea towards Ire- 
land ; but the country was flat and unplea- 
sant^ and the trees all blighted and stunt- 
ed in their growth ; they seemed to have 
shrunk and twisted themselves to avoid the 
severity of the sea-blasts* x 

Preston was the next stage^ a large ma- 
nufacturing town: before we entered it we 
crossed the river Ribble by a good bridge^ 
and immediately ascended a long hill^ — it 
was the only pleasant spot which we had 
seen upon the way* Near this place an offi- 
cer once methisdeath in battle by a singular 
accident. His horse upon some disgust he 
took at the guns^ as the old writer oddly 
expresses it^ ran off and leapt a ditch ; the 
man*s sword fell, and at the same minute 
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he was thrown upon its pointy, a^d it ran 
him through. There is a spring abont 
three leagues from hence, the water of 
which will burn with a. blue flame like spirits 
of wine. Beyond Preston the roads were 
good, and the country also improved. We 
changed horses again at Garstang, a little 
town ^here the picture over the inn door 
caught my notice. It was an eagle carrying 
away a child — representing a circunistance 
which is believed to have happened in old 
times in this '^part of the country. Near 
the town we saw the ruins of a castle to 
the right. Another easy stage brought us 
to Lancaster, one of the best built cities in 
the kingdom. The view as we left it after 
dinner was truly fine; two stone bridges 
over the river Louj th^ town on the oppo- 
site bank, and on the highest part of the 
hill a castle> which has been newly built 
or repaired as a prison. — Lancaster could 
scarcely have appeared more beautiful in 
the days of the shield and the lance* 
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Oar laud of promise was now in sight; 
high monntains seen across a great bay, 
with all the aerial hues of distance : hot 
the clouds gathered^ and we were driven tm 
take shelter in the coach from a heavy rain. 
About ten we arrived at Kendal. Here, 
while supper was preparing^ we sent for A 
Guide to the Lakes, and a map of them. 
This is one of the comforts of travelling in 
England ; — wherever you go> printed in- 
formation is to be found concerning every 
thing which deserves a stranger's notice. 
From hence our pedestrian.expedition was 
to begin. We took out our knapsacks, 
stored them with a change of linen, 8cc., 
and dispatched our trunks by the carrier 
to meet us at Ambleside* 

They produced at supper potted char, 
which is their delicacy, this fish being pe- 
culiar to the Lakes. So many are potted 
and sent to other parts of the country, 
chiefly as presents, that pots are made on 
purpose, which have on them a rude repre- 
sentation of the fish. It resembles a trout. 
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but is I am told more beautifully spotted, 
and of a more delicate flavour, lu iti 
potted state it was very good, as I suppose 
any eatable fish would have been if prepa^ 
fed in the same mauner. 
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Queen Mary L — Lake of Winandermere% 
-^Ambleside. — Lake of Coniston. — 
KirkUone Mountain. — Lake oY'Brother* 
tpaier. — Paterdale.^Lake of tmiiijiter. 
^Penriih. . '^^^'"^ 

Friday, July 16. < 

Kendal^ though less populous and less 
busy than the noisy manufacturing towns 
which we have left behind us^ is yet a 
place of thriving industry^ and has been so 
during some centuries. The most in-» 
teresting fact connected with its history - 
is this; after the death of Henry VIII. his 
daughter^ the pious Mary^ being deeply 
concerned for the state of his unhappy 
69i;il^ would fain have set apart the re- 
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venues of this parochial church as a fund 
for masses ia his behalf. She consulted 
proper persons upon this matter^ who as- 
sured h^r that the pope would never con- 
sent to it ; and she then^ still endeavouring 
to hope that he was not utterly out of the 
reach of intercession^ gave the advowson 
to a college which he had founded in 
Cambridge^ thinking that^ as the founda 
tion of this college was the best thing he 
had done for hiomelf^ the best thing she 
could do for him would be to augment its 
revenues for his sake. 

The morning threatened rain, luckily, 
as it induced us to provide ourselves with 
umbrellas, a precaution which we might 
otherwise have neglected. They make ' 
these things in England to serve also as 
walking-sticks, by which means they are 
admiraUy adapted for foot travellers. 
Much rain has fallen lately in this neigh- 
bourhood ; and the influx of such visitors 
as ourselves is so great, that the person of 
whom we purchased these umbrellas told 
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os^ he had sold forty ia the coCirse of the 
^eek. 

After breakfast we began our march. 
You would .have smiled to sec me with the 
knapsack buckled over my breasi^ and a 
staff in hand^ which^ if not so picturesque 
as the piigrimS^ is certainly more con- 
venient in so showery a land as this. Our 
way was up and down steep hills^ by a 
good road.. The carts of this country are 
drawn by a single horse ; and this is con- 
ceived to be so much the best mode of 
draughti that the Board of Agriculture is 
Endeavouring to make it general through* 
out the kingdom. In about two hours we 
came in sight of WTriandermere^ rn^re 
beid'g another word for ktke. W^ had 
now travelled over two leagues of unin- 
teresting ground^ where the hiiis were so 
high as to excite expectation of something 
to be seen from the summit which we 
were toiling up^ and when we had reached 
the snmmit^ not high enough to realize 
the expectation they had excited. The 
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momkig bad been over-cast; twice we 
bad been obliged to our portable pent- 
bouses for saying us from a wetting ; the 
sun had oftentimes struggled to. show him* 
self^ and as often was overclouded again 
after ineffectual gleams : but now, when 
we bad reached the height from which our 
promised land was indeed visible^ the 
weather ceased to be doubtful^ the sun 
came fairly fortb^ the clouds dispersed^ and 
we sat down upon a little rock by the road 
ttde to overlook the scene^ perhaps with 
greater pleasure^ because we had at one 
time so little hope of beholding it in such 
perfection. 

The lake which lay below us is about 
three leagues in length : but a long nar- 
row island stretches athwart it in the mid«* 
dkj and divides it into two parts. The 
lower half resembles a broad river, con- 
tracting its breadth towards the extremity 
of the view, where the hills on both sides 
seem to die away* The upper end is of a 
more complicated, but far nobler charac* 
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ten Here the lake is considerably wider;, 
k is studded with many little islands^ and 
sarronnded with mountains, whose varie-. 
ties of form and outline it would be hope- 
kss to attempt describing. They have 
not that wavy and ocean*like appearance, 
which you have seen round you among 
some of our sierras ; each has its indivi- 
dual form and character ; and the whole 
have a grandeur, an awfulness, to which 
till now I had been a stranger. Two or 
three boats were gliding with white sails 
upon this calm and lovely water. The 
large idand in the middle is planted with 
ornamental trees, and in the midst of it is 
a house, for the architecture of which no 
other excuse can be offered, than that, be- 
ing round, and other houses usually square, 
something unusual may be conceived to 
suit so singular a situation. We were 
eager for a nearer view, and proceeded 
cheerfully to Bowness, a little town upon 
its shore; and from thence to , the end 
of a long tongue of land, whence we 
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crossed to an ino called the IBertj, on the 
opposite baDk^ — a sin^e house, oversha* 
dowed by some fin^ sycamore trees^ which 
grow close to the watier^side. 

We were directed to a castellated build* 
ing above the inn, standing upon a craggy 
pointy but in a style so foolish, that, if any 
thing could mar the beauty of so beautiful 
a scene, it would be this ridiculous edifice. 
This absurdity is not remembered when 
you are within, and the spot is well 
chosen for a banqueting-house. The 
room was hung with prints, representing 
the finest similar landscapes in Great Bri* 
tain and other countries, none of the re- 
presentations exceeding in beauty the real 
prospect before us. The windows were 
bordered with coloured glass, by which 
you might either throw a yellow sunshine 
over the scene, or frost it, or fantastically 
• tinge it with purple. — Several boats were 
anchored off the island ; the neighbouring 
islets appeared more beautifui than this 
inhabited one, because 'their trees and 
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shrubs bad not the same trfan^ plantation- 
appearance^ and their shores were left with 
their natural inequalities and ^inge of 
weeds; whereas the other was built up like 
a inound- against the water. 

After dinner we landed on the islahd, 
a liberty wliich is liberally allowed to 
strangers : having perambulated its wind- 
ing walks^ we rowed about among the 
other islets^ enjoying the delightful scene 
till sun«set. Kingdoms^ it is said^ are ne- 
ver sb happy as' during those years when 
they furnish nothing for historians to re* 
cord: I think of this now^ when feeling 
bow happy I have been to>-day^ and how 
little able I am to describe this happine^« 
Had we been robbed on the road^ or over* 
taken by storms and upset in the lake^ 
here would have been adventures ibr a let- 
ter:— do not ho wtever suppose that I am 
ambitious of affording you entertainment 
at any such price. 
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(mes modernizedj and marks of the ioflaic 
of money to be seen every where. 

It was noon when we arrived^ for the 
distance was not quite two leagues. Two 
smaller lakes were to be seen within a 
league of Ambleside^ called Ryedale and 
Grasmere^ and two waterfalls on the way« 
This was our afternoon's walk> and a more 
beautiful one perhaps is not to be found in 
the wide world. My own recollections are 
so inadequately represented by any form 
of words, that it is best to give up the at« 
tempt as hopeless. One of the waterfalls^ 
however^ is of so singular a character that 
it may be imagined from description. We 
were admitted into a little but, and then 
beheld it from the window of a rude room^ 
falling under a bridge^ into a bason be- 
tween rocks which were overhung with 
trees. Every thing is upon so small a 
scale^ that the trick of surprise is not of«* 
fensive^ and the sort of frame through 
which it was seen^ not dissuitable to the 
picture. On our way back we took shelter 
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ftom a shower in a cottage^ where the 
ifiiiBtress was making oaten cakes^ the bread 
of this province. The dough being laid on 
around boards which was a little hollowed^ 
ithe clapped it out with her hands till it 
covered the Board ; then slipt it off upon 
a round iron plate of the same size^ which 
was placed over a wood fire ; and when the 
cake was crisp on the one side^ as it soon 
became^ being very thin^ she turned it. 
We tasted of this bread : it was dry^ but 
not unpleasant. They who are accustomed 
to it like it well^ and think it nutritious; 
but it is said to produce or aggravate cu- 
taneous diseases. 

Siind*ay. 
The English are not quite so mad in 
their own country as they are abroad ; and 
yet follies enough are committed at home 
to show that travelling Englishmen are no 
unfaithful representatives of their country- 
men. We had as sin&:ular an instance of 
their characteristic folly this morning at 
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could be wished. D. and I were on onr 
way to yUit Coniston Lake^ when, as we 
were ascending a hill^ we saw an open car*, 
riage drawn by two horses coming down : . 
the body of the carriage was placed upon 
the wheels with the back part forwards^ 
and a gentleman was driving with his back, 
to the horses^ and never looking round. 
The hill was sleep, and the road winding; 
he was going at no very safe pace ; and if; 
the horses had not been more cautious 
than their master, we might very probably 
have had an opportunity of seeing what 
it was in the inside of his head, which sup-* 
plied the place of brains. Some wager mqst 
have been the occasion of this prank. 

It was but a dreary road to Coniston, of 
two leagues, — neither were we well repaid 
when we got there by the sight of a lake 
extending into a tame country* Had we 
approached from the other end it would 
not perhaps have disappointed us, bat we 
came from the mountains at its head, in- 
stead of advancing towards them. Slates 
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of remarkable size are used for fences and 
in building about this neighbourhood. 
They are 30 high that I saw one row form-* 
ing the whole front of a cottage^ and in 
another place a house^porch was con* 
structed of four, one on each side, and 
two leaning against each other for the roof. 
The quarry is among the mountains. 

The language of the people here is al- 
most unintelligible to me ; it resembles 
Scotch more than English. D. is fre> 
quently at a loss to understand their mean^ 
ing, though they seem to have no difficulty 
in understanding him. 

On Monday we left Ambleside, and toil- 
ed up Kirkstone Mountain, perhaps the 
longest and most laborious pass in Eng- 
land, a full league up, though the highest 
point of the road is considerably below 
the summit of the mountain. Immedii^ 
ately upon beginning to descend, a stri* 
king scene 'opened upon us; we were be- 
tween two walls of rock, ^d on the l,eft 
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hand a brook^ increased by innutnerable 
streams from the heights on either side^ 
rolled down a rocky channel. This open- 
ing soon spread into a vale, which conti- 
nued to widen before us as we advanced. 
Here we saw scattered cottages built of 
loose stones and covered with slates, both 
roof and sides so rudely built, so tinged 
by weather, and clothed with ferns and 
mosses, as to blend with the colours of 
the natural scenery, almost as if they had 
been things of natare themselves, and not 
the work of man* They are the rudest 
cottages which I have seen in England, 
and indicate either great laziness in the 
inhabitants, or dismal poverty. 

In this rude vale we met a travelling 
Jew pedlar, laden with barometers land 
thermometers. What an extraordinary 
land is this ! In a place as wild and sa- 
vage as the desert of Batuecas might we 
have purchased such weather-glasses, as 
certainly it would be hopeless to seek for 
in most of the cities in Spain« 

The waters which accompanied our de<« 
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scent spread themselyes into a lUtle lake 
in the valley » called Brotberwater ; small, 
but exquisitely beautiful. 1 have never 
seen a single spot more beautiful or more 
rememberable. The mountain behindy— 
it is one of the highest in the country,— 
forms a cove, in which a single old man** 
sion stands in a green field among old trees. 
The most rigid Jeronymites could not 
wish for a place of more total seclusioon 
Out of this lake 60 wed a little river/ clear^ 
rapid, and melodious ; we crossed it, and 
our path lay along its banks. How .often 
did I stop and look back, and close my 
eyes to open them again, as if repetition 
could better impress the landscape upon 
remembrance than continuity ; the delight 
I felt was mingled with sorrow by a sense 
of transi tori n ess ;-^it was even painful to 
behold scenes so beautiful, knowing that 
I should never behold them more. 

We had started early, to have the day 
before us, so that we reached Paterdale to 
breakfast; the distance was two leagued 
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and a half) enough to raise an appetite 
even had it been plain groundj — and the 
mountain air had made us almost ravenous. 
If the people of the inn bad not been pre- 
pared for a succession of numerous visi- 
tors^ our hunger might have looked for 
supplies in vain : and if many of their 
visitors were as hungry as ourselves, they 
would breed a famine in the land. No 
banquet, no wines could have exhilarated 
us more than food* We truly felt the joy 
of health and the reward of exercise. 

The abundance of water in these vales 
is more delightful than can be^ imagined. 
Nothing languishes here for drought. It 
is the midst of summer, and the broojcs 
are full. If the sound of a tank or a wa« 
ter-wheel is so agreeable, judge what the 
voice must be of these living streamy 
now breaking round rocks, which, in the 
process of ages, they have worn smooth^ 
now leaping aUd fdaming from crag to 
crag) now coursing over a bed of pebbles. 
How little do our Valverdes andiValpa- 



1 
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Yaisos bear comparison with these vales^ 
which are kept always green by streams 
which never fail ! 

Here we took boat upon the lake of Uls- 
Water. The beauties of Winandermere, 
highly as they had excited our admiration^ 
seemed as nothing when we compared 
them with this grander country. Higher 
mountains rose here immediately from the 
Lake^ and instead of villas and gardens 
there was a forest on the shore. On Wi- 
nandermere I had wished for gondolas and 
mirth and music ;— here I should have felt 
that they were incongruous with the scene^ 
and with the feelings which it awakened.^^ 
The domestic architecture of the English 
is however so abominable that it will spoil 
whatever can be spoilt. There is a^ detest- 
able house here belonging to a gentleman, 
who, for his great possessions in the vale, 
is called theKingof Paterdale. Wherever 
it is seen it is as impertinent and ofFensiveas 
the old Gracioso* in a scene of real p8us3ion« 

* The buffoon of the Spanish stage.— *Tr. 
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Ulawater forpis three reacheSj-T-eac{i 
three miles in length* The whole ca^ 
never be seen at one view^ nor indeed any 
two of the reaches except irom their point* 
We landed near a singular buildings which 
serves as a hunting^seat for the duke qf 
Norfolk^ and we were admitted to see a 
waterfall in bis garden. Nature produccyi 
as endless varieties of scenery with tlKe 
dements of wood, water^ and rock, as she 
does of countenance with the features q( 
the human face^ and it is as hopeless \p 
delineate by words the real character qf 
one as of the other. Ara Force is the name 
of this waterfall. A chaise passed us as we 
were returning to the boat ; there were 
three picturesque tourists in it, and one of 
them was fast asleep in the corner. 

The lake and the mountains end toge- 
ther ; a broad and rapid river called the 
Emont flows out of it We landed, and 
proceeded a league and quarter through 
a cultivated country to Penrith^ a town 
which, though we should have thought 



little of it in any other part of England^ 
neems here, by comparison, like a metro- 
polis. The flies have grievously torment- 
ed us upon out walk* I used to complain 
of our mosquitos, but they have at least 
the modes^ to wait for night and dark- 
Biess ;-— these English tormentors attack 
man to his face in broad day-light. Cer- 
tainly they are of the same species as those 
which were chosen to be one of the 
plagues of ^gypt* 
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FubM Penrith to Keswlclc is four leagues 
and a half ; and as we were told there was 
no place where we could hreakfast upon 
the way, we lay in bed tUl « later hour 
than would otherwise have beseemed pe* 
destrians. The views were uninteresting 
^er such scenery as we had lately {>assed^ 
yet, as we were returning to the moun<» 
tainous country, they improved as we ad- 
vanced. Oiir road lay under one very fine 
mountain caUed Saddleback, and from 
every little eminence we beheld before us 
in the distance the great boundaries of the 
vale of Keswick. At lengthy after walking 



ibh hom$, we asra^ded ' Ae last hili, and 
saw the yale below us witb il» lake and 
town, ^vt% RAind with monntaiBs even 
Biore Taded in their ontiine, and more 
xemaifcably grouped, liban anj which we 
had left behind. It waa^beginningto rain ; 
and to confess the truth, we derived more 
^satisfaction from the aight of liie town 
tbaA fraoa the wondem ar€^Bd it. Joy« 
fuBy we reached the* iton to Whioh our 
taaibB had be^n directed IvomAAiUefliidej 
bttt^our joy was in oaorfigtl tJegree damped 
by the unADeicome >nt$dligenee that die 
houne was foS- Was d»ere ^ancAber imt f**- 
tJhat wiaa Mi afco ; the towa was crowded 
wMi cqnipany^ but if we would walk m 
1^1^ would endeafvonr to procure na beds* 
la a few mioii^ea word waa brooghA ns Aat 
tbey had proetired one bed, if we had no 
olgecfion %o deep ^ogetiber/^-and if we 
had, it aeemed there WM no aiterDative. 
We were assured, i(n oar comfort^ i^at 
atrangers had sometimea^ slept in their car* 
vvflkgea, Aecordinglyweweie^eoBducledto 
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but apiEirtdient, which preyed to be at ihtf 
' house of the barber. 

The Barber in England is not the im^ 
portant pei:sonage he is in our country} 
he meddks with no surgical instruments^ 
and the few who draw teeth practise ex- 
clusively among the poor^ and are oonsider** 
ed as degrading the profession ; — still the 
barber is a person of importance every 
where* Our host was as attentiyely civil 
Its man could. be^ and partly out of com- 
pliment to him, partly from a fancy to be 
shaved in the English fashion, I submit- 
ted my chin to him* Barbers-basons, it 
seems, are as obsolete here as helmets, and 
Don Quixote must in this country have 
found some other pretext for attacking a 
poor shaver. Instead of rubbing the soap 
upon the face, he used a brush ; this mode 
of operating is not so cleanly as our owiv 
but it is more expeditious. We find him 
of great use in directing our movements 
here* He has been a sailor; was in the 
famous action against the Comte de 
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Cfrasse; and after having been in all parts 
9f the worlds returned at last to his native 
place^ to pass the remainder of his days 
hi this hnmbler bat more gainful employ- 
ment. His wife was as active as himself 
in serving us; our trunks were present- 
ly brought up^ — ^the table laid^— dinner 
brought from the inn;-=-and though wq 
might have wished for a larger apartment^ 
^hieb was not to serve for bed-room as 
well^ yet the behaviour of these people 
was so unlike that of inn-waiters, and had 
so much thC' appearance of real hospita- 
lity, that the gratification of seeing it was 
worth some Jlttle inconvenience* The 
room is very neat^ and bears marks of in- 
dustrious frugality ;^t has a carpet com* 
posed of shreds of list of different colours^ 
and over the chimney-piece is the portrait 
of one of the admirals under whom out 
host had served* 

. It rained all night, and we were congra* 
tulated upon this^ because the waterfall of 
liodpre^ th^ most famous in all this coun^ 
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bud bfCAfcfiiftlcii » VMii WM xeady £09 Hi^ 
aad ivje eB»bi«ke4 on ihe lake^ ab^ni half 
s mile fvom the town* A toale .&r %ht 
-fittiumfiCp if I nay 00 fitt llalKr mjaelf 
aft te reaten i^n it firem self^obtorvAP 
tioD» 4iffiiB» from a ta»te for the arte hi 
this renarkable point/^that inadbead of 
i»>ijriftg us faatidioiis^ it prodaces a dispof. 
sifcien to reoeiye deligbi^ and teaches ua ta 
feel ■K>Ke pleaaare in discovefiog be^iiIjA 
tiian co Mw awe a iB eii|oy in detocking m 
&vlt. I have flometimea been aatiated 
vith works of art ; a collection of picturm 
fatigues me, and I have regarded them at 
leatoratber as a taak than as a pleasmiet 
Here, on the oontraiy, the repeiitiott of 
such scenes as these heightens the enjojN 
ment of them* Eveiy thing grows upon 
«ie« I become daily more and more sen« 
sible pf the heights of the mountains^ 
observe their forms with a more diseri- 
minating eye, and watch with increased 
pleasure the wonderful changes \hey a^« 
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gaaie ander the effeicl of chNids ^r of sw» 

•bine. 

The Iske of Kemick ha» diiy decided 
a^yantage oirer the otfaen whieh we hwt 
teeii^ that it immedtttdly i^pears. to he 
whet it is. Wineitdenaeie and Uhmater 
might be miitakot for gceaA rivefs^ anr 
hideed caa the whole extent o£ eilber he 
•eea at once ; tere yoiit af e cm. a hdnd^Ioclt'* 
ed bason of waler^ a league in kitgth^ aod 
about half as broad»'^-y<Hi do laet wish it 
to he large?, the mirroir is in perfect pvoi* 
|Kirtion to its frame. Skiddaw, the Ugh^ 
est aoid most famous of the English momoH 
tiiins, foffm» its noithem boundarj, and 
seems to rise almost imm£i£ately from ids 
shore, thoi^h it is at Uie nearest point 
half a league distant, and the town inters 
Yenes. One kmg mouatain^ abng which 
the road forms a fine terrace, reaches 
pearly along the whole of its western 
side ; and through the space between thia 
and the next mountain^ which in many 
points of view appears like the lower segf« 
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ment of a prodigioas circle^ a lovely vate 
28 seen which runs up among the hillM 
Bat the pride of the Lake of Keswidc is 
the. head j where the mountains of Borro* 
dale, bound the prospect^ in a wilder and 
grander manner than words can adequately 
describe. The cataract of Lodore thundenr 
down its eastern side through a chasm ia 
the. rocks, which are wooded with birch 
and ash trees. It is a little river, flowing 
from a small lake upon the mountains 
about a league distant. The water, though 
there, had been heavy rains, was not ade* 
i|uate to the channel; — ^indeed it would 
require a river of* considerable magnitude 
to fill it,— yeV it is at once the finest work 
and instrument of rock and water that I 
have.ever seen or beard. At a. little pub* 
lie-house near^ where the key of the en«> 
trance is kept, they have a cannon to dia-* 
play the echo ; it was discharged for us, 
and we heard the sound rolling round from 
bill to hill, — ^but for this we paid, four shiU 
Tmgs^'^vhich are very nearly a peso duro^ 
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So that English echoes appear to be the 
most expensive luxuries in which a tra- 
ireller can indulge. It is tme there was 
an inferior one whigh would have cost 
cn\y two shillings and sixpence ; but when 
eae buys an eche^ who would be. content^ 
for the sake of saving eighteen pence^ to 
put up with the second best^ instead of 
ordering at once the super-extra-double 
Haper&nei 

We walked once more at evening to the 
Lake side. Immediately opposite the quay 
is a little island with a dwelling-house 
upon it. A few years ago it was hideously 
disfigured with forts and batterie8> a sham 
church, and a new druidical temple, and, 
except a few fir*trees, the whole was bare. 
The present owner has done all which a 
man of taste could do in removing these 
deformities : the church is converted into 
a tool-house, the forts demolished, the 
batteries dismantled, the stones of the 
druidical temple employed in forming a 
bank; and the whole island planted* Tb9i9 

— » a 



154 Z.STTBR Xftli» 

is sonletkiiig ia tUs place mora m^ tile 
•osnes of onchaalvieat in the hoolu^ of 
chivalrjr than Mks any thing io Dor ardinsM^jr 
world^'^^a binldingf the exterior of mlwii 
promised ail ibe convenieoces myi deg^as^ 
cien of life> aarrcmBded with all om^mWr 
UX treee^ in a little island the whole, of 
which is one gaiden, and idKai in ibifi 
lovdy lake^ girt round on every mde with 
these awful mountains. Immediately b^ 
Inind it is the long dark western movalain 
ca&ed Brandelow : the contrast between 
this and the island^ which seemed to be the 
palace and garden of the Lady of the Iske^ 
produced the same sort of pleasure, thitf a 
tale of ^ichantmentt excites^ and we beheld 
it under circumstances which het^^lened 
its wonders^ and gave the scene something 
like the unreality of a dream. It was a 
bright evening, the sun shining, and a 
few white clouds hanging motionless in 
the sky. There was not a breath of air 
stirringy^not a wave, a ripple^ or wrinkle 
•n the lake^ so that it became like a great 
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Kiirror^ and reproieiited die shores^ moun- 
taioi^ sky, and clouds so vividly, that there 
uras not the slightest appearance of water. 
The great mountain«opening being rever* 
•ed, in the shadow became a huge arch> 
and through that magnificent portal the 
long vale was seen between mountiuns and 
bounded by mountain beyond mountain^ 
all this in the water, the distance perfect 
as in the actual scene, — the single hott^c9 
standing far up in the vale, tbe s^ioke 
from their chimneys,— every thing the^ 
same, the shadow and the substance joia** 
ing at their bases, so that it was impoasi- 
ble to distinguish where the reality ended 
and the image began. As we stood oq the 
shore, heaven and the clouds and the sun 
seemed lying under us ; we were looking 
down into a sky, ast heavenly and as beau** 
tiful as that overhead, and the range of 
mountains, having one line of summit un** 
der our feet and another above us, were 
suspended between two firmaments^ 
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Thursday. 
This morning we enquired as anxiously 
about the weather as if we bad been on 
sbipboard, for the destined business of the 
day was to ascend the great Skiddaw. Af^ 
ter su^ring hopes and fears^ as sunshine 
x)r cloud seemed to predominate^ off we 
set with a boy to guide us. The foot of 
the mountain lies about- a mile from the 
town; the way for the first stage is along 
B green path of gradual and uninterrupted 
ascentj on the side of a green declivity; 
At the northern end of the vale there rs 
another lake^ called Bassenthwaite^ closed 
in like a wedge between two mountains^ 
iand bounding the view ; the vale^ with both 
its lakes^ opened upon us as we ascended; 
The second stage was infinitely more labo- 
rious^ being so steep^ though still perfectly 
'safe^ that we were many times forced to 
lialt for breathy and so long that before we 
.- had completed it the first ascent seemed 
almpst levelled with the vale. Having con,*- 
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quered ihis, the summit appeared before 
us^ but ati intervening plain^ about a mile 
across^ formed the third stage of thejourney; 
this was easy travelling over turf and moss: 
The last part was a ruder ascent over loose 
stones with gray moss growing between 
them, — on the immediate summit there is 
lio vegetation. We sat down on a rude 
seat formed b^ a pile of these stones, and 
enjoyed a boundless prospect,— *that is, one 
which extended as far as the reach of th^ 
human eye, but the distance was dim and 
indistinct. We saw the sea through a 
hazy atmosphere, and the smoke of some 
towns upon the coast about six leagues of!^ 
^hen we were directed where to look for 
them : the Scotch mountains appeared be* 
yond like clouds, and the Isle of Man, 
we were told, would have been visible 
had the weather been clearer. The home 
spene of mountains was more impressive, 
and in particular the Lake of Bassenthwaite 
lying under a precipice beneath us. They 
"who visit the summit usually scratch their 
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Mm^ upon one of the loose stones which 
form the back to this rode seati We felt 
bow natural and how vam it was to leave 
behind ua these rude memorials^ which sa 
few could possibly ^e^ and of those few 
in all human probability none would recog- 
nise^ — yet we followed the example of out 
predecessors* There are three such se^ta 
upon the three points of the mountain i 
all which we visited. It is oflentimes pier- 
cingly cold here, when tbe weather h tem?^^ 
perate in the vale* This inconvenience wt 
did not perceive^ for the wind was in the 
aouth>*-but it brought on rain aa we were 
descendingj, and thoroughly wetted us be^ 
fore we reached borne* 

After dinner^ as the rain still continued^ 
and we could not go further from home,, 
we went to see an exhibition of pictures 
of the Lakes^ a few doors distant. There 
were several views of one called Was- 
water, which is &o little visited that our 
book of directions is silent concerning it. 
It seemed to us^ however^ to be of so stii? 



kifig a character^ and so different from all 
which we have yet seen^ that we consulted 
with our host concerning the distance and 
the best modd of getting there^ and have 
accordingly planned a route which is to 
include it^ and which we shall commence 
to*morrow« 

The people here wear shoes with wooden 
soles. D.^ who had never seen any thing 
of the kind before j, was inclined to Uifer 
from this that the inhabitants were behind 
the rest of England in improvement ; till 
I asked him whether in a country so sub^ 
ject to rain as by experience we knew tbi9 
to be^ a cuBtoiti which kept the feet dry 
oQght not to be imputed to experience 
of its titility rather than to ignorance; 
and if, instead of their following the 
fashions of the south of England, the 
other peasantry would not do wisely io 
imitating theoiit 
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Borrodak.'^^Wasdak. — Wamatef.^^Caldtf* 
Bridgem'^^Ennerdale.''^Crtimmeck Water^ 
^^lakt of Butt&jnere^ — LcJces on th$ 
Mountains^ ^ 

Friday. 
Thb Xjakes which we w«f e next to explore 
lay south*we8t^ and west of Keswick. We 
took an early breakfast^ provided ourselyea 
with some hard eggs^ slung our knap- 
sacks^ and started aboat seven, taking the 
borse-road to Lodore. llie mormng pro* 
mised weU, there was neither san to heat 
usj nor clouds enough to menace rain; 
but ouF old tormentors the files swarmed 
from the hedges and coppices by which 
we passed, as many, as active, as impu- 
dent, and hardly less troublesome than th^ 
imps who beset St Anthony. 



BORRODALB. l6l 

Tot half a league we had no other view 
than what a gate, a gap in the hedge^ or 
an occasional rise of ground afforded. 
On the left was an insulated hill of con-> 
siderahle height wooded to the summit, 
aud when we bad left this, a coppice 
which reached to the foot of a long and 
lofty range of crags, and spread every where 
up the acclivity where soil enough could 
be found for trees to take root. This co* 
vered road terminated in a noble opening : 
from a part which was almost completely 
overbowered we came out at once upon a 
terrace above the Lake, the open crags 
lising immediately upon the left. Among 
these rocks some painter formerly disco* 
tered the figure of a female, which, with 
the help of imagination, may easily be made 
out, and accordingly he named the place 
Eve's crag, because, he said, she must cer«» 
iainly have been the first woman. — Lodore 
was glittering before us, not having yet dis« 
charged all the rain of yesterday; and 
Porrodale^ into which we were bound; be« 
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came more beautiful the oeaier we ap- 
pioached* 

We had consulted tourists and topogram 
phecs in London^ that we might not over^ 
pass any thiug worthy of ncticej and 
our Guide to the Lakes was with us* 
They told ui of tracts of horrible barren^ 
nessj, of terrific precipice^ locks rioting 
upon vocks^ and mountains tost togelber 
in chaotic confusioa; of stone avalaa* 
ches rendering the ways impassaUe^ th^ 
fear of some trayellers who had shrunk 
back from this dreadful entrance into 
Borrodale, and the heroism of others who 
had dared to penetrate into these impene-r 
trable regions 7 — into these regions, hown 
ever, we found no diQicidty in walking 
idong a good road, which poaches of the 
light English make travel every summer'i^ 
day. At the head of the lake, where the 
river flows into this great reservoir, the 
Tale is aibout a mile in widtbj badly cul,^ 
tured because badly drained, and often 
•verflowed i but the manh lands had nov 



tibeir mmmwt gme&, and every Ibing w«i 
ia ito be^ ckfcsik 'Die vale coHtsacted as 
we advancedj and wat noi half tlm wid A 
mhatkp a laile (w> we cam^ to a litUe viUa^ 
called Ibe Giaa^n 

This village coDfiista of not more thaa 
hdf. a scoire eotfcagea> wbicb stand oo a 
little risuig by the river side>-<-bailt afppiM- 
lealdy wilboat noctar, Md thai ao knig 
ago thai; the stones have the SBHSbe weadmr** 
worn eoknur aa dioae which Ue apoa the 
motrntaiQ side behmd thenu A few phiea 
rise ov^r them^ the mottatains appear ta 
meet a lUUe way on jand foria aa aaipht- 
tfaeat«e> and where they laeet their baae ia 
vichly clothed with eappice wood mi 
young tirees. The river^ like all the aUreama 
of this coaatry, clear, shallow, and melo* 
dious, washes the atone bank oa which 
the greater nncaher of the pioea gmf^j and 
fonna die foregronad ffifh an old bridge 
of two aicheaj aa rade ia coaalnietioa ai 
tibe cottages. The parapet haa faUea dowQ# 
•ad the hndge ia ioipaaaable for cartas 
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which ford a Uttle way above. The road 
£pom the bridge to the village is iit riiia» ; 
it had been made with much labour^ but 
has been long neglected^ and the floods 
have left only the larger and deeper rooted 
stones^ and in other places the floor of 
rock; the inhabitants therefore are rela« 
iivdy poorer than they were in former 
times. — Li this scene here are all the de« 
ments which the painter requires ; nothing 
can be more simple than the combination) 
nothing more beautiful. I have never in 
all my travels seen a spot which I could 
recall so vividly; I never remember it 
without fancying that it can easily be de- 
8cribed^«--!yet never attempt to clothe my 
recollections in words without feeling how 
inadequately words can represent them* ^ 
• Another ^mile of broken ground^ the 
most interesting which I ever traversed^ 
brought us to a single rock called the 
Bowder Stone^ a fragment of great size 
whieh has fallen from the heights. The 
same person who. formerly disfigured the 



inland in Keswick Lake with so many abo* 
minations^ has been at work here also; 
hat built a little mock hermitage, set up 
a new dmidical stone, erected an ugly 
house for- an: old woman to live. in who is V 
to show the reck, for fear travellers.diouM 
pass under it without seeing it, cleared 
away all the firagnnents round it, and as 
it rests upon a narrow base, like a ship 
upon its keel, dug a bole underneath 
ifarough which the curious inay gratify 
themselves by snaking hands with the old 
woman. The oddity of this amused us 
greatly, piOToking as it was to meet with 
such hideous buildings in such a placej^^^^ 
for the plaioe is as beaatifQl as eye» call 
behold, or imagination ftonceive. The n* 
ver flows immediately below, of that pale 
gray green tianspaieney which we som^ 
times see in the last light of the evening 
sky ; a shelf of pebbles on the of^Kisite 
shore shows wher^ il fidds its way through 
a' double diaonel when swcdn by rains :-^ 
the lest of the shote is covered with a 



giMe of ^ng trees ivliiciiiieftck die £a6C 
of « hage single csag^ hftlf dojtfaed sritli 
hirndb^mooi >^tUs cng nflien seen frem 
Ketwirick appeals to Uock up the pasa^ 
Sombarard'we looked dowa intd Barrodaie> 
whitber isie were boiiiidj-*-**a vate whH^ 
appeared in the lAape of a faorse»«boe. ' 

Tlus lolpelf ifale wimi we kail desciendail 
kMo it^ appeared to lie wiAia aa amphi^ 
tkealw of mountains ; faot as we advanocMl 
weperceiffed tliat its real shape was Ihat ol 
the letter T : our <waj lay along the righn 
knn«^« They hare a pestiknlial fisngiit 
in Ihia 4xoa0t^ <vdiidi has piacis^ ilhe 
sflEi^ of polsid cariks^ and is ealiod h^ 
lbs £t name df 2llto stinfcen Iftissofiie^ 
qaent as to he ignite a nuisance along UmI 
modi We passed Ar^i^h one little fiUngrj 
and ieft a seoond on oar rights dbe^loneii^ 
est iMiaginable places ^both viUages^ and 
ihe ifBwaingle houses wfaichiwe aaw in the 
iptajey 4M?e piate planted apbooi liieni. dk; 
third and 0liU smalkPviOage oalled flea«faA 
wailelay »hisfose as^^^searSy silnaltdi htit 
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MQK na aikonpt Imm bsen made to^nott 
the kad aisoavd^eaailjjM il might be done. 
Above ibis lies the mine of iUlMk4eed of 
iriiidi those pencib io famoes over .aH 
Eniepe «re made/— it u die only we of 
the kind which iioa yel been di«cov«ped. 
We eaniA aot nee it^ as it m worked only 
ocoaiionidly> and>bad jiMt been shutt 
■ 0ar aiUciition liad been loo modi •en* 
ge§ed by ibe4elightM scenes aaronnd us 
to jet «s thial: ^of tbo weadier^ ^heii> to 
enr enrprise^ it began town bai?d >— these 
was jio4ilteniataw bat to proceed^ for w« 
were betwcea two and three leagues fiMS 
Keswsdu IDieasjr as the wet tuid plasby 
ground about Seatfawaite had appeared as 
me appsoodied^ it bo caie cheerful wheni 
we looked Imskoipon it^-^fw itMcaied as 
if we were lespring att inhabitable parlsj-^ 
nathsng but^soek and mountain was to be 
som.-^WcheB we ihad almost reached %he 
caolremily of Aiis ascending ttAe, we eamc 
to-a ihtde bi4dge^ as rude as work of hu-*' 
VNtt hands can be( Ae ^stoeam making tt 
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catarHet immediately under it. Here 
the ascent of the mountain began/a steeps 
wet, winding path, more like a goat's hi^h** 
way than the track of man. It rained 
heavily; but we consoled ourselves with 
remarking that the rain kept us cool, 
whereas we should othisrwise have suflfet* 
ed much from heat. After Icmg labour we 
reiu^hed a part which from its easier accli* 
vity seemed almost like a plain $ and keep* 
log by the side of a little stream came to a 
small mounUdn lake; or Tarn as.it is called 
in the language* of the country. A crag 
lose behind it ; the. water was so daric that 
till I came close to it I could scarcely 
beliieve it was clear. It may be thongfat 
that there is nothing more in a pool on the 
mountains, than in a pool on a'plain,— bnt 
the thing itself occasions a totally differ* 
ent sensation. The sense of loneliness 
is an awful feeling. I have better on* 
derstood why the saints of old were 
wont to retire into the wilderness; since 
I have visited these 8oUtudes» The mapr 
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€a]] this sparkling Tarn ; but Low Tarn is 
the ilame given it in the neighbourhood^ 
and another abaot half an hoar*s height 
above it they call High Tarn. This other 
is omitted in the maps^ which, indeed, the 
knowledge we have of their track, little as 
it is, enabks ns to say are very ineoneist. 
It woald make a fine picture, and the 
height of its situation might be exprtesed 
by alpine plants in the foreground. 

Beyond this there was about half a mile 
etill up^ tad by a steeper road • Having 
reached the highest point, which is between 
Scafell and Great Gabe]> two of the high- 
est mountains in England, we saw Was- 
dale below bending to the south-west, be^ 
tween mountains whose exceeding height 
we were now able to estimate by our own. 
experience, — and to the west the sea ap^ 
peared through an opening. The descent 
may without exaggeration be called tre- 
mendous ; not that there is danger, but 
wheltf any road is possible, it is not po»- 
•ible to conceive a worse. It is, like the 

VOL. II. I 
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whole sarface round it> composed of Ioo8€ 
stones^ and the path serpentizes in turns 
as short and as frequent as a snake makes 
in flight It is withal as steep as it can 
be to be practicable for a horse. At first 
we saw no vegetation whatever; after a 
while only a beautiful plantj called here 
the stone-fern^ or mountain parsley^ a 
lovely plant in any situation^ but appear- 
ing greener and lovelier here because it 
was alone. The summits every where were 
wrapt in clouds ; on our right, however, we 
could see rocks rising in pinnacles and 
grotesque forms, — like the lines which I 
have seen a child draw for rocks and moun« 
tains, who had heard of but never seen 
them, — or the edge of a thunder cloud rent 
by a storm. Still more remarkable than 
the form is the colouring; the stone is 
red ; loose heaps or rather sheets of stones 
lay upon the sides, — in the dialect of the 
country they call such patches screes, and 
it is convenient to express them by a sin- 
gle word : those which the last winter bad 
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brought down were in all their fresh red- 
ness^ others were white with lichens ; here 
patches and lines of green were interposed* 
At iim height the white lichen predo* 
minated, hut in other parts that species is 
the commonest which is called the geogra- 
phical from its resemblance to ike lines of 
a map ; it is of a bright green^ veined and 
spotted witli blacky — so bright as if na- 
ture^ in these the. first rudiments of vege« 
tatiouj had rivalled the beauty of her choi- 
cest works. Wasdale itself^ having few 
trees and many lines of enclosure^ lay be- 
low us like a map* t r . , ; 
The Lake was not visible till we x^re 
in the valley. It tuns from north-east 
to south-west^ and one mountain extends 
along the whole of its southern sidcj rising 
not perpendicularly indeed, but so nearly 
perpendicular as to afford no' path> and 
so covered with these loose stones as to 
allow of no vegetation, and to be called 
from them 2%e Screes. The stream which 
accompanied our descent was now swohi 
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mlo a river bj aiipilar mountaiD t4Rrr6ab 
desceodiiHF from every side. The dale id 
belter cultivated ai the bead than Borr^ 
dale^ being better drained ; «ad the bouses 
seemed to indicate moiw comfort and more 
ejnilence than those 011 the other ride tin^ 
Monntain % but stone bouses and slate roofs 
banre an imposing appearance of cleanli^ 
aess wbieh is not always verified upon near 
inspection. Ash*trees grow round the 
hoHses^ greener than the pine, more graces 
fnl>. and perhaps more beautifolj^— yet we 
liked them less: — ^was this because, even 
in the midst of summer, the knowledge 
diat the pine will not fade influences us> 
though it is not directly remembered ? 

The rain now ceased, and the clouds grew 
thinner. They still concealed the sum- 
mits, but now began to adorn the moun- 
tain, so light and silveiry did thef become. 
At length they cleared away i^oim the top^ 
and we peroeiived that die mountam whose 
jagged and grotesque rocks we bad so 
much admiced was of p^amidal shapes 
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That CO the southera side of tbedftle bead, 
which waflof greater fluagoilQde^ and there* 
fore probably^ though not appaiently^ of 
equal height^ had three summits* The 
clouds floated on its side, and seemed to 
cling to it. We thought our sh<nre tamer 
than the opposite one, till we reodkcted 
that the road would not be visible from 
the water; and presently the mountain, 
which had appeared of little magnitude or 
beauty while i^e passed under^ it, became, 
on looking back, the most pyramidal of 
the whdle, and in one point had a deft 
summit like Parnassus; thus forming the 
third contcal mountain of the group, 
which rose as if immediately from the 
head of the Lake, the dale being lost. 
But of all objects the screes was the most 
extraordinary. Imagine the whole side 
of a mountain, a league in length, covered 
with loose stools, white» red, blue, and 
green, in long straight lines as the torrents 
had l^fl; them, in sheets and in patches^ 
somittimes broken by large fragments of 
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rocks which had unaccountably slept in 
their descent, and by parts which, being 
too precipitous fcM: the stones to rest on, 
were darkened with mosses^— and every 
variety of form and colour was reflected 
by the dark water at its foot : no trees or 
bushes upon the whole mountain, — all was 
bare, but more variegated by this wonder* 
ful mixture of colouring than any vegeta 
lion could have made it. 
. The Lake is a league in length, and the 
hilly country ends with it. We entered 
upon a cultivated track, well wooded, and 
broken with gentle swells, the mountains 
X>n the right and led receding towards En* 
nerdale and Eskdale. About half a league 
beyond the end of the Lake we came to a 
miserable alehouse, the first which we had 
found all day, where they charged us an 
unreasonable price for milk and oaten 
bread. We went into a church-yard here, 
and were surprised at seeing well-design- 
ed and welMettered tombstones of good 
red stone, in a place apparently inhabited 
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by none but poor peasantry. In about 
another league we came to a larger yillage^ 
where manufactures had begotten ale- 
houses ; in the church-yard was a pillar of 
the Pagan Danes converted into a cros8> 
once curiously sculptured^ but the figures 
are now nearly e£Paced. Here we came 
into the high road which runs along the 
coast^ and in a short time arrived at a little 
town called Calder Bridge, where, to our 
comfort, after a walk of not less than seven 
leagues, we found a good inn. The bridge 
from which this place is named is very beau- 
tiful ; the river flows over rocks which it 
has furrowed at the banks, so that shelves 
of rock jut out over the water, here green, 
here amber-coloured ; ash, mountain««sh, 
and sycamores overhang it— —We have 
seen inscriptions over some of the houses 
in Saxon characters to-day, — a proof how 
long old customs have been retained in 
these parts. 



'^ Well^'^ said D. thU morning when b^ 
came into toy room, ^' we AbSI not bo 
caught in the nun to-day, that k certaio,-^ 
for we muBt set off ia it" — We were to re* 
torn to Keswick by way of Ennerdale and 
-Cmmmock Lakes ; — the road was not easy 
for stiangersy and we soon lost it ^ but wbil# 
ire were stopping to admire an o^ grow-* 
ing firoip three trunks of equal size which 
united into one, breast-high from tho 
aground, a man overtook U9 and set uf 
right. Perhaps the tree was originally 
planted upon a hillock, a^d these thre^ 
stems had been the roolst It was nearly 
two leagues to Ennerdale bridge, and il 
rained heavily the whole way :-r-there w^ 
breakfasted in a. dirty and comfortless alen 
house; — but while we dried ourselves by 
the fire the sun came out, and we set off 
cheerfully towards the foot of the Lake. 

£nnerdale water is a sort of square^ 
spreading widely at its base. The moun^ 
tains seem to have planted their outworks 
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in the lube ; they rise directly up to a cer- 
tain height on both «dcs> tbe» leave an 
interval of apparently level gsoundj befakid 
Vf hich they start up again to a great height. 
All are bare^ with something of the same 
colouring as in Wasdakj.bnt in a. leas 
degree. The Lake is about a league in 
length; at its foot the dale is enltivated» 
spotted ivith such honses as suit the scene ; 
and so wDoded as to faroi a fitting and de« 
lightftd fore-ground. We had. here a. sin- 
gular and most beanti&l effect of shadow. 
A line of lig^t crossed the Lake ; all that 
was in sunshine seemed water ; all that was 
in shade reflected the shcxes so perfecxlly^ 
with such a motionless and eolire resem'*' 
blauee^ that it appeared aa if the water 
were stopt by some unseen dam on the 
edge of a precifMce^ or ab]fS%.to which no 
bottom could be seen. 

From this place we ventured to cross 
the mountains to Crummock^ where there 
was no track : they tcdd us we conkl not 
miss, the way ; and it was. trui^^ — but woa 
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to the' tiBTeller who should be overtaken 
there by clouds or by storms ! li was a wild 
traet> — a few straggling sheep upon the 
green hill sides, and kites screaming over 
bead, the only living things. We saw the 
mde outline of a man cut in the turf by 
some idle shepherd's boy, and it gave us 
some pleasure as being the work of hands* 
As we were descending, having effected a 
passage 'of nearly three hours, we saw to 
our right a chasm in the monntaio in which 
trees were growing, and out of which a 
stream issued. There we turned, and soon 
found that it must needs be the waterfall 
called Scale-force, one of the objects es- 
peoiaUy marked in our route« The stream 
falls down a fissure in the rock in one. un- ^ 
broken stream, from a prodigious height, 
then rolls, along a. little way, and takes 
a second but less leap, before it issues 
out. 

A heavy shower came on : but we were 
well repaid on reaching the shore of Crum- 
mock Lake ; for one of the loveliest rain- 
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« 

bows that ever eyes beheld^ reached along 
the great mountain opposite, — the cdotirs 
of the mountain itself being scarcely less 
various or less vivid. We came to an inn 
at the foot of the Lake^ procured a boat 
and embarked ; but this Lake is not sup- 
plied like Winandermere and Keswick. 
Never did adventurers in search of plea- 
sure set foot in a more rotten and crazy 
embarkation,— *it was the ribs and skeleton 
of a boat : however, there was no other ; 
if we would go upon the Lake we most be 
contented with this. We were well re- 
paid :— for, of all the scenes in the Land of 
Lakes, that from the middle of Crummock 
is assuredly the grandest. In colour the 
mountains almost rival the rainbow varie- 
ties of Waswater; they rise immediately 
from the water, and appear therefore 
higher and more precipitous than any 
which we have seen. Honislar crag forms 
the termination, the steepest rock in the 
whole country, and of the finest form ; it 
resembles the table-mountains in the East 
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Indies^ eadi of which has its fortress ou 
the summit. To appe«ra.Qce it was at the 
end of this water, hut a little vale iii^r?e« 
iied> and the smaller liake of Buttermere* 
We landed at the end, and walked to the 
Tillage by this second water, where we took 
up our abode for the nigbtj for the first time 
in a village inn. 

Sundaj. 

Thewestern side pf this little lake is form* 
#d b; a steep mouotain called Red Pike ; a 
alreaixi runs down it, issuing from a Tarn 
in a bason near the summit, which^ when 
seen from below, or from the opposite 
heights, appears certainly to have been once 
the cri^er of a volcano. The situation of 
this Tarn was so peculiar that we would 
not leave it unseen. Before breakfast we 
commenced our labour, and labour in 
truth it was. We had supposed an hour 
and a half would be sufficient for the expe* 
dition ; but we were that time in getting 
up, and just as lopg in returning, so steep 
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waft the mouiitikio side* As we ^cw4^ 
it was remarkably to perocive Ww totaUy 
CniiBBiock water had last all ito.gfan- 
'dcar^-rnit was a striliiiig emblem ef biimmi 
pursuits^ thus diTe9led of their im^rt^lifle 
and dwindled ipto iasignificaaiee wheQ wf 
look baek upon them. Having conque^ 
the ascent^ instead of finding, the Turn 
immediately on -the edge^ as we expected, 
there was a plain of half a mile to cross^ 
and then we (bond it lying under a buttress 
of rock, — as lonely a spot as ever mountain 
kite sailed over. like Low Tarn> its wa- 
ters were dark ; but the sun shone, and the 
wind ju9l breaking up the surface, rolled 
over it a fleeting hue like the colour of a 
pigeon's neck. There is a pleasure in 
seeing what few besides ourselves have 
seen. One Tarn, I perceive, differs little 
from another : — but the slighter the differ- 
ence of features is, the more pleasure there 
is in discovering that difference ; — and if 
another of these mountain pools lay in 



18€ LETTER XLlll. 

our way; I should willingly spend three 
hours more in ascending to it. 

The most unpleasant part of this expe- 
dition^ fatiguingly ateep as it was^ — and 
nothing could be steeper which was^ not 
an actual precipice^-^was, that we had a 
wall to cross of loose stones^ very broad^ 
and as high as'an ordinary man's staturew 
The utmost care was necessary, lest we 
should drag the stones after ua; in which 
case they would have killed us and buried 
us at the same time. 

Our road to Keswick lay up a long a^^^ 
cent between green swelling mouQtaina— 
a pastoral scency with its stream in the 
bottom, and sheep-folds beside it — then 
down that valfe of Newlands, which is seen 
so beautifully from Keswick through th^ 
great mountain portaU 
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Departure from the Ldket. — Wigton. —* 
Carlisle. — Penrith* — The Borderers. — 
The Pillar of the Countess. — Jppleby. — 
JBrotigA. — Stainmoor. — Bowes. — York^ 
shire Schoob* 

Monday. 

We were now to leave the land of lakes 
and turn our faces towards London. The 
regular road would hare been to have re- 
turned to Penrith^ and there have met the 
stage ; but it would cost us only half a day's 
journey to visit Carlisle from whence it 
starts ; and a city whose name occurs so 
often in English history^ being the fron- 
tier town on this part of the Scotish bor- 
der^ was deserving of this little deviation 
from the shortest route. For Carlisle^ 
therefore^ we took chaise from Keswick, 

8 



184 LBTTBm XLIV. 

the distance being eight leagues. Oar 
road laj under Skiddaw^ and^ when we 
had advanced about five niiles^ overlook-^ 
ed the lake of Bassenthwaite^ i^early the 
whole of its length. We now perceived 
the beauty of this water, which, because 
of its vicinity to Keswick, is contemptu** 
ously overlooked by travellers; and the 
sight of its wooded shores, its mountain^ 
ous sides, with its creeks and bays, and 
the grand termination formed by the Bor- 
rodale mountains as we looked back, made 
m regret that we bad not devoted a day 
IQ exploring it« Tbe road at length hail 
to the eastward^ leaving the lake; and 
shortly afterwards,, walking up a steep 
hill, we had a new and striking view of 
the vale. The l4tke of Keswick was hid«< 
dea behind Braadelaw, tbe long moun- 
tain which forms its western bank : ovex 
this appeared the mountains behind the 
waterfall of Lodore, and over these w^ 
could distinguish tbe point of a remark* 
able mountaiu at tbe head of Winander« 
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inere. This was our last view (^ tbi^ 
lovely oouBtry : and a certainty that U 
was the lastj that no circumslaQces cooM 
ever lead me to it agiun^ made me gaw^ 
longer and more earnestly^ as if to fix 
deeper in my memory so exquisite a lukAr 
scape. I remembered the day of mj <)ep 
parture from my father's house^ andj for 
the first time, anticipated with fear the 
time when I should leave EiDglandj nevef 
to return to it. 

We had left the mountains, but theb 
roots or outworks extended to some disp 
tance before the plain began. The road 
lay over an open counfry of broken ground^ 
with hills at a little distance, enclosed in 
square patches, and newly, as it appeacedl^ 
brought into cnltivation. There was not a. 
single tree rising in the hedge-rrows. Our 
stage was to Wigton, five leagues and a 
half, which is unusually far. The poa^ 
boy rested his horses at Ireby, one of 
those townlets in which .every thing t^ 
minds us of the distance from a metropo^i 
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lis. It consists of a few houses foimkis 
something like a plaza, grass grows.be- 
tween the stones of the pavement, and 
the children came clattering round, us in 
their wooden shoes, as if the sight of a 
chaise were a novelty. We soon gained 
an eminence, from whence the flat.coun* 
try opened upon us. Solway Firth and 
the Scotish mountains lay to the norths 
to the east and south the plain extended 
as far as we could see ; — a noble prospect, 
and to us the more striking as we had 
been so much among the close scenery of 
a mountainous district. We passed near 
a quadrangular farm-house, which the 
driver told us was built like those in Scot- 
land. The dwelling and out-bouses are 
round the fold, and the dung-hill in the 
middle of the court. This form was evi- 
dently devised for defence against cow- 
stealers. 

Wigton bears all the marks of increa- 
sing prosperity. It is not many years 
Biqce its market was held on Sunday, 
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and the country people bought their meat 
before they went into churchy carried it 
into the church with them, and hung it 
over the back of their seats till the ser- 
vice was over. The many well-drest in- 
habitants whom we beheld were sufficient 
proof that no such custom could now be 
tolerated there. Good inns, good shops^ 
carts and chaises in the streets, and masons 
at work upon new houses, were symp 
toms of rapid improvement. They paint 
their houses with a dark red, thus^ hiding 
and disfiguring good stone; perhaps it 
may be thought the paint preserves the 
stone, but there can be no good reasoa 
for preferring so abominable a colour. 
Going up the stairs of the inn I noticed a 
common alehouse print of the battle of 
Wexford, which was an action with the 
Irish insurgents, in the late rebellion in 
that country. It represented a lady, by 
name Miss Redmond, at the head of the 
rebels, who is said to have taken arms to 
revenge the death of her lover. The artist 
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waft probably a well-wisher to the IrtfilaK 
men. 

Fxom hence to Carlisle was less than 
three l^agues^ and the cathedral wa^ ia 
Ti^w oyer the plaia* We met carts upon 
the way haviog wheels of primitiye rude* 
pessj without spokesj^ such as are used ia 
pur country^ and which I have never till 
now seen since I left it. One of these 
wheels we saw by the rocud side^ laid 
ugainst the bank as a stile^ its two holes' 
i^ing as laddej-steps to ascend by. Car- 
lisle is the capital of these partSi and it 
indeed a gr^at city. While dinner wa» 
preparing we hastened to the cathedraL 
Its tower would not be thought fine upon 
» ps^rochjial English churchy and looks th^ 
worse fqr standing upon so large a body. 
The insidej» however, proved far more in- 
teresting than the exterior had prcmiised. 
The old stalls remain, admirably carved 
in English oak, which rivals stone in 
durability; but the choir is. disfigured 
by a dQuble row of those vile partition! 



which crowd and debase all the heretical 
thurcheft ; and the ^window, instead of old 
painted glasi> of which every pane is stain*- 
ed^ having only a border of bright yel* 
low, widi corners of bright green, round 
fincoloored ccunparlments, flings a glaring 
«nd ill-assorted light. The Kves of St 
Augustine, St Anthony the Great, and St 
CnthberS, are represented here in a series 
ti jMctnres. Tb^y were plaistered over at 
the time of the schism, but have been 
lately recovered as much as possible, by 
the exertions of l^ercy, the antiquary and 
poet, who is a dignitary of this church. 
As vestiges of antiquity they are curions^ 
but odierwise they might well have been 
•par«d, the subjects being taken from 
those fabulous legends by which men of 
mistaken piety have given so much occa- 
wt&n of scandal. One of them represents 
tiie devil appearing to St Augustine, with 
ft large book upon his back,^ fastened with 
great clasps, which is the register wherein 
ke keepft faris acconnt of sins committed) 
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and it seems a sufBcient load for him. He 
had brought it to show the Saint his 
debtor account^ which we are to suppose 
has been cancelled bj immediate prayer^ 
for the devil is sayings Panitet me tili o$^ 
iendisse 'librum, * I repent having shown 
thee the book/ Over some of the oldest 
tombs we noticed a remarkable form of 
arch^ which might be adduced as an ex* 
ample of the sylvan origin of Gothic ar* 
chitecture : it resembles a bent bought of 
which the branches have been loptj but 
not close to the stem* 

The city walls, which half a century 
ago were capable of defence^ are now in a 
state of decay ; the castle is still guarded, 
because within the court there is a depo* 
sitary of arms and field-pieces. Here is 
an entire portcullis, formed of wood cased 
with iron. Manufactories of late intro- 
duction have doubled the population with^ 
in few years, but with little addition to 
the decent society of the placet Poor 
Scotch and poor Irish chiefly make up 
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the increase^ and the city swarms with 
manufacturing poor in their usual state of 
depravity. We are once more in the land 
of salmon. Some of the natives here take 
this fish with a dexterity truly savage ; 
they ride on horseback into the water^ and 
pierce them with a heavy trident as long 
as a ti^lting^spear. 

I observe many peculiarities at our inn* 
Two grenadiers painted upon wood> and 
then cut out to the picture so as to resem* 
ble life^ keep guard> one at the bottom 
of the stairs, another half Way up. They 
brought us a singular kind of spoon in our 
negus> — longer than the common one, 
the stem round > twisted in the middle, 
and ending in a heavy button or head, 
the heavy end being placed in the glass, 
and designed to crush the sugar. The boot- 
cleaner is an old Scotchman, with all the 
proverbial civility of his nation ; — he en- 
tered with a low bow, and asked if we 
would fkaae to give km kave to clean our 
boots. My bed curtains may serve as a 
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good qpechnen of tbe political freedom 
peiUiitled in EnglaQd* General Washmg* 
ton is there represented driving Amerioan 
Independence in a car drawn by leopards^ 
a black Tritpti ranning beside them, and 
blowii^ his conch/— «meant^ I conceiye, bj 
his cro#n of feathers, to designate the na*^ 
tive Indians. In another compartment. 
Liberty and Drl^ranklin are wdkii^ htod 
in hand to the Temple of Fame, where two 
little cnpids display a globe, on which 
Americ8( and the Atlantic are marked. 
The tree of liberty stands by, and tbe 
sfattp^ct rerersed is boond round itr I 
have often remarked the taste of the peo* 
pie for these coarse allegories* 

IToesdij. 
At six we were on the roof of the dtage* 
Coach on' our retnm to London after 
this (ong^ journey. We saw symptoms of 
otir vicinity to Scotiand upon the road* 
ScoVeh drovers were on their way home^ 
teen who ait employed m driving lean cat* 
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tie into England to be fattened for the 
English market; they wore instead of a 
hat a sort of flat tfirban/ and had a large 
mantle of gray checquered doth scarft 
round them^ a costume far more graceful 
than the English. One woman we saw 
walking barefoot^ and carrying her shoes 
in her hand. — ^ Tis the way 'they *do in 
Scotland/' said the coachman/ who seem* 
ed to pride himself on having been born the 
south side of the border. Skiddaw appeared 
to our right, in a new form, and of more 
impressive moignitt^e than when we first 
beheld it at its foot; because we were iiware 
of the distance, and* knew by experience 
its height. During' the whole 'of the first 
stage the road inclined towards the moun- 
tains which we hadTeftt^^we did not look 
at them without- something -of regret, re- 
membering hours and days spent ieunong 
them, in' that happy state <lf health, both 
bodily and mental, which esttracts' enjoy- 
ment even from difficulty and'toilj 
• We'breakfastid at iPehrilh. There are 

VOL. II. K 
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tberemam^^a castle be^e^Hi a little em^ 
newe, which have tera much dilapidated 
of late;-<^a fim gateniwy has bean paUcd 
down for the sake of the materiak, and 
after it had beiep d^Molished^ the ttoMes 
were fou»d<to be ao^exodleatly cemented 
together^ that it was cheaper to dig fresh 
ones than to. separate tbeiii. This habit af 
quarryiog ia castles and abbeys has beea 
fatal to some of the most interesting niias 
in England. Bichard IIL resided here 
when Duke of Glouceater : the character 
of this princcj like that ofj our Pedro^ has 
been vindicated by late historians ;.and the 
prevailing opinion 1% that he has been atrcH 
cioudy calumniated to gratify the Tudors^ 
an able but a wicked race of princes* It 
is a proof of his popular qualities at leasts 
that his memory is still in good odour here, 
where be could not have been beloved un^ 
less h^ had eminently deserved to. be aoi 
because the country, was attached to the 
hostile party. 
We had m lAtelliigeiit Qompanion on 
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the roof^ a native of the country^ who 
seemed to take a pleasvre in cpmrnQoica- 
ting inforinatioa to us coiiGeniiog ity pef» 
oeiTiiig me to be a foreigner) and that I 
listened to him with attenticm. This ren- 
dered the next fttage> for unfortunately 
he ptooeeded no furth^ with us^ partiou* 
lafljt iiileiesling. The road ran {laitiUel 
with the sierra of Crossfdl, id; some little 
distance from it; its length and unifofr' 
mity of oiiSine so diminished its apparent 
height, that I listened to him at first with 
incredulity when he told me it exceeded 
any of the mountains in the lake country : 
yet^ books confirm bis statementj and ap- 
pearances muist not be weighed against 
measurement* It foimed a fine screen to 
the east. Immediately near Penrith we 
cmssed two riveis which still retamed the 
wild .character of mountain streams* The 
OQuntry is beautiful, and its scenery en- 
nched by the rains of many castles, the 
tftrong-holdr in former times of the Ban- 
dittis o£ the Bolder. These BorderefB car«r 
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Tied the art of cow-stealing to its greatest 
possible perfection ; they are now reduced 
to a. state of subordination and law^ and 
their district is as orderly as any in the 
kingdom; yet in those parts which are 
remote from the great roads^ though their 
plundering habits are laid aside^ they retain 
much of their old rude manners and bar* 
barous spirit. An instance of this we 
heard from our companion. A Borderer^ 
wfio was at mortal enmity with one of 
his neighbdursj fell sick, and^ being given 
over, sent for his eneiny, that they might 
be reconciled* '^ Ah/' said h^, when the 
man entered the room, '^ I am very bad, 
very bad indeed ;'^d'ye think I shall die f^ 
'* Why, hope not," replied his visitor, — 
'' hope not ;— to be suire you are very bad^ 
but for all that perhaps you may do yet." 
''No, no,** said the other, *' I shall die, I 
know I shall die,— and so I have sent for 
you that! may not go out of the world in 
enmity with any one. So, d*ye see, we'll- 
be friends. The quied^rel between' us is all 

8 
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over,-r^alI oyer,— tend . so. give ^ me your 
hand.^ Accordinglj this token of recon- 
ciliation was ' performed, and the other 
took his leave ; when, just as he was closing 
the door after him, the sick man cried out, 
" But stop,** said 'he, — ^^ if I should, not 
die. this. time,\this is to go for nothing: 
Mind now, — it's all to be just as it was 
before, if I do not die/' . 

Not far from Penrith is a pillar of stone; 
well wrought, and formerly well emblazon- 
ed, with dials on each side, and this in- 
scription upon a brazen plate : 
< ! Tim pillar was erected anno 1656, by 
theRight Honourable Anne, Cqunie$$ Dotxh 
ager of Pembroke, and sole heir of the right 
honourable George Earl of Cumberland^ 
Sfc.y for a memorial of her last parting in 
this place, with her good and pious mother, 
the right honourable Margaret Countess 
Dowager of Cumberland, the 2d of April, 
1616. In me^^ory whereof she abb left an 
annuify of four pounds to be distributed to 
thf poor within the parish of Brot^ham ecery 
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$<f ddy of April, for eMr, ifwn iiAe SlfoM 

The little low srtoae table stands close 
at hand^ oa which the distrihation of this 
alms is still made. I have seldom been 
so iaterested by any monument or iascrip-« 
:don^ as by this^ which relates wholly to 
ih^ private feelings of an indfvidiial. She 
was an admirable woman^ and her name k 
still held in yeneration. 

A little distant^ though not in sight of 
the road^ is the scene of a cifcumstance 
which I have seen n^ore ffequently related 
than any 9ther single anecdote in Eng- 
lish books : so deep «& interest do these 
people^ one and all^ take either in tlie 
practice or the tales of hunting. It is the 
park^ — ^Whinfield is its name^^-vrhere a 
hart was once started^ and chased by a 
single buck-hound from thence to Red 
Kirk in Scotland^ which is sixty Ent^iish 
miles offhand back agaiq^ thirty kagaes in 
dU The hart returned to die upon his 
lair : he leaped the parkpalesji and expired 
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ijameditttely; and tbeyhonndj noti»«iiig 

stxeogth fat the leap^ died on the ootoide. 

Their beads were nailed against a hmw* 

ibom-tree^ with these lines under tb^^oi : 

H^rcides killed Hart-o-Gneeee, 
And Hart-(HGreece killed Herculcfl. 

We passed through Kirkby Thnr^ that is, 
the Church by Thor, one of the feir ety 
niological vestiges of Saa^on idcdati^ in 
Bogland* The worship of this god was 
conunon in these parts; the name Tbor 
occurs in a pedigree, as diait of the lord 
of one of the manors in Ctmiberland* 
Through Temple Sowerby next, where the 
Knights Templars were once established. 
It was not unusual fcrmerly, for men who 
found it necessary to limit their expenses 
as much as possible, to retire into this 
neighbourhood, where thirty years ago 
they could live in a respectable family for 
so small a pension as eighteen English 
pounds ; — « sort of banishment, for there 
was then little intercourse between the 

metropolis and these remote parts, and n% 
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stage; coach nearer than York. Thea we 
reached Appleby, the county town of West- 
morelandy though apparently a smaller 
place than Kendal. The road runs close 
by itj but does not enter^ a riyer dividing 
it from the town. A castle^ one of the 
few which. are, still habitable, overlooks it 
from a wooded eminence ; the river and 
bridge come into the foreground^ and the 
whole forms a highly beautiful scene. Here 
we lost. our companion. He told us that 
Appleby .was almost in as high a state of 
faction about horse-racing as ever Con- 
stantinople had been from the same causes 
The road^ which was now become of a 
drearier character, continued under Cross- 
fell till we approached Brough, when it 
drew nearer to the sierra just at its termi* 
nation. Its sides 'were broken here with 
rocksy and loose stones brought from above 
by the fronts and torrents. Under it stood 
spme well-built houses, with a few trees 
about them, not set thickly enough to look 
like plantations, but as if of spontaneous 
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grbwth. The appearaoce of these houses^ 
wherein certainly the elegancies as well as 
comforts of life, would be founds formed 
an impressive contrast with the dreariness 
of the. adjoining country^ which was as 
bleak aiid uogenial as the worst wastes of 
Galicia* At Brough the coach dinedj^ at 
an hour TUireasonably early> and at an inn 
bad enough and dirty enough to be in cha- 
racter with a beggarly town. 

Qur next stage was over the sierra of 
' Stainmoor. a cold and desolate tract. The 
few houses upon the way bear testimony 
to the severity of the climate ; their roofs 
are raised to as acute an angle aspossiblCj 
that the snow may not lie upon them^ 
.which. covers these i^beights probably all 
• the. winter through. Since my first day's 
•journey in Cornwall, I have seen nothing 
. so desoIatCj and in this latitude the sky is 
as cheerless as the earth. Beyond this, is 
; the town . of Bpwes, which is in York- 
shire,, a^ huge province, as large as any 
other three in the island. The town, like 
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all those which we have seen since Car- 
lisle^ has its ruined castle^ meant former- 
ly for protection against their marauding 
neighbours^ who long after the union of 
the two kingdoms carried on incessant 
hostilities against English beef and mut- 
ton* 

At Bowes begins the great gi-asing 
country for children. — It is the cheapest 
part of England, and schools for boys 
flave long been established here, to which 
tradesmen, and even some parents of 
higher order who think money better than 
learning, send their children <from all the 
great towns, even from the western pro- 
'Tinces,«-*but London supplies the greater 
number. Two of these lads we took up, " 
who were returning to their parents in the 
metropolis after a complete Yorkshire 
education. One of them, who was just 
fourteen, had been four years there, da- 
ring which time one of his sisters and his 
father had died^ and he had never seen 
face of friend or kinsman. I asked him 
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if he thought he should know bis brothers 
sad sisters when he sttw them: he stid, 
he supposed not ; hut flre6eiiily» after « 
pause, added with a MBite in the dialect of 
the country/^ I think 1 shall iccfn 'em too." 
This was an interesting lad with a q«ick 
eye and a dyspeptic Countenance. He 
will be apprenticed behind some Iiondon 
counter, or at a lawyer's desk, and die for 
want of fresh air. His companion was a 
fine, thriving, thick-beaded fellow, with a 
bottle belly and a bulbous nose ; of that 
happy and swinish temperament, that it 
might be sworn he would feed and fatten 
wherever he wenL 

Tjiese schools are upon the most ceco* 
Bomical plan : a pension of sixteen pounds 
sterling pays for every thing, clothing in- 
chided* For certain they are kept upon 
Spartan fare ; but the boys, who were 
from different schools, spake well of their 
masters, and had evidently been happy 
there. Sheets are conudered as sup^flu* 
•us, and clean linen as a luxury reserved 
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only for Sundays. They wash their own 
clothes by means of a machine; and the 
masters use no other labourers in getting 
in their harvests both of hay and corn ; 
so that what with farming, teaching, and 
a small cure, for they are generally priests, 
they make the system answer. What is 
taught is merely what is required for the 
common purposes of life, to write well,, 
and be ready at. the ordiuary operations 
of arithmetic. They profess, to teach La- 
tin, but I could not fiod that the masters 
ever ventured beyond the grammar. At 
one of these schools they had been enact- 
ing plays, to which the neighbourhood were 
admitted at a price. Three pounds a n^ht 
had been their receipt, and this was di- 
vided among the boys. Our little friend 
related this with great satisfaction, told ua 
that he himself had played a part, and was 
easily persuaded to give us one of his songs. 
They had moveable sceneis, he said, as 
good as we should see in any theatre.-** 
One of these schools consists of Irish 
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hoys, and the master goejs over every sum- 
mer to catch a drove of them. 

A single house at Gretap-Bridge was oar 
next stage^ pleasantly situated beside a 
clear rapid river in a woody country ; but 
after this single scene of beauty all was 
flat and dismal. The road^ however^ had 
this recommendation^ that for league after 
league it was as straight - as the most im- 
patient traveller could wish* it. -At mid- 
night we left the coach at Borough^-Bridge^ 
bidding adieu to the poor boys who had 
forty hours to travel on. 
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Yifrk City and Mmaer. — Jtmmey to 
€oln» — IVavellen tmposMi itpon. — Itm^ 
keqfen. — Feny over the Trent. — Lmecln* 
— Great Torn. ^-^ Newark, "^uilconiufy 

Hitt. 

Wednesdaj. 

Fbom Borough-Bridge^ which is a little 
town full of good innsj we took chaise in 
the morning for York. The road was a 
straight line over a dead flat ; the houses 
which we passed of red brick^ roofed with 
red tiles^ uglier than common cottages^ 
and not promising more comfort within* 
York is one of the few English cities with 
the name of which foreigners are familiar. 
I was disappointed that its appearance in 
the distance was not finer,— we saw its 
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huge cathedral rising over the kvel^-^-^Mil 
that wa» all ; and I feimd thai the second 
city ia England was as Uttk impouQg as 
the ]i»eiropoIis upon a finsft loew. We 
drove under ao old gate*way and up a Aar* 
i9Vf stfeet^ ordered dioeier at the iaa^ and 
aet out it» seeibe cal^edral^ h^ere celled iba 
minster. 

Though I had seeo the cathedral church- 
es of Exeter, Salisfburjj Westminster, and 
Woreeater, my expectations were exceed* 
ed here ; for though on the outside some*- 
thing, I know not w^at, is wanting, the 
iatericn: sutpasses any thing to be seen 
ehewbere. It is in magnitude that York 
minster is uarivalled ; it is of the best age 
of Gothic, and in admirable repair :— this 
pxaise most be given to the E&glish here- 
tics, tba4; they preserve these monumenU 
of magnificent piety with a proper care, 
and do aot suffer them to be disfigured by 
fthe barbarism of modern times. Here in- 
deed we felt the full effect of this wonder- 
ful architecture, in which all the parts are 
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highly ornamented^ yet the multiplicity 
of ornaments contributes to one great 
impressicm* We ascended the tower by 
such a wearying round of steps that I was 
compelled to judge more respectfully of 
its height| than we had done when behold- 
ing it from below. The day was hazy ; we 
saw however sufficiently far into a flat 
country ; and the city^ and the body of 
the immense building below us^ with its 
towers and turrets, its buttresses and bat- 
tlements, were objects far more impressive 
than any distant view. 

Having satisfied out curiosity Ilere, we 
strolled in search of other objects, saW the 
castle, which is converted into a prison, 
and found our way to a public walk be- 
side the river Ouse, a sluggish and muddy 
stream, which, however, as it is naviga- 
ble, the people of York would be loth to 
exchange for one of the wild Cumberland 
rivers, which we could not but remember 
with regret. There is a bridge over 'it of 
remarkable architecture, whose irregular 
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arches^ with the old houses adjoiniDg; 
form a highly picturesque pile. While we 
were looking at it^ we heard some one 
from the ships sing oul^ '' There he goes !? . 
and this was repeated from vessel to ves- 
sel^ and from shore to shore^ chiefly by 
boys and children^ in a regular tone^ and 
at regular intervalsj almost like minute 
guns. It was some time before we paid 
any attention to this ; but at last it was re- 
peated so often that it forced itself upon 
our notice^ and we enquired of a woman, 
whose little girlwas joining in the cry, 
what it meant. She told us it was a.man, 
then crossing at the ferry, whom the cbil* 
dren always called after in thisway : — 'she 
could give no further account, and did noi 
Icnow that he had done any thing to p1ro<- 
voke it. He was a man in years, and. of 
decent appearance. It is possible that he 
may have committed some offence which 
drew upon him the public notice, — but it 
is equally possible that this was. begun Jn 
fport; and if so^ as the wQman indeed 
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rnkderatood it to be^ it is one of .thestsan^ 
gest instances of poptdar peraecntion iis^ver 
wilnesaed. A^ and deformity^ I may 
bete remark, are always ol^ects of ridi«> 
«ule in Eqgland ; it is disgraceful to the 
nation to see tiow the nivble boys are per** 
mitted to tormept a (iooi* idiot, if they find 

«ne in tlie streets* 

t * <" * * « 

Thimday, 
At five in the morning we left York« 
I could not but admire the pnnctnality of 
.the old coachoian* He was €>b his hex, 
me on the roof,— every thing ready to start* 
One church clock struck^^ — another IbHow^ 
ed,—- house clocks all .around us,-^'' AS 
but the minster/ said the old man, — for 
#ie minster was his signal* Presently 
that began with its finer tone,-^and before 
fhe fir«t quarter had ended> crack went 
his whip and we were 0S. It was a doudj 
mornings — we passed through Tadcaster, 
and a few smaller places not worth na*- 
«iing, because not worth remepaberiogi iiM 



we reached Ferry-bridge to breakfast The 
bridge is new and handsome, yet our 
bridges are in a better taste than thos^ of 
the £nglish :--*the river, a slow stream, 
•as dali and uninteresting as a canaL On 
to Doncaster, one of the handsomest towns 
-I have ever seen : — the country around is 
as insipid as the plains of Old Castille^i 
though perhaps the Doncastrians are of a 
different opinion, as their race-ground is 
one of the best in. England. The scenery 
■improved when we entered the province 
of Nottinghamshire, dqd the sun came out 
•and brightened every thing ; here we saw 
u few bop-gardens. Our places were taken 
to an inn oalled Markham Moor, from 
whence we expected to reach LincolA time 
enough to see it easily that evening. It 
was nineteen miles from the inn : they 
tdid us they had no chaise at home, and 
must send for one from Tuxford, there- 
fore we had better go on to Tuxford, which 
•was two miles further, and then we should 
be one mile nearer Lincoln. To tips we 
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readily agreed^ — but oiir coach dined at 
this Markham Moor^ — here would be an 
hour lost, ill to be spared when we were 
prest for time: another stage passed us 
while we were deliberating, and by the 
landlord's especial advice we mounted this 
and advanced. Lincoln cathedral was dis- 
tinctly in sight at this distance. 

At Tuxford we ordered chaise for Lin- 
coln, which we had been told was eighteen 
miles distant, — the waiter said it was 
twenty, the landlady that it was twenty<- 
onCf ^f Why have they no Corregidorts in 
England f" said I to my companion, vfhif^ 
wished as heartily, but as vainly, as myself 
for smamary redress. The woman knew 
that we knew we were imposed on, and 
expressed it in her countenance and man- 
ner. There was no remedy but the never- 
failing panacea of patience. Mark ' the 
complication of roguery. — Instead of ta- 
king a.cross road, which would have cut off 
tw;o miles, we were driven back to Mark- 
baoMiMoQr, by which excellent manoeuvre 
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^we had to pay for twenty-one, instead of 
nineteen, and an additional turnpike into 
the bargain. We called at this inn, and 
9sked for the landlord, meaning to tell 
him our opinion of his conduct ; but he 
did not choose to appear. No class of 
people in England require the superintend 
dance of law more than the inn-keepers. 
They fix their own prices, without any 
other restriction^ than their own con- 
science, and uniformly charge the frac* 
tion of a mile as a whole one, so that the 
traveller pays for a mile, in almost every 
stage, more than he travels. False weights 
and measures are punishable here, why 
should this kind of measure be exempted i 
When we had proceeded about half a 
league further, the driver dismounted to 
open a gate. Just on the other side was a 
little bridge over a ditch of clear and slowly- 
flowing water : the wall of this bridge was 
continued far enough, as might have been 
supposed, for security^ and then - sloped 
aside from the road, and ended. By the 
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lAde of Ae road was a steep bank^ no^ 
higber than with a bonnd one might apring 
ap; at the bottom, of this was. a youn^ 
hedge fenced with rails on both &ides> at 
right angles with die ditoh-streani. Our 
horses went on before the driver conid re- 
mount> and they chose to bend this way;: 
the chaise wa»80on in snch a sitoaUon that 
it was prudent for us with aS speed to 
alight f he held the horses and out we got;' 
bat to get them into the road was not sac 
easy. Both were spirited beasts^ indeed^ 
we had been admiring them ; — both werer 
startlisb^ and the mare vicious }-^Ae had 
lately mn with a chaise into the river at 
Newark^ atid drowned the postboy. Tbejr 
began to plunge> — the weight of the chaise, 
which was on the declivity, pressed upon 
tfaem> the horse leapt at the rails Mid 
broke them down, the mare fell in the 
bottom, and bad the bank bean in the 
slightest degree steeper the chaise maat^ 
have rolled upcm hex. As it was, we ea^ 
pected^^ tO' see her kilied> or her h&at^ 



broken at least. D* called to the driver to 
cat the traces instaatly and let the horse 
loose, or be would Irlgliten the majre still 
more^aad make had worse : — he hesitated 
to do this^ till after more plugging the 
mare got into the ditch ir-however, the 
traces were loosed> and the beasts got into 
the road with little other hurt than the 
violent agitation tbqr were in. We now 
exerted aU our strength to drag up the 
chaise, bat to no purpose^ D. went one 
way for help, the driver another, while I 
sate npon the waU of the bridge and look-^ 
ed at the strewn. D^ brought with hiin a 
man and two boys, and die drirer a cart>» 
horse^.whosocoi did the business> — and we 
proceeded not without some apprehensions 
of another accident^ from the fear o£ the 
horses, hatj thanks he to God, all went on 
WfilL 

We came presteotly toiDnnham Ferry,—-*' 
the interrii|>tion and ezpence of crossing 
here were well compensated by the beauty 
of the scene. The Trent at this place ia 
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the largest fresh^'water river which I ha vd 
seen in England^ — indeed I believe it rolb 
a grjeater body of fresh water to the sea 
than any other* Two of its huge arms, 
which embraced a long island, met just 
above the ferry, like two large rivers. The 
opposite bank was high and broken. The 
island terminated in a shu'p point, to 
which the stream had worn it, and just at 
this point were about a score or five-and-* 
twenty .remarkably large willow-trees, as 
tall . as . elms. Some men of. taste must 
have. [plan ted them two centuries. ago; 
the rest of the island, as far as we could see, 
was fine meadow land,«— and a colony of 
rooks had established their commonwealth 
in the trees. -The country- up the river 
was a dead flat, with a handsome church 
in the distance, and another on the shore 
which we were leaving; many little is* 
lands, with a Inish or two upon them> in 
the stream below, — the price at the ferry 
wa8.half*-a-crown, which we thought ex* 
erbitantly dean^ 
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The road now ran between pIantati(Hi8 of 
birch^ oak^ beech^ and hazel, with ditches 
of clear weedy water on each side, which 
sometimes spread into little pools in which 
the overhanging boughs and bank weeds 
were reflected, — a complete contrast to the 
mountain streams, and yet beautiiuL It 
opened upon a marsh, and we once more 
beheld the cathedral upon its height, now 
two leagues distant* This magnificent 
building stimds at the end of a long and 
high hill, above the ci^« To the north 
there are nine windmills in a row. It has 
three towers, the two smaller ones topped 
with the smallest spires I have ever seen ;— - 
they were beautiful in the distance— yet we 
doubted whedier they ought to have been 
there, and in fact they are of modem ad« 
dition, and not of stone, so that on a near 
view they disgrace and disfigure the edi- 
fice. Imagine this seen over a wide plain, 
this the only object,^— than which die pow- 
er of man could produce no finer. The 
nearer we approached Ae m<ne dreary was 

VOL. II. L 
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the country— -it was one wide fen^— *bat 
the more beantifiil the oily, onddi^ more 
majestic the. cathedral: Never wis an edi* 
fice more happily placed ; it overtops acity 
bfiilt on the acclivity of a steep hill^ — ils 
houses inteimingled with gardens and or- 
chards. To see it in foil perfectioD, it 
ahoidd be in the red sunshine of an an- 
tumnal^veniag^ when the red roofs^^and 
red brick houses would harmonise with 
the sky and the fading foliage. 

Our disasters, had delayed us till it was 
too late to see the church. So we sale 
down to a late. dinner upon some of the 
wild fowl of the fens. 

Pclday. 

The exterior of Lincoln cathedral is ifar 
more beautifol than that of York^ the in- 
side is far inferior. They have been ob- 
liged in some places to lay a beam from 
one column to another, to strengthen 
them ; they have covered it with Gothic 
work, and it appears at first like a conti- 
nuation of the passages above. It is to.be 
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wished that in their other modern work? 
there had be^n the same approximation to 
the taste of better times. A fine Roman 
pavement was discovered not many years 
ago in the centre of the cloister ; they have 
built a little brick bnilding over it to pre- 
serve it with commendable care ; but so 
vile a one as to look like one of those 
houses of necessity which are attached to 
every cottage in this country— *and which 
it is to be hoped will one day become as 
general in our own. A library forms one 
side of the cloister-quadrangle, which is 
also modem and mean. Another vile 
work of modem time is a picture of the 
Annunciation over the altar. 

Most of the old windows were demo- 
lished in the days of fanaticism ; their 
place has not been supplied with painted 
glass,-r-and from the few which remain, 
the effect of the coloured light crowning 
the little crockets and pinnacles, and play- 
ing upon the columns with red and purple 
and saffron shades of light, made us the 
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more regret that all were not in the 
9tate of beauty. We ascended the highest 
tower^ crossing a labyrinth of narrow pas- 
sages ; it was a long and wearying way,«- 
the jackdaws who inhabit these steeples 
have glreatly the advantage of us in getting 
to the top of them. How very much must 
these birds be obliged to man for building 
cathedrals for their use! It is something 
higher than York^ and the labour of climb- 
ing it was compensated by a bird's eye 
view all around us. . « 

We ascended one of the other towets 
afterwards to see Great Tom, the largest 
bell in England. At first it disappointed 
me, but the disappointment wore oiF, and 
we became satisfied that it was as great a 
thing as it was said to be. A tall man 
might stand in it^ upright ; the mouth 
measures one and twenty English feet in 
circumferencej and it would be a large 
tree of which the girth equalled the sise 
of its middle. The hours are struck upon 
it with a hammer. I should tell you that 
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the method of sounding belU in England 
18 not by striking^ bat by swinging them : 
no bell^ however^ which approaches neariy 
to the size of this is ever moved^ except 
this ; it is swung on Whitsunday, and when 
the judges arriyeto try the prisoners, — an- 
other fit (Qk^casion would hie at executions, 
to which it would give great solemnity, for 
the sound is heaf d far and wide over the 
teas* On other occasions it was disused, 
because it shook the tower, but the stones 
have now been secured with iron cramps. 
— ^Tom, which is the familiar abbreviation 
of Thomas/ seems to be the only name 
which they give to a bell in this country. 
Only one coach passes through Lincoln 
on the way to London, and that early in 
the morning, we were therefore obliged 
to return again into the great north road; 
which we did by taking chaise to Newark ; 
the road is a straight line, along an old Ro- 
man way. A bridge over the Trent and the 
ruins of a castle, which long held out for 
the kin^ in the great civil war, are the only 



£M LBTTSB XtV. 

remarkable objects in this town/— except 
indeed Hb&t I saw the name Ordagno oyet 
a shop. The day ended in rain ; we got 
into a stage in the eyehingj which took ns 
through the tdwna of Grantham, Stamford, 
and Stilton, and dropt ns in the middle of 
die night st a single inn called Alconbnry- 
HUl/^where after a few minutes we sue* 
ceeded in obtaining admittance and went 
to bed* 
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Cambridge. — RqmbBcan Tendency of 
Schools counteracted at CoUege.-^CoUege 
a useful Place for the debauched Students, 
a melancholy one for others. — Fellowships. 
'^Advantage of a University Education. 
— Not so necessary as it once was. 

Wednesday. 

From Alconbury-Hill to Cambridge is two 
short stages, — we passed through Han- 
tingdoo, the birth-place of Oliver Ciom- 
well, and travelled over a dismal flat^ the 
country northward being one great fen. 
The whole of these extensive fens is said 
once to have been dry and productive 
ground reduced to this state by some earUi- 
quake or deluge^ unremembered in his- 
toiy. Tools found beneath the soil, and 
submersed forests, are the proofs. A cen- 
tury and hrif ago they bq^aa to drain th«ii, 
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and the draining still proceeds. In old 
times they were the favourite retreat of the 
religious : the waters were at that time car- 
ried off by great rivers through the level, 
above twenty leagues long» which formed 
innumerable lakes, many of them of con- 
siderable size, and on the islands in these 
a hermitage or a convent was placed in 
safety from the sudden attack of the North- 
ern Sea Kings, and in that solitude which 
its holy inhabitants desired^ The greater 
number of the old English saints flourish- 
ed in this district. 

A singular custom prevailed here about 
fourscore years ago, and perhaps may not 
yet be wholly discontinued. Tiie corpse 
was put into the ground a few hours after 
death, and about a week afterwards they 
buried an empty coffin with funeral cere- 
monies. Possibly this strange peculiarity 
may have been introduced upon occasion 
of some pestilence, when it would have 
been dangerous to keep the body longer. 
The body is always kept some days in 
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EnglaQd, usually till signs of decay ap- 
pear* 

At length we came in sight of Cam- 
bridge : — How inferior to die first view of 
Oxford! yet its lofty buildings and old 
trees gave it a characteristic appearance^ 
and were more beautiful because in the 
midst of such a dreary land. The streets 
are narrow^ and the greater number of the 
colleges mean brick buildings; there is^ 
however^ one edifice^ the Chapel of King's 
College, which exceeds any thing in Ox* 
ford; and probably in the world. This un- 
rivalled edifice is dedicated to Mary the 
most pure and to St Nicholas. It was fi- 
nished by the arch-apostate Henry VIII.^ 
when he bad just efiiected his adulterous 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, and here 
their names appear twined together with 
true lovers' knots^ the only place where his 
initials remain joined with hers. 

In this university are sixteen colleges, * 

* Accurately speakii]^ there are twelve collies 
and four balls.— Ta. 

l2 
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The priiicipal one is dedicated to the mo^i 
holy Trinity; it consists of two hand- 
some squares^ or quadrangles as they are 
called^ the larger of which the Cahta- 
hrigians would fain believe to be finer than 
the great quadrangle of Christ Church at 
Oxford, of which they may perhaps per- 
suade those who have never been at Ox* 
ford. The Library, the Chapel, and the 
Refectory were shown to us ; the two latter 
are little curious, but in the anti-chapel is 
a statue of the great Newton by Roubiliac, 
a name of great eminence in this country* 
It is a good example of Vandyke in mar- 
ble, and that will give you the best idea 
of its style and excellence. The sculptor 
has endeavoured to make it picturesque, by 
representing the texture and the light and 
shade of silk in the drapery ; and as the 
vulgar can always comprehend dexterity 
of hand, and can seldom comprehend any 
thing above it, the statue has obtained 
much admiration for its faults. 
The library is a most magnificent room 
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about ad hundr^ paces in length, with 
a painted window at the end) of which it 
would not be easy to say whether the de» 
sign or the execution be most faulty : in 
thisj Minerva^ Bacon, George III., and 
Newton are all brought together in their 
respective costumes. Besides a splendid 
collection of books, there is a cabinet of 
medals here, but they are seldom shown 
lest they should be stolen, as books fre* 
quently have been. It is singular that in 
the public libraries and collections of 
England there are mote precautions taken 
against thieves than in any other country 
in Europe. It is not often I understand 
when an offender is discovered that the 
law is enforced against him ; but now and 
then, the librarian said, they were obliged 
to make an example; and be turned to a 
MS. Catalogue, and showed us a record 
that a member of the University had been 
degraded for seven years for this offence. 
In the University library we were shown 
several books which had been stolen, and 
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the title-pages nearly cut out, in order to 
avoid detection* 0£Fences of this kindj 
though„in their consequences so truly abo* 
minable^ seem to be little thought of. 
Indeed^ it should appear that the English 
scarcely think it any crime to plunder the 
public in any way. 

I had an introduction to a resident mem- 
ber of —— — ; it proved a very valuable 
pne^ and there are few of my English 
friends from whose conversation I have 
derived so much instruction. The objects 
of curiosity in Cambridge were soon seen^ 
but we remained a few days there, for the 
pleasure of his society. The University was 
almost empty^ it being now the vacation 
time. There is a greater variety of dresses 
here than at Oxford, the colleges not 
dressing all alike, and some wearing pur- 
ple instead of black. The privileged class 
also wear a hat instead of the academical 
cap. A round church of the Templars, 
built after the Holy Sepulchre, is one of 
the most remarkable things in this univer- 
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sity*- I was pleased too with the sight 
of a huge concave celestial globe^ in the 
midst of which jou standi and it revolves 
round you. The Cain> a lazy stream^ 
winds behind the town and through the 
college walks^ collecting $lth as it goes* 
^' Yonder/' said our friend^ *' are the Gogr 
magog Hills ;"— in spite of their gigantic 
appellation, they are so very like a plaiju^ 
that I looked all around to see where they 
were. . 

'' What a happy life/* ^d I to our Cam- 
bridge friend^ '' must you lead in your 
English universities ! You have the advan- 
tages of a monastery without its restric. 
tiousi the enjoyments of the world without 
its cares, — the true otium cum dignitate.*^ 
He shook his head and answered^ '' It is a 
joyojis place for the young, and a conve- 
nient place for all of us^ — but for none is 
it a h^ppy one C^-r-md he soon convinced 
me that I was mistaken in the favourable 
judgment which I bad formed. I will 
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ttkAeavout to tetrace the mbstance of a 
long and iateresting evening's convena^ 
tion. 

It k a jofotis place for the yonng^-— joy 
and happiness however are not sydooy- 
moQS. They come hither from school^ 
no longer to be treated as children } their 
studies and their amnsement aire almost at 
their own discretion^ and they have money 
at command. But as at college thejr first 
assume the character of man^ it is there 
also that they are first made to feel their 
relative .situation in society. Schools in 
England^ especially those public ones from 
which the universities are chiefly supplied^ 
are truly republican. The master perhaps 
will pay a^ much deference to rank as h^ 
possibly can^ and more than he honestly 
ought :— it is, however, bui little that he 
can pay; the ihstitntions have been too 
wisely framed to be counteracted, and tit- 
tles and families are not regarded by the 
boys. The distinctions which they make 
are in the spirit of a barbarous^ not of a 

10 
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coJnmerdal calculating people ; boclfly en* 
dowmeQts hold the fitst, meotal.tbe second 
place. The best btuiser enjoys the highest 
r^ntatioo ;^ next to him^ bot after a long 
interval^ comes the best cricket-player, 
the third pluce, at d still more respectful 
distance, is alloffed to the cleverest, 
who, in th6 opinion of his fellows, idways 
takes place of the best scholar. In the 
world,«--and the cbllege is not out of it 
like the cloister,<^all this is reversed into 
its right order ; but the gifts of fortune 
are placed above all. Whatever habits and 
feelings of equality may faav^ been gene* 
rated at school, are to be got rid of at 
college, — and this is soon done. The first 
thing which the new student perceives on 
bis arrival, is, that his school-fellows, who 
are there before him, pass him in the 
streets as if they knew him not, and pei^ 
haps stare him full in the face, that he 
may be sure it is not done through inad- 
vertency. The cereinony of introduction 
must take place before two ydong men 
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who for years have eaten at the same ta- 
ble, studied in the same class, and perhaps 
slep^ in the same chambery— can possibly 
know each other when they meet at col* 
lege. 

There is to be found every where a great 
number of those persons whom we cannot 
prove to be human beings by any rational 
characteristic which they possess ; by t who 
must be admitted to be so, by a sort of 
rcductio ad absurdum, because they can- 
not possibly be any thing else. They pass 
for men, in the world, because it has 
pleased God for wise purposes, however 
inscrutable to us, to set them upon two 
legs instead of four ; to give them smooth 
jkins and no tail, and to enable them to 
speak without having their tongues slit. 
They are like those weeds which will 
spring up and thrive in every soil and eve- 
ry climate, and which no favourable cir- 
cumstances can ever improve into utility. 
It is of little consequence whether they 
shoot water-fowl^ at^nd horse-races, fre* 
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^uent the brothel, aQd encourage the wine 
trade in oae place or another; but as a 
few years of this kind of life usually, satisfy 
a man for the rest of. it> it is convenient 
that there should be a place appointed 
where one of this description can pass 
through this course of studies out of sight 
of his relations^ and without injuring his 
character ; and from whence he can come 
with the adyanlage of having been at the 
University^ and a qualification which ena- 
bles him to midertake the cure of souls. 
The heretical bishops never enquire into 
the moral conduct of those upon whom 
they lay their unhallowed hands^ — and as 
for the quantity of learning which is re- 
quired,-* M. Maillardet, who exhibits his 
Androeides in London^ could put enough 
into an automaton. 

Such men as these enjoy more happiness^ 
such as their liappinessris^ at the University 
than during any other part of their lives. 
It is a pleasant place also for the lilies of 
the worlds they who have neither to toil 
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nor to spin ; bot for those who have the 
world before them^ there is perhaps no 
place in their whole joamey where they 
feel less at ease. It is the port from whence 
they are to embarkj — ^and who can stmd 
upon the beach and h>ok upon the sea 
whereon he is about to trast himself and 
his forionesy without feeling his heart sink 
at the nncertainty of the adventure i True 
it is that these reflections do not continue 
long upon a young man's mtndy yet they 
occur so often as msensibly to affect its 
whole feelings* The way of life is like the 
prospect from his windowj-^he beholds it 
not while be is employed^ but in the inter- 
vals of employment^ when he lifts up his 
eyes^ the prospect is before him. The fre- 
quent chatige of his associates is another 
melancholy circumstance. A sort of pm* 
odical and premature mortality takes place 
among his friends : term after term they 
drop off to their respective allotmentij 
Which are perhaps so distant from his owH^ 
tinit years may elapse^ or the whole lease of 
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fife be run oat> befoipe he ever again meets 
with the maa whom habits of daily and 
iBtmiate mterconrse bad endeared to him. 
Let us now suppose the student to be 
siiocessfiil in hb colli&giate pnrsirits^ he ob- 
tains a fellowships — send is^ in the opinion 
of his friends, provided for for life. Set- 
fled for life he would indeed have been ao* 
Voiding to the original itlistitulion, and it 
still is a provision for him as long as h^ re* 
tains it,— but mark the consequences of 
the schism^ — oi alteriilg the parts of aii 
establbhment Witfaodt considering their re- 
lations to the whole. A certain nomber of 
fjienefices belong to the college^ to which> 
as they become vacant^ the fellows succeed 
according to seniority, vacating their fel^ 
lowships by accepting a benefice, or by 
marrying. Here one of the evils of a mar- 
ried clergy is perceived. Where celibacy 
is never regarded as a virtue, it is ifatnral- 
ly considered as a misfortune. Attach- 
ments are formed more easily perhaps in 
this country than in any other, because 
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diere is little restraint in the intercourse 
between the selxes^ and all persons go so 
much from home into public. But the si- 
tuation of the college-fellow who has en- 
gaged his affections is truly pitiable. Look- 
ing with envious eyes at those above 'him 
on the list, und counting the ages of those 
who hold tlie livings for which he is to 
wait, he passes years after years in this 
disquieUng and wretched state of hope. 
The woman J, in like manner, wears' away 
her youth in dependent e:(pectation) and 
they meet at last, if they live to meet^' not 
till the fall of the leaf-*^not till the habits 
and tempers of both are become fixt and 
constitutional^ so as no longer to be capa-> 
bk of assimilating each to the olherc 

I enquired what were the real advantages 
of these institutions to the country at large, 
and to the individuals who study in them. 
*' They are of this service/' he replied, 
^ to the country at large, that they are the 
great schools by which established opinions 
are inculcated and perpetuate^. I do n^t 
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know that men gain much here^ yet it is a 
regnlar and essential part of our system of 
education^ and they who have not goni;; 
through it always feel that their education 
has been defective. A knowledge of the 
worlds that is to say^ of our world and of 
the men in it^ is gained here^ and that 
knowledge remains when Greek and geo* 
metry are forgotten." I asked him which 
was the best of the two universities ; he an-* 
swered that Cambridge was as much su« 
perior to Oxford^ as Oxford was to Sala* 
manca. I could not forbear smiling at his 
scale .of depreciation : he perceived it, and 
begged my pardon, sayings that he as lit- 
tle intended to undervalue the establish- 
ments of my country, as to overrate the 
one of which he was himself a member. 
*' We are bad enough," said he, '^ Heaven 
knows^ but not so bad as Oxford. They 
are now attempting to imitate us in some 
of those points wherein the advantage on 
our part is too notorious to be disputed^ 
The effect may be seen in another genera^ 
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tioD^ — meantime the imitatioa is a confes- 
sion of inferiority/' 

'' StiU,** said I, '* we may regard the uni- 
versities as the seats of learning and of the 
Muses.'' ^' As for the Musesj sir^'^ said he^ 
'^ yoahave traversed the banks of the Cani> 
and must know whether yon have seen 
any nine ladies .there who answer their 
description. We do certainly produce 
verses both Greek and Latin which are 
worthy of gold medals^ and English ones 
also^ after the newest and most approved 
receipt for verse-making. Of learnings 
such as is required, for the purposes of tui- 
tion there is mpch^-^beyond it^ except in 
mathematics, none. In this we only 
share the commcm degeneracy. The Mo- 
hammedans believe that when Gog and 
Magog are to come, the race of men will 
have dwindled to such littleness, that a 
shoe of one of the present .generation will 
serve them for a house. If this prophecy 
be typical of the intellectual diminution 
of the 3pecies, Gog and Magog may soon 
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be expected in the neighbourhood of their 
own hills/' 

'' The truth is, sir," he. continued, '^ that 
the institutions of men grow old. like men 
themselves, and, like women, ace always 
the last to perceive their own.decay. When 
universities were the only schools of learn* 
ing they were of great and important uti- 
lity; as soon as there were others, they 
ceased to be the best, because their forms 
were prescribed, and they could adopt no 
improvement till long after it was general- 
ly acknowledged. There are other causes 
of decline^— -We educate for only one pro* 
fession : when colleges were founded that 
one was the most important; it is now 
no longer so; they who are destined for 
the others find it necessary to study else- 
where, and it begins to be perceived that 
this is not a necessary stage upon the road. 
This might be remedied. We have pro- 
fessors of eveiy thing, who hold their si- 
tuations and do nothing. In Edinburgh 
the income of the professor depends upon 
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bis exertions^ and in conaeqaenoe the 
fmtatioD of that univenity is so higb^ that 
Englishmen think it necessary to finish 
their education by passing a year there. 
Tliey learn shallow metaphysics there^ 
and come back worse than they went^ 
inasmuch as it is better to be empty thaa 
Aatalent/' 
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Newmarket.'^Cruetty of Horse^racing.'^^ 
Process of Wasting.''^ Character of a 
Man of the Turf'^Royston*-^ Bunting" 
ford. — Cheshunt. — Return to London. 

Thbb£ leagues from Cambridge is the 
town of Newmarket^ famous for its ad- 
joining race-ground^ the great scene of 
English extravagance and folly. They who 
have seen the races tell me it is a fine 
sight: — the horses are the pidst perfect 
animals of their kind, and their speed is 
wonderful ; but it is a cruel and detestable 
sport The whip and the spur are unmer- 
cifully used. Some of the leading men of 
the turf, as they are called, will make 
their horses run two or three times in as 
many days, till every fibre in them is sore, 

VOL. II. M 
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and they are disabled for ever by over ex- 
ertion. Whatever pleasure^ therefore, a 
man of clean conscience might lawfully 
have taken in: beholding such sports, when 
they were iostitnted (if such was their ori- 
gin) for the sake of ' im'proving the breed, 
and were purely trials of swiftness, is at. an 
end* The animal^ who evidently delights 
in the outset, and ambitimsly vSlrains him- 
self to his full length and speed, is lashed 
and gored till hi. blood mingle, with hi. 
foam, because his owner has utaked thoii*- 
sands upon Uie issue of the face : and so 
far is this practice from tending to the im<- 
provement of the breeds that at/presentit 
confessedly injures it, becauie horse» are 
brojigbt to the course before, tihey have 
grown to their ft^ strength, ikud are there* 
by prevented from ever attaining to it. 

It is hardly less hurtful tp the riders; 
their sufferings, however^, would leather eis^ 
cite mirth than cpmpassipn^ if aiiy thing 
connected with the .. degradation of a 
human being could be r^gai^^d Y?ilbout 
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some sense of awe and hnmilialion. These 
gentlemen are called jockeys. * Jockeyship 
is a particular trade in England ;^-I beg its 
pard<Hi---a profession, A few persons re* 
tain one in their establisbitaent^ but in ge* 
neral they go to Newmarket and offer their 
services for the oceasidn. ' Three guineas 
are the fee for riding a race; if much be 
depending vfpomiiy as is usually thecase^ 
the mnnar recetres a presettt* * Now^ in 
these matches the weight which the horses 
are to carry is t always^ ^tipvlated* Should 
the jockey be toolighly becorcies sone«- 
thing about him to mdce up the due num* 
ber of pounds; but if unhappily he. ex* 
ceeds this number^ he niiist 'undeigo ia 
course of wasting. Had Prooriiistes haurd 
of this invention; be would ha^ made att 
travellers equal in wdgbt as well as in mea^ 
sure^ and his balance would have been as 
famous as his bed^ -' In order ;to 'get rid of 
this supererogatory fleiBh^tb^ are purged 
and sweated; made to take long waika 
with thick clothing on ; then immedifttely 
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on their return dribk cold water^ and stew 
between two feather beds, and in this man- 
ner melt themselves down to. the lawful 
standard. One of ihe most eminent of 
these jockeys lately wasted eighteen pounds 
in three days ; so violent a reduction that 
it is supposed he will .^nevier. recover 

« from it... , 
, Our friend here once heard the character 
of .one of the great: Newmarket heroes 

from a gtooin; Mr / said .the man^ 

was the best sportsman on. the turf; he 
would bet upon any thing and to any sum^ 
and make such matches as. nobody else 
could ever have thought of making^. only 
it was a pity that be was such a foot^-he 
was a fool to be su^e. .It was difficult to 
say whether the fellow wa3 most impressed 
by the absolute folly of his hero, or by his 
undaunted love of gambling ; the one he 
could not speak of without admiration^ 
tod he laughed while he was bemoaning 

, the other : for certain^ he said^ there was 

nobody like him for spirit^ — be was ready 

10 
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for any thing ; but then unluckily he was 
such a cursed fool. To be sure he was 
losing his fortune as fast as it could go. 
But his comfort wasy he used to say^ lliat 
when all was gone he was sure of a place, 

for his friend Lord had promised 

to make him his whipper«in. 

The pedigree of the horse is as carefully 
preserved as that of the' master; and can 
in many instances be traced further back; 
In general the English horses are less beau- 
tiful than ours, and they are disfigured by 
the barbarous custom of mutilating the 
tail and ears. Dogs suffer the same cruel 
mutilation. It is surprising how little use 
is .made of the ass here ; it is employed 
only by the lowest people in the vilest ser- 
vices ; miserably fed and more miserably 
treated. Mules are seldom seen : in Eli- 
zabeth's days a large male ass which had 
been brought from France into Cornwall 
began a fabric of them, and the people 
knocked them on the head for monsters 
as soon, as they were foalfitd.' 
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: . HadiitfaeeB' tfaeiraciDg.seHBOii'J Ahould 
bave gone terNdwihaiket^iiiie ground, i^ 
i^lfy celdbcAtbdrtas it; i%idid oiMi tempt me. 
Out ff lend was^goiiyg'to theiminediate. vi- 
^iakff <ef ;Ii»iido& ^ sa Uavkigiitta oompany 
we travelled by cfaaii|% tlie ezpente for thre6 
persons nat motenaUy exceeding tbat of 
going by stage. RoystoB was our £rst post. 
In this neighbonrkood there .waa a man 
likteiy who believed Ahims^ entitled to a 



frdfuxhim^t he worked aifiomttda^Jaboiir, 
a^ hit enstom waa to live as pehnriously 
as'w^ possiblejabd^^xpendlhesairingsof 
ibe whole year in giving a dinner npon his 
birtb-*day at a publioJiottse upon the estate, 
M) which he invited bycpublia-'fiotices all 
piersons who would please to come. D* 
femembem in his ehildhood a mun, who, 
nnder the same feelmg, had vowed never to 
put on clean < linen, wash himself, shave 
his beard, comb his hair, or cot his^ nails, 
till he had recovered his right f a vow which 
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he kept di»mg theMmaiiMler of tifeiKf^Vaud 
died m his dift. They caUjsd him Black 
Johfi, and he was the terrbrof •ok&iklrdti. 

At Banting£(ur(i>ia & manaion built about 
two kiemtam^kgoyof which . they say that 
when- the house was built the staircase was 
forgotten ; a common story this of all those 
old houses which have the winding turret 
staircase : something more remarkable is^ 
that it has a room to which there is no en- 
trance. Bf Ware we saw the New River : 
a canal which begins there and 8U{^lies 
great pact of Xjondon with water^— suj£ci* 
ently filthy it must needs be^ for it is open 
the whole way^ and as it approaches the 
suburbs is the common bathing-place of 
the rabble, — ^yet the Londoners are perfect- 
ly contented with it ! We passed through 
Cheshunt, a village memorable as being the 
place where Richard Cromwell lived in 
peace and privacy to a good old age^ and 
died* as he had lived^-^ haf^ier man than 

* The tomb of Ricbard Cromwell is at Hursley, 
near WiiidieBter.^TE. 
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his moreiUcMitrious father. Here also was 
the favourite paUce of James L ; it has 
been demolished ; bat a moss walk under 
a loldg avenue of elmti, a part of his gar- 
dens, is still preserved. Near this is a 
cross at Waltham, one of those which Ed- 
ward I. erected at every place where the 
body of his excellent queen halted on the 
way to its burial. It is a beautiful monu- 
ment of pious antiquity, though mutila- 
ted and otherwise defaced by time. Nor 
thing else worthy of notice occurred pa 
the jroad, which lay through the province 
of Hertfordshire. The country, though 
tame, IS J^autifiil; far. mo^re so (haq any 
which we had seen since our departure 
from the land of Lakes. 

Widely different were the feelings with 
which I arrived at J— — 's door from what 
they bad been that evening when it was 
first opened to me. Then I came as a 
stranger ; now I was returning a^ if to my 
own house. My reception, indeed, could 
hardly have been more affectioqate in my 
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own family. J—— and his wife welcomed 
me like a brother, Harriet climbed my 
knee^ aad John danced about the room for 
joy that Senor Maoael was come home 
again. 
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Middksex Election. — Nottingham Electim. 
— Seat$ in Parliament ham obtamed."^ 
Modes of Bribery. — AyMjwry. — Ikhn^ 
ter.^^Contested Elections, — Marriages at 
Bristol— Want of Talent in the EngHsh 
Government accounted for* 

During my travels I have missed the 
sight of a popular election. That for Mid- 
dlesex has been carried on with micoinmon 
asperity ; it is the only instance wherein 
the ministry have exerted their inflaence ; 
for^ contrary to the custom of all their pre- 
decessors^ they have fairly trusted them- 
selves to the opinion of the people. Here^ 
however^ they have taken apart^-*and here 
they have been beaten, because they stood 
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upon the very wont gKMind wbiek they 
could possibly have chosen^ . 

The English have a law called the habeim 
corpus, which they regard> with good rea* 
SOD, as th^ main pillar of their freedom. 
By this law it is the right of every person 
who is arrested upon a criminal charge^ to 
be tried at the first sessions after his arrest ; 
so that, while this law continues in force, 
no person can be wrongfiilly detained in 
prison^ but his guilt or innocence must be 
fairly proved. It was thought expedient to 
suspend this statute during the late revo- 
lutionary-ferment. The place chosen for 
the suspected persons wa& a prison in the 
immediate suburb of the metrop<dis; being 
one of the new buildings upon the fashion- 
able plan. Complaints were made by the 
prisoners of cruel usage^ and Sir Francis 
Burdett^ a young man who has warmly 
espoused the popular party^ brought the 
business forward in parliament. A wise 
minister would have listened to the com- 
plaint^ examined into it^ and redressed the 
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grievance^ even ostentaiioasly ; for the oIh 
ject of goyerameot being to secure these 
men, and it being also notorious that there 
was no legal proof of guilt against them, 
as if there had they would have been 
brought to trial, all rigour not absolutely, 
necessary for the purposes of confinement, 
appeared like a determination to punish 
them. in. every way they could, and con- 
sequently as an act of l^bitrary and cruel 
power. But pride and obstinacy are the 
predominant parts of Mr Pitt's character ; 
right or wrong he never yields ; and he now 
chose to show his power by protecting the 
gaoler in defiance of public opinion. Re- 
peated complaints were made ; and it was 
affirmed upon oath that a Colonel Despard^ 
one of these prisoners, had been confined 
there in a cell without windows, and with- 
out fire, till his feet were ulcered with 
the frost. At. length a deputation was 
named to inspect the prison : — it consisted 
chiefly of persons disposed to see eveiy 
thing with favourable eyes ; and, as you 
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may well suppose^ the prison was prepared 
for their visitatioa. Whea they came into 
the cell where a sailor was confined who 
bad been concerned in the great mutiny, 
one of the deputies noticed a bird which 
hopped about him, and said how tame it 
was. '^ Aye, sir,'^ said the man, '* this place 
' will tame any thing !" and though a hardy. 
English sailor, he burst into tears. The 
report was in favour of the prison. Com« 
plaints, however^ were still continued. The 
place acquired the name of the Bastille ; 
and merely. upon the ground of having 
raised his voice in parliament against this 
new species of punishment. Sir Francis 
Burdett has become the most popular man 
in England. He offered himself as can* 
didate for Middlesex. The ministry acted 
unwisely in opposing him ; and still more 
unwisely ia supporting against him a man 
who had no other possible claim to their 
support, than that he was implicated in 
the charges against the management of the 
prison, because he was one of the magis« 
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irates whose duty it wa$ to inspect it^ and- 
h^ had. given it his fall approbation.. By 
tiiis impolicy they made the question of 
the Middlesex election ta^bethis^-'^^whfi* 
ther this system of impri^KNUttentiffras ap> 
proved of by the people bt liot; andthef 
answer has been most nndaiiaUy given 
against them. 

Blecttoneering, as they call it, is a game 
at winch every kind of deceit seems to be 
considered lawfiiL On these occasions^ 
men, who at other times regard itas a.duty 
to spei^' truth, and think their honour imp 
plicated in their wordj^ scrapie not at as- 
serting the grossest and most impudent 
falsehoods, if thereby they can obtain a 
mom^Eitary advantage over the hostile 
patty. A striking instance of this hals oc- 
curred with respect to the election for l^ot*-^ 
tingham, a condderable town in the mid** 
die of England, where the contest has been 
violent, because party-spirit has dways 
been carried to a high degree there. Some 
years ago the mob ducked those who were 
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most obnoxious lothdm, and killied some 
of fthem ia th6 operation. Thk was not 
Icurgotken. The opposite party had the 
aacendancy tiow, and those who wen no^ 
ted as havtfg been active in tUs pia&age- 
out cruelty irare flevenyj' handled. In such 
cases of ^sBmmaiy juaticc; ithe inaqeent^ure 
liable to 6a€er with 4^e<'-gQilty/ and the 
iabble» when they had got the power» abn* 
sed it;. 'WhoeTerToled for the obtiozious 
candidate hadi the skirts of his coat cut off, 
and it was weH vf he escaped^ without 
further injury, itnii^t bai!re>been thought 
thait" the pteio ^atatement . of these facts 
would' have sufficed.^to.showthat the elee- 
tion^wias' not a fair one ; but instead df be- 
ing satisfied with a '^in tale; a gentleman 
oome&forvrauMi as the advocate of the un* 
SQccessftil par^y accusesall the otherpar^ 
of themast violent jacobinism^ and asserts 
thilt at the triumph of the winning oandi* 
date the' tree of liberty was carried before 
him, and that a naked woman walked in 
the prodession as the vGoddess of ReascHi. 
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The history of the tree is^ that as the can- 
didate's name happened to.be Birch, a 
birch bough was borne in his honour : the 
other falsehood is so appar^ist that no pep- 
son supposes this writer can possiUy be^ 
lieve it himself. It is a piou» fraud to an^ 
ftwer a party purpose, and on. such occa^ 
sions no frauds> pious or impious, are 
scrupled* 

Any thing like election, in the plain sense 
of the word, is unknown in England^ 
Members are never chosen for parliament 
as deputies were for a Cortes, because they 
are the fittest persons to^be deputed. Some 
seats are private property;-— that is, the 
right of voting belongs to a few houses 
holders, sometimes not more than half a 
dozen,, and of course these votes are com* 
manded by the owner of the estate. The 
fewer they are, the more easily they are 
mauaged. Great part of a borough^^in the 
west of England was consumed some 
years ietgo by fire, and the lord of the ma* 
not would not suffer the houses to be re^ 
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|»ailt for this reason. If such an estate be 
to be sold^ it is pablicly advertised as car- 
lying with it the power of returning two 
members ; sometimes that power is veiled 
under the modest phrase of a valuable ap^ 
pendage to the estate^ or the desirabk pri» 
i^ikge of nominating to seats in a certain 
oMsembly. Government hold many of 
these boroughs^ and individuals buy in at 
others. The price is as well known as the 
value of land^ or of stocky and it is not 
uncommon to see a seat in a certain house 
advertised for in the public newspapers* 
In this manner are a mayority of the m^m 
hers returned. You will see then that the 
house of commons must necessarily be a 
manageable body. This is as it should 
be ;* the people have all the. forms of free- 
dom^ and the crown governs them while 
they believe they govern themselves. Bur- 

* Spaniard ! But is he wishing to recommend a 
Cortes, by insinuating that it would strengthen the 
pow^r of the crown ?—Tr* 
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leigli foresaw tfais^ and said thai; to govern 
through a parliament was the securest me* 
thod of exercising, power. 

In other places^ where the number of 
voters is something greater^ so as ta be too 
many for this kind of quiet and. absolute 
control/ the business is more difficult, and 
sometimes more expensive. The capdidate 
then, instead of paying a. settled sum to 
the lord of the borough, must deal indi* 
vidually with the constituents, who sell 
themselves to the highest bidder. Re- 
member that an oath against bribery is 
required ! A. common mode of evading 
the letter of *^ oath is to lay a wager. 
** I will bet so much," says the agent of 
the candidate, ^^ that you do not vote for 
us.'' " Done,*' says the voter fireeman, — 
goes to the hustings, gives his vMce, and 
returns to receive the money, not as the 
price of his suffrage, but as the bet which 
"he has won. As all this is in direct vlo- 
lation of law, though both. parties use the 
same means, the losing oUe never scruples 



to accuse hk ^lacceasf ml opponeat of bri- 
beiy^ if he thinkfi he can establish' the 
ehaige ; andlbiM tiae mystery of iniquity 
is brought to ligbti- It is said that at 
Aylesbury a* puach^bowl foM of guineas 
stood upon- the table in the codunittee- 
room> and the voters- were helped out of 
it< The price ofi.Totes varies according 
to their number^* In ^m^ places it is as 
low as forty shillings^ in others^ at Ilches- 
ter for instance^it iatdiirty pounds. ^^ Thirty 
pounds/' said the apothecary of the plfice 
on his examinationv *^ is the price of an 
Ilchester toter/^ When he was asked how 
he came to know the sum so accurately^ 
be replied^ thai be attended the families 
of theyotera professionally^ and his bills 
were paid at election times with the money. 
A set of such constituents once waited 
upon the member wfamn they had chosen^ 
to request tbat he would vote against the 
minister. ^' D— mn you i-' was his answer : 
^' What ! have I npt bought you ? And do 
you think I wiU not sell you ? " 
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It is only in large cities that any trial of 
public opinion is made^^ — for in the coun- 
ties the contest^ if any there be^ lies between 
the great families^ and a sort of hereditary 
influence is maintained^ which is perhaps 
unobjectionable. But in ktrge cities public 
opinion and faction have their full scope. 
Every resource of violence and of cunning 
is here brought into play. A great pro- 
portion of the inferior voters are necessa- 
rily under the absolute control of their 
employers; but there are always many who 
are to be influenced by weighty arguments 
applied to the palm of the hand ; and th^ 
struggle for these^ when the parties happen 
to be well balanced^ leads- to a thousand 
devices. The moment one party can lay 
hold on a voter of this description^ they 
endeavour to keep him constantly drunk 
till the time of election, and never to lose 
sight of him. If the others can catch him^ 
and overbid them, they, on their part, are 
afraid of a rescue, carry their prize out of 
town, and coop him in some bam ox out«» 
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bouse, where they stuff him day and pight 
with meat and drink till they bring him up 
to the place of pollings* oftentimes so in- 
toxicated that the fellow must be led be* 
tween two others, one to hold him up as 
he gives his voice, while the other shows 
him a card in the palm of his hand, with 
the name of the candidate written in larg6 
letters, lest he should forget for whom he 
is to vote« 

. The qualification for voting differs at 
different places. At Bristol a freeman's 
daughter conveys it by marriage. Women 
enter into the heat of party even more 
eagerly than men, and, when the mob is 
more than usually mischievous, are sure to 
be at the head of it. In one election for 
that city, which was violently disputed, it 
was common for the same woman to many 
several men. The mode . of divorce was, 
that as soon as the ceremony was over, and 
the parties came out of church, they went 
into the church-yard, and shaking hands 
over a grave, cried, ^' Now death us do 
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part ;^'— away then went tbe' man to vote 
witb bis new quidification^ and tbe woman 
to qualify another husband at another 
church. 

Such tricks are well understood^ and 
practised by all parties : but if an appeal 
be made against a retam aa having beca 
thus obtained by illegal means^ the cause 
is tried in the house* d commons^ and 
these are perhaps the only subjects whidi 
are decided there with strict impartiality. 
Bribery is punished in him who gives^ bf 
the loss of his seat^ and he may be prose* 
cuted for heavy fines: he who receives^ 
falls under the penal ]aw«--tbe-heaviest pa* 
nishment ought to fall upon the tempter; 
and as government in England is made a 
trade^ it seems hard that^the poor should 
not get something by it once in seven 
years, when they are to paysojnuch for it 
all the rest of the time. 

** A committee chosen from the house of com'- 
mons."— Tju 
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These abases are not necessarily inhe- 
rent in the nature of popular election; 
they would effectoally be precluded by the 
use of the ballot. The popular party call 
loudly for reform, but they are divided 
among themselves as to what reform they 
would have ; and the .aristocracy of the 
country, as they have every thing in their 
own hands, will never consent to any 
which would destroy their own influence. 

One evil consequence results from this 
mode of representation, which affects the 
rulers as well as the people. The house 
of commons has not, and cannot have, its 
proportion of; talents: its members are 
wholly chosen . from among persons of 
great fortune* The more limited the num- 
ber out of which they axe chosen, the less 
must be the. chance of finding able men : 
there is, therefore, a natural unfitnesa in 
having a legislative body composed wholly 
of the rich. It is known both at schools 
and at universities, that the students of 
the privileged classes are generally remiss 
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in their studies^ and inferior in information 
for that reason to their contemporaries ;—> 
there is^ therefore^ less chance of finding 
a due proportion of knowledge among 
them. Being rich^ and associating wholly 
with the rich^ they have no knowledge 
of the real state of the great body for 
whom they are to legislate^ and little sym- 
pathy for distresses which they have never 
felt: a legislature composed wholly of the 
irich^ is therefore liable to lay the public 
burthens oppressif'ely upon the inferior 
ranks. 

There are two ways in which men of 
talents, who are not men of fortune, find 
Uieir way into parliament. The minister 
sometimes picks out a few promising 
plants from the university, and forces 
them in his hot^bed. They are chosen so 
young that they cannot by any possibility 
have acquired information to fit them for 
their situations ; they are so flattered by 
the choice that they are puffed up with 
conceit, and so fettered by it that they 
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most be at the beck of their patron* The 
other method is by way of the law. Bot 
men who make their way up by kgal prac* 
tice^ leam^ in the course of that practice^ 
to disregard right and wrong, and to con* 
ftider themselves entirely as pleaders on the 
one side. They continue to be pleaders 
and partisans in tlie legislaturei and never 
become statesmen. 

From these causes it is, tfa^t^ while the 
E0glish people are held in admiration by 
all the world> the English government is 
regarded in so very different a light; and 
hence it is, that the councils of England 
have been directed by such a succession 
of weak ministers, and marked by such a 
series of political errors. An absolute mo* 
narch looks for talents wberever they are 
to be found, and the French negotiators 
have always recovered whatever the Eng- 
lish £eets have woo. 

Long peace is not more unfavourable to 
the skill of an army, than l<Hig security 
to the wisdom of a govemmenU In times 
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of internal coauBOtion^ aU stirring spariti 
come forward ; the whole inteUeet of s 
nation is called forth ; good mco laciifice 
the comforts of a wise privacy to serve 
their coantrj ; bad men press on to ad* 
Tance themselves ; the good fall * aacrifioe^ 
and the government is resigned iato the 
hands of able viDaius. When^ on the coo* 
traiy^ every thing has long been safe^ as is 
the case in«|England^ politics become an 
establiflbed txade ; to which a certain cast 
are regnkrly bom And bred. They are bred 
to it as others are to the novy^ to the li^w^ 
or to the churdi ; with this wide differ* 
ence^ thsit no predisposing aptitude of tai* 
lents has heeh consulted^ and no stody of 
the profession is required. It is fine wea« 
ther ; lihe riiip is heavy laden ; i^e has a 
doable and treble allowance of officers and 
0upcrn»mer8rie8/-<-men enough on boards 
but no seamen ; still it is fine weather, 
and as long as it conttoues so the ship 
satis smoothly^ and every thing goes on as 
well as if Christopher Columbus hinwdf 
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had the command. Changes are made in 
' the equipage ; the doctor and the pilot take 
each othei^s places ; the gunner is made 
cooky and the cook gunner ; it may hap- 
pen^ indeed^ that he may charge the guns 
with peas^ and shot them with potatoes^^— 
what matters it while there is no enemy at 
handf 
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FaMhum.^^Total Chmigt in the Ef^liA Co§^ 
tume» — Leathern Breeches* —* SAocs.-— 
Booiu-^Incentors of new Fashions* — Co^ 
lours. — Femak FaMons.^'^Tight lacing* 
•— Hair-dressif^.^^ Hoops. — Bustlers.-^ 
Musi^.f'^Merty'Thoughts and Pads. 



Thb caprice of fashion in this country 
would appear incredible to you^ if you did 
not know me too well to suspect me either 
of invention or exaggeration. Every part 
of the dress^ from head to foot^ undergoes 
such frequent changes^ that the English 
costume is at present as totally imlike what 
it was thirty years ago^ as it is to the Gre<« 
cian or Turkish habit. These people have 
always been thus capricious. Above two 
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centuries ago a satirist here painted one of 
his countrymen standing naked, with a 
pair of shears in one hand^ and a piece of 
doth in the otberj saying 

I am an Englishman, and naked I stand here^ 
Musing in my mind what raiment I shall wear^ 
!For now I will wear thi8» and now I will wiar 

that. 
And now I will wear I cannot tell what, 

- When J. was a school-boy every body 
wore leathehi breeches^ which were made 
10 tight that it was a good half*houT^s work 
to get them on the first time. The maker 
was obliged to assist at this operation : — 
observe^ this personage is not called a tai- 
lor^' but a maker of breeches^ — tailors are 
considered as an inferior classj and never 
meddle with leather. When a gentleman 
was in labour of a new pair of leathern 
breeches^ all his strength was required to 
force himself into them^ and all the as- 
sbtant-operators to draw them on : when 
it was nearly accomplished^ the maker 
jmt his hands between the patients legs^ 
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dosed theiDj and bade bim sit on tbcmlike 
a s^ddle^^ and kick out one leg at artuMf 
m if Bwinuni^g. Tbey could not be bnfr-T 
toned without the help of ao instninieiit*^ 
^ Of course tbey fitted like another skii^; 
but woe to bim who was caught ia the 
Htt& IB thea i-— 4t was like plucking a akki 
off to get out of them. 

The shoes — ^I am not going back beyond 
a score of y^arain any of these i^taaice»-— 
wtte nwde %o a poiat in owr muiataval 
laeihod; they were tbw romidedi^ theft, 
s^oared^ lastly made right and left liki» 
g^yes to fit the feet. At one tifiie tba 
wwtcoat was so long as ta make the 
wearer seem all body } at aoolher time so 
short that he was all limbsk The akirts of 
the coat were now cut away so aa ahnost to 
leaive all behind bare as a baboon^ and now. 
bf ought /<xward to meet of er the thigh 
like apettieoat. Now the cape was laid flat 
upM the shoidddrsy now itstood ap straight 
and stiff like an implement of torburen 
apw waa roa^ded off like a caUe. Tar^ 
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mmAj the half-boot was laced: the finit 
isttpfoVement was to draw it on like a 
whole-boot ; it waa then discoteied dial 
m band at the back was better than a seaia^ 
and that a silken tassel in front wo«ld be 
Ughfy ornamental, and no doubt of essen* 
tial use* By this time the hatf^boot was 
grown to the size of the whole one. The 
Aostrians, as they were called, yielded to 
the Hessians, which, lianng the seams oql 
each side instead of down the back, were 
pMse expensive, and therefore more fa- 
shionable. Then came an invention for 
wrinkling the leather upon the instep into 
ronnd folds, which were of singular ntiMty 
in retaining the dirt and baffling the shoe** 
black. At length a superior genius having 
arisen among boot-makers, the wheel went 
completely round, and at Uiis present 
time every body must be seen in a pair of 
whole-boots of this great man's making. 

'^ Almost all new fashions offend me," 
says Feyjoo, '' except those which either 
curcttmscribe expense, or add to decencf**[ 
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— I am afraid that those reasons are prae^ 
tically reversed in England^ and that hr 
shions are followed with avidity in propor*. 
tion as they are extravagant and indecorous 
«^to use the lightest term. The most ab- 
surd mode which I have yet heard of was 
that of oiling the coat and cold-pressing 
it; this gave it a high gloss^ but every 
particle of dust adhered to it^ and after it 
bad been twice or thrice worn it was unfit 
to be seen. This foUy^ which is but of 
very late date^ was too extravagant to last^' 
and never I believe extended into the 
country. I asked my tailor one day^ who 
is a sensible man in his way^ who invent- 
ed the fashions, '« Why, sir/' said he, '' I 
believe it is the young gentlemen who walk 
in Bond«street. They come to me, and 
give me orders for a new cut> and perhaps 
it takes, and perhaps it does not. It is all 
fancy, you know, sir." This street serves 
as a Prado or Alameda for all the fops of 
rank, and happy is he who gets the start in 
a new m% i in tUe fall of ^ cape^ the sb^po 
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of a sleeve^ or the pattern of a button. 
This emulation produces many abortive 
attempts^ and it is amusing to see the 
innovations which are daily hazarded 
without ever attaining to the dignity of a 
fashion. 

Colour^ as well as shape^ is an affur of 
fashionable legislation. Language is no* 
where so imperfect as in defining colours ; 
but if philosophical language be deficient 
bere^ the creative genius of fashion is never 
at a loss for terms. What think you of 
the Emperor^s eye^ of the Mud of Paris^ 
and Le sotqnr itouffe, — ^the Sigh supprest? 
These I presume were exotic flowers of 
phraseology^ imported for the use of the 
ladies ; it is however of as much importance 
to man as to woman^ that he should ap- 
pear in the prevailing colour. My tailor 
tells me I must have pantaloons of a red* 
dish castj ''All on the reds now^ sir!" 
and reddish accordingly they are^ In due 
conformity to his prescription. It is even 
regulated whether the coat shall be worn 
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opeft 1^ bmioaed^ aad if biiUoMcl^ wbe 
iher by one buitoii or two^ aad by whiehi 
Som«tim«(i a ca^e i» to be cariied .itt^the 
hand, someioiies a obih, «oiiietiitte$ a conn 
inon urig ; at praH»l the sKire defof mcd 
and crooked in its growth the better* At 
0ae time every man walked the streets with 
his hands in his .coat pocket* The letiglh 
of the neck-baodkercbief^ the shape^ the 
mode of tying it^ must all be in the mode* 
There is a professor in the fiByEnous Bowd* 
slreet> who^ in lesions at half-a^inea^ 
instructs gentlemen in the art of tymg 
their neck^iandkercbiefs in the newest 
and most approved style. 

The women have been more extravagant 
than the men;—- to be more foofish was 
impossible* Twenty years ago the smaller 
the waist the more beautiful it was esteesfr* 
ed. To be shaped like a wasp was there* 
fore tl>e object of female ambition ; and 
so tight did they lace themselves^ or rather 
go tightly were they laced, for it required 
assistant strength to fasten their gtrthsj 



tbit WDxneii hove fi«qiicntly ttiMeA firom 
flbe ptemme, and some actually peti§bed 
hjr this moMttouft kind of ftoicidd. About 
die fame time they all wore powder } the 
hair at the sides was stack out in stiff curls^ 
Jdff rolls, tier above tier, fastened with long 
double hladk pins ; behifid it was matted 
with pomatum into one Inroad flat mass, 
which was doubled back and pinned upon 
a cushion^ agMust which the tottpee was 
fnaed up, and the whole frosted over 
with powder^ white^ brown, pink> or ye!« 
few. This was the golden age of hair- 
dressers^ the ladies were couopletely de- 
pendent upon them, and obliged to wait, 
patiently or impatiently, for their turn. 
On important occasions, when very many 
were to be droit for the same spectacle, 
it was not unusual to submit to the ope» 
lUtion over night, and sit up all night in 
consequence, — for to have lain down 
would have disordered the whole furniture 
of the upper story. The great hoop^ 
which is now confined to the court, w^9 
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then conimonly worn in private partieii. 
Besides this there were protuberances on 
the hips called bustlers^ another behind 
which was called in plain language a rumpj 
and a meriy-thought of wire on the breast 
to puff out the handkerchief like a pouting 
pigeon. Women were obliged to sip their 
tea with the comer of their mouths^ and 
to eat sideways. A yet more extraordinary 
costume succeeded^ that of pads in fronts 
to *iniitate what it must have been origi« 
nally invented to conceal. 
. All these fashions went like th^ French 
monarchy^ and about the same time ; but 
when the ladies began to strip themsdves^ 
they did not know where to stop. 

And these follies travel where the science 
and literature and domestic improvements 
of the English^ never reach ! Well does 
Anguillesi say in his address to Fashion : 

Non perchd libera e industre 
Grande ^ in pace ^ grande in guemii 
Qr tra noi si chiara e iHustre 
]S Ja triplipe Ipghilterra; 
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Nott perchib dd stto Newtono 
Vk qiid suol fi»tMo e lieto^ 
£ del Grande per cui sooo 
Nomi etemi Otello e Amleto ; 

Ma percfa^ ti naoque id^ 
D' abbigliarti a foggia ioglese, 
Oggidiy poBsente Dea, 
Paria ogaup di quel pa^se. 

Quindi in bella emulassione 
Quai MjfhrdYestk no! vedi* 
E I'italiche matrone 
Gome Fan^cfae Myledi. 

Not becauae she is free«nd indu8triou8» great in 
peace and great in war, is triple England now so dear 
and 80 illustrious among us ; not because that land 
ploudly rejoices in her Newton, and in that great 
one by ytbom Othello and Hamlet are become' lm« 
mortal names. Sut because it has pleased thee, O 
powerful goddess, to attire thyself after the EngUsh 
mode,— -every one speaks of that country. Hence 
it is that in fine emulation we are seen to dress lil^e 
My-lord, and Italian matrons lil^e the Eaglish My^* 
kdy.— Tjr. 
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Lady Wcrtley Montagues Remark upon Cre* 
duUiy.'^Stperstitiom of the EngHsh re* 
specth^ the Cure of Diseaees»--^Sickne» 
and HeaUt^ connected with SuperstUion. 
'-^Wcskffi Primitive Pkync — Quacks.-^ 
Dr Graham. — Tractors. — Magnetic Gir* 
dki^^QuoZf-^Quack Medicines. 

XjAJ>y Maiy Wortley Montago^ the best 
letteiHwriter of this or of asy other coim^ 
try, has accounted for the extraordinary 
facility with which her countrymen are 
duped by, the most ignorant quacks^ very 
truly and very ingeniously. '^ The £og« 
lish/' she says^ '^ are more easily infatu- 
ated than any other people by the hope of 
a panacea^ nor is there any other country 
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in the world where such great fortimea are 
made hy phyneiaM* I attribute this ta 
the fboliah ciedoUiy of Humkind. As we 
no lODger trust in miracles and relict^ we 
run as eagerly after receipts and doctcm^ 
and the money which was given three 
centuries ago for the health of the sonl, is 
now given for the health of the body> by 
the same sort of people^ women and half«^ 
witted men* Quacks are despised in 
countries where they hare shrines and 
images.'' 

How much to be lamented is the per« 
version of a mind like ben, which, haA it 
not been heretical^ would have been so 
truly excellent f She pctcetves the truth ; 
hut having been nursed up in a false reli- 
gion^ and afterwards associated with per* 
sons who had none, she does not perceive 
the whole troths and confounds light and 
darkness. The foolish credulity of man- 
kind ! — To be witlxout faith and hope is 
as unnatdral a sUte for the heairt as to be 
without affections. M^n is a credulous 
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aiiitmal; perhiaps he haa never yet been 
defined by a characteristic which move 
peeuliarly and ezclasively designates him^ 
certainly nev^r by a nobler one ; for faith 
and hope are wbat the heretics mean by 
crednlity. The fact is> tfs she stales it. 
Infidelity and heresy cannot destroy %he 
nature of man^ hnt they pervert it ; they 
deprive him of his trust in 6od^ and he 
puts it ill man; th^ take away the staff 
of his sui^rt, and he leans iip<m a broken 
reed. 

' In the worst sufierings and the most im* 
mittent peril a true catholic never needs 
despair ; such is the power of the saints, 
and the infinite mercy of God and the 
most holy Mary : but the heretics in such 
eases have only to despair and die* They 
have no saint to look to for every parti« 
eular disease^ no faith in relics to make 
them whcde. If a piece of the true cross 
were brought to. a dying Englishman, 
though its efficacy had been proved by a 
thousand miracles, he would reject it evea 
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at the last gasp ; such is the pride^and ob* 
stinacy of heresy^ and so completely does 
it harden the heart. 

There are a tboasand facts to verify the 
remark of Lady Wortley. The boasted 
knowledge of England has not sunk deep ; 
it is like the golden surface of a lackered 
watch^ which covers^ and but barely co« 
vers^ the base metal* The great mass of 
the people are as ignorant^ and as well 
contented with their ignorance^ as any the 
most illiterate nation in Europe : and even 
among those who might be expected to 
know better^ it is astonishing how slowly 
infoimation mltkes way to any practical 
utility. In domestic medicine for in- 
stance ; — a defluxion is here called a cold, 
and therefore for its name's sake must be 
expelled by heat. Oil is employed to 
soften a hard cough^ and lemon juice to 
cut it ; because in English sourness is 
synonymous with sharpness, and what is 
^arp oittst need9 cut. B|it it is of 8uper«» 
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BlitioD tibat I am to speak^ aad perverted 
ereduliiy. 

The abracadabra of the old heretics wai 
lately in use as a charm, for the agiie> and 
probably atili i$ where the agae ia to be 
Ibund, for that disease has almost wholly 
disappeared within the last generatioil. 
For warts there are manifold diarms* The 
person who wishes to be rid of them takes 
a stick, and cats a notch in it for every 
wartj and buries it, and as it rots the warts 
are to decay. Or he steals a piece of beef 
and rubs over them^ and buries it in like 
manner. Orstealing dry peas or beans, and 
wrapping them up, one for each wart, he 
carries the parcel to a place where four 
roads meet, and tosses it over his bead^ 
not looking bdiind to see where it falls; 
he wiUlose the warts, and whoever picks 
it up will have them. But there are gifted 
old women who have only to slip a thread 
over these excrescencies, or tooch them 
with their saliva, and they dry away* 



CAU8B8 OW QVACXBRT. SSS 

It U a tnitb^ that we have but too many 
inch flop^stitioiis foUieii; wilkm, kowe?^^ 
there is «lwaj$ aoiae mrxtiire 6f devotion 
in thcni^ aod the enot, tfaoi^ it be aa 
errof^ and as suek deteivedljr dhoooiaged^ 
is at kast pious* He wlio psaiiBs a sick 
maxk, Qg £Aiicies that the oil from kis 
saiiit'a lamp will heal hijii of all kis com* 
plaitilSj ens on the safeikle^ i|eie nooe 
of these palliations are to be fenod; Ike 
practices, have not nwrely no refti ence tn 
rtiiigion> but have ereoi the charaeten of 
wildicraft* The niatenals for the charm 
must be stolen to render them eficacioosy 
secrecy is enjoined^ and it k supposed 
that the evil is only to be got rid of by 
transferring it to another. In Catholic 
conntries the confessor coDunaoMls the 
thief to make re8titiition/-*-liere the person 
who has been robbed repurs to a witch or 
wizard to recover the loss, or learn who 
the criminal is^ hjk meaoa of a fsmiliar- 
spiritl A Cunning-Man, or a Coming* 
Woman, as they are termed, is to be 
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found near every town^ and though the 
lawi are occasionally put in force against 
thenif still it is a gainfol trade. This it is 
to deprive credulity of its proper food. 

None suffer so severely from this as 
they who are labouring under dlseasies; 
if money is to be gotten^ such is the spi- 
rit of trade^ neither the dying nor the 
dead are spared^ and quackeiy is earned to 
greater perfection of villainy here than in 
any other part of the world. Sickness 
humbles the pride of man ; it forces upoa 
him a sense of his own weakness, and 
teaches him to feel his dependence upon 
unseen Powers: that therelbre which 
makes wise men devout, makes the igno* 
rant superstitious. Among savages the 
physician and the conjurer are always the 
same. The operations of siekness and 
of healing are alike mysterious, and hence 
arises the predilection of many enthusiasts 
for quackeiy, and the^ostentation which 
all quacks make of religion, or of some 
«xtraordina|-y power in themselvef • The 
9 



favodrite assertion formerly in alt coun* 
taries was, that of an innate gift as a 
seventh sou, I know not oil what sn- 
perstition founded, and of course aug- 
mented sev^i fold in due proportion> if 
.the father had been a seventh son also, ot 
even the mother a seventh daughter^ for in 
this case there is no Salic law. Another has 
claimed the same privilege because he was 
bom deaf and dumb, as if nature had thus 
indemnified him for the faculties of which 
lie was deprived. The kings of England 
long since the schism, though the prac*> 
tice is now disused, have touched for the 
evil, and . used to. appoint a day in the 
.Gazette for publicly doing it. Where 
•ibis divine property has not been ascribed 
to the physician it has been imputed to 
the medicine^ The most notorious of 
these worthies who flourishes. at present 
calls his composition the Cordial Balm of 
.Gilead, and prefaces every advertisement 
with a text from Jeremiah, " Is there no 
Balm in GileadJ is there no physician 
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ihefe i why thea it not the healdi of the 
daughter of my peo(de recoTO^ed J'^^^Thtt 
the ArahB attribute the Yirtne of their bite 
to the blood .<^ those who were^ slaia «dt 
Beder. We tee among onnrives Imt too 
fliany scandalooA proob of this wealcnes8« 
A Cistercian hiatoviaa assures ns that he 
was cured of an obstinate ilhiess by taking 
afiili of the earth of the pit m which Go^ 
made Adam : and at this day the rinsings 
of the cup ate eagerly sought after by the 
flick^ notwithstanding the pvohibkion of 
t]Ms church. 

Perhaps we are indebted to the Jews for 
the mlgar feeling of the dttine origin cf 
the healing art. They will hMve it tfaait 
Adam had an intiiitrre knowledge of medi* 
«ine^ and that Solomon's Bode of Trees* 
and H^rbs was written by inspiration. The. 
fomider of the Quakes was in danger oif 
taking to the practice of physic fiom a si-' 
milar notion. He fancied that he was in 
the same state as Adam bdfore thefall^ and 
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that the nature and Tirtues of all tbingi 
weieopened to him, and hs was at a standi 
as he says, whether be shndd practise phy* 
sic for the good of maakiad* 

Wesley went beyond hhn, and puUiirtied 
what be called Primitive Physic, fancying 
himself chosen to restore medicine as wdl 
asreligiony and to prescribe both for body 
and soul, like St Luke. The greater n«im- 
ber of his remedies are old women's re- 
ceipts, neither good nor iH ; bnt others are 
of a more despemte nature. For a cold in 
the head he directs yon to pare an orange 
Very thin, iM it np inside oat, and put a 
plog in eaeh tiostril; for the wind colic, 
to eat parched peas ; for die goat, to apply 
a raw beefsteak to the part affected ; fot 
raving madness, to set the patient with his 
bead under a ^reat waterfall as Imig as his 
strength will bear it; and for asthma and 
hypochondriasis, to take an ontiee of qnick*' 
{silver every morning ! If all his prescrip- 
tions had been like this last, his book 
tnight have been entitled, afler the fevoar- 
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ite form of the English, Every Man his own 
Poisoner. In general they are sufficiaitly 
innocent; which is fortunate^ for I have 
selected these iilstances from the twenty-^ 
first edition of his work^ and no doubt 
the purchasers place in it implicit con- 
fidence. 

Any scientific discovery is immediately 
seized by some of the numerous adventurers 
in this countiy^ who prey upon the follies 
and the miseries of their fellow-creatures. 
The most eminent quack of the last genera- 
tion was a Doctor Graham^ who tampered 
with electricity in a manner too infamous to 
bejeported^ and for which he ought to have 
received the most exemplaiy public punish- 
ment. This man was half mad^ and his mad- 
ness at last, contrary to the usual process, 
got the better of his knavery. His latest 
method of practice was something violent ; 
it was to bury his patients up to the chin in 
fresh mould. J. saw half a score of them 
exhibited in this manner for a shilling : — a 
part of the exhibition was to see them per« 
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<o |iro¥e tlMOiiwfaen tbeyiro8$!f topi ;fche grwe 
%hej wttve as dffsitosffimg m <ibe ffme itiHf If- 
The operation imkid-fow hours : tb^y suf- 
fered^ ai might be seen in their counte- 
nances^ intensely from cqIcT fpr the first 
two^ during the ^tfaird tbey gresr war<n^ri 
and ID the last perspir^ed fSQ^^ly, so t]p#t 
when tbey were -taioen out i^e iifmld jQeek> 
ed like a new dunghills Sldjor^ jau^ jifu^ Ap 
tfaam practised thai joaode of eurie tnuppei^ 
fully for .the actHryy. Tke dpcjboir .us^ 
sometintes to iise iburimd ibiipi^lf iof th^ 
sdoeiof keepifig jiia |)atients coyip^^y : m^ 
'day> vben be was in Abi^ qojiPiditiop^ ,^ 
farmer eBq[ilifd a wpLt^rin^ppt up^p }^ 
head to make^him^roiir. WJben J. sa^ hjm 
he was sitting i^; to -^ n^cktin 9 bal^ of 
waim ^mudt wil^ \m hatr po^^^ and in 
fuU. dress. As be wi« h^anguipg upon the 
excellent state of heaUb wbi^b he enjoyed 
fiE<un the fdraoticeof .^rtb^bftthing^ as be 
called it^ J.^iyiked^hini/JVl^by then^ if there 
was nothing ! the natfenriWAtb himi jhe sate 

VOL. II* o 
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ici the mud? ITh'e question puzzled faim.*-^ 
Why, he said,— why— it was—^it was — ^it 
was to show people that it did no harm, — 
that it was quite innocent, — that it was 
yery agreeahle ; and then brightening hi» 
countenance with a smile at the happiness 
of the thought, he added> '' It gives me, 
sir, a skin as soft as the feathers of Tenus' 
dove." This man lived upon' vegetables^ 
and de'lighted in declaiming against the 
nn of being carnivorous, and the dreadfiil 
effects of making the stomach a grave and 
charnel-house for slaughtered bodies* Lat* 
terly he became wholly an enthusaast, 
would madden himself with ether, run out 
into the streets, and strip himself to clothe 

r 

the first beggar whom he met. 

Galvanism, like electricity, was no soon^ 
er discovered than it was applied to pur* 
poses of quackery. The credit of this is 
due to America ; and it must be admitted 
that the inventor has the honour of ha* 
ving levied a, heavier tax upon credulity 
than any of his predecessors ever dared 
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mttempt : in this respect he is the Mr 
Pitt of his profession. For t^o pieces of 
base metal, not longer than the litde fin* 
ger, and not larger than a nail, hens mo- 
dest enough to charge five guineas. These 
Tractors^ as they are called, are to cure all 
sores, swellings, bums, tooth-ache, &c» 
&c.: and that the purchasers may beware 
of counterfeits, which is the advice always 
given by this worshipful fraternity, a por« 
.trait of the tractor is engraved upon his 
hand-bills, both a front view and a back 
one, accompanied with a striking likeness 
of the leathern case in which they are con- 
.tained. Many cures have certainly been 
performed by ihem, and how those cures 
are performed has been as certainly exem- 
plified by somcTery ingenious experiments 
which were made at Bath and Bristol. 
Pieces of wood, and others of common 
iron, shaped and coloured like the trac- 
tors, were tried there upon some paralytic 
patients in the Infirmary. The mode of 
operating consists in aodiiiig more than in 



gmdjf «ti0khig ike fart^tfecAed wth itbe 
liGWt W \ht vMrnmeaA^md, bo, acoording 
to tbe theoiy, xoiuhictiiig off injbo the 
fttmoBphere the :galYfinic matter m£ pidn ! 
It is impossible ihsA .where there is ne 
■ore^ this can gi«e May pain mhalef er,*-^ 
yet the patients were in agcmies. Qnevof 
them declared that :he had suffered less 
when pieces of the hone q( his leg had 
i^een cut out>-*^and they were actually enar 
bled to m#¥e limfas whichiififoEe were dead 
With rpdqr^— lEake relics have wiou|^ 
sue iiuraoiei* 

^Another gentleman^quachs with naygeny 
and recommends what he calls vital wine 
as a cure for all diseases. Vital wine muat 
he admitted to be something .extraordimb* 
rfi but what is that to a people for whom 
wittt and lunar tinctures have been pr»* 
pared! Another has risen.fiK>m a travelling 
cart to <the luxuries of a chariot by selling 
magnetic girdles; his theory is, that the 
ma^Mlic virtue attracts the iron in the 
bloody and .makes the little red globules 



nrrolife ftster^ eacb upon te owft ia»> is 
the rapidity and regukrity <rf wliicfa tevo- 
tetions health c<>iiBist3y— 4m<d thiB he provea 
to the people by showkig dieia how a 
aeedte i» set in mo^<m "by bis ^rdfen. !&rt 
magnetism has been made the basis of a 
far store portentous^ quaekevy> wimAi is is 
all iu parts so extraordinary that it mferics 
a fiill aeconnty not mei«]y in a Pieture of 
^fgland^ bot also in lAie bkiory o# the 
centuvy which has ymt eicpired. My mext 
sbaU develop tki« at length. 

The reason why these seonndrels soeeeed 
to so much greater an extent m England 
those in a«y otber comiiry^ is because tftirf 
are encoded to make themselves so gene- 
rally Icwywn. by means of the newspaperf^ 
and, in ccmseqaenee of the great interaak 
eommeree, ta have their agents ev«xy 
where, and tbaadoas miach mischief emy 
where, as if the Devil bad endowed them 
wMi a portion of his^ own ubiquity* Not 
on]y do the London papers find their way 
over the wbde kingdom^ but everf coni-^ 
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derable town in the provinces has one or 
more of its own^ &nd in these they insert 
their, long advertisem^its with an endless 
perseverance which must attract notice^ 
and make them and their medicines talked 
of. How effectually this may be done> I 
can illustrate by an odd.aiiecdote. Some 
twelve or fifteen years ago a wager was 
laid between two persons in London^ that 
the one would^ in the course of a few 
weeks^ make atiy nonsensical word^ which 
the other should choose to invent^ a gene- 
ral subject of conversation. ' Accordiivgly 
he employed people to write in chalk upon 
all the walls in London the word Quoz» 
Every body saw this word wherever they 
went staring them in the face^ and nobody 
could divine ib meaning. The newspapers 
noticed it^ — ^What can it be i was the ge- 
neral cry, and the man won his wager. 

Upon this system the quacks persist in 

advertising at an enormous expense, for 

« which, however^ they receive ample inte- 

rest^^rand which indeed they do not al wa^^a 
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hooestly pay. Part of their scheme is to 
advertise ia newspapeit which are newly 
set up^ and which^ .therefore, insert their 
notices at an under pjrice ; and, one fel- 
low, when he was applied to for payment, 
refused, saying that his clerl^ had ordered 
the insertion without his. knowledge. To 
go to law with him would have been a re* 
medy worse than the dises^e. 

' Elvencido venddoy • 
Y el vencedor perdidoy* 

is true here as well as in other countries. 

These wretches know the sufferings and 
the hopes of mankind, and they mock the 
one and aggravate the other. They who 
suffer, listen gladly to any thing which 
promises relief; and these men insert 
such cases of miraculous cures, signed and 
sworn to and attested, that they who do 
not understand how often the recovery 
may be real and the cure imaginary^— the 
fact true and the application false, — jrield 

t ^C who loses, loseSf and he who wins isruined*'^T^f 




tb ^& Wcfighe df htuiiaii testinioiiy, and 
httve fidt!^ to the dUstraetmi of tiieiF b6« 
iSlcB, though they witt have none to^ the sail* 
vation of their tfoniiftr 

Attestatioits to these cam are peocured^ 
in mairf w&ys* A ^ack of tte fiist water 
fbr a long time sent hist |irdscripldont toi the 
shopr off some druggists oi^ gteat iei^e<tta- 
bility. After some months he caBed tfi»e 
in his carriage^ and introduced himselfj^ 
saying that they nsnst often hanre seen hia 
name^ and that he now came to complain 
of them, fer unintentionally doin^ him 
very serious mischief. '^ Gentlemen,^ said 
he^ ^' you charge your drugs too low. As 
medical men yourselves you muU know 
how much depends upon faith, and peo* 
pie have no faith in what is cheap,— they 
will not believe that any thing can do then^ 
good unless they pay smartly for it. I 
must beg you to raise your prices, and 
ruse them high too, double and treble 
what they now are at least, — or I really 
must send my patients elsewhere/* tbii$, 



vms strange^ and what tb^ trtre veqaeitted 
tD do was not aFter die orduiarj cnatoiK 
of ftwr tntdrng^ ;--^lKit at it did iiot appear 
that tkare could be any othar advaataige 
lenUinf to hna frinn it tkm wliat lie haA 
afeatedy thef al last promised to do a» he 
deaiseiL TkM viik ted to some fartiier 
acaq^iaiBlaii^C!; and after another long ia- 
tervat> they were persuaded one day to dine 
vitk tiieir friend the Doctor. Baridg 
dmaei the set ? ant announced that a person 
ftom tjw eaantry wkbed to see the Doc* 
tor, and Aaok bins for having cured him. 
'' Oh/ said he, '^ don't you know that 
I anr engaged i These people wear me out 
of my recy life ! Give the good man some* 
Aoog to'tet and drink^ tell him I am' very 
glad he is got well, and send him away.^ 
The servant came in again^ — ^' Sit, he will 
not go>— be says it is a most wonderful 
cnre>-^that you have raised him from the 
dead| and he cannot be happy till be has 
seen yon and thadked you himself. He 
is come a long way from the country^ sir^ ' 

o 9 
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'' Gentlemen/' said the Doctori ** you 
see how it is* 1 do not know how to get 
rid of him, unless you will haye the good- 
ness to allow him just to come in, and 
then he will be satisfied and let us alone* 
This is the way I am plagued ! '^ la 
came the countryman, and began to bless 
the Doctor, as the means under G6^ of 
snatching him from the grave ; and offer- 
ed him tnoney tied up in a leathern bag, 
saying it was all the compensation he could 
make ; but if it were ten times as much it 
would be too little^-— the Doctor crying, 
'' Well, well, my friend, I am glad to see 
you so well," and refusing to take his 
money. Still the man persisted, and 
would tell the company his case, — he 
could not in conscience be easy if he did 
hot^ — and he began a long story, which 
the Doctor first attempted to stop, and then, 
affected not to listen to,*^till at length, by 
little and little, he began to give ear to it, 
and seemed greatly interested before he 
had done, and interrupted him with ques- 
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tions. At last he. called for pen and ink^ 
fiMiying-^^' This is so very extraordinary a 
case that I must pot lose it ;" and making 
the man repeat it as he wrote^ frequently 
said to his visitors^ '' Gentlemen* I beg you 
will take notice of this, — it is. a very re* 
markable. case :" and when he had finished 
writing it, he said to them, '' You have 
heard the good man's story^ and I am sure 
can have no objection to subscribe your 
names as witnesses.^ The trick was appa* 
rent, and they begged leave to decline ap«» 
pearing upon the occasion. '^ Why, gentle* 
men," said he, '^ you and I had better con* 
tinue friends. You must be sensible that I 
have been the means of putting very great 
ai^d .unusual profits into your hands, and 
you will not surely refuse me so trifling a 
return as that of attesting a case which you 
have heard from the man himself, and can 
have no doubt about !" There was no. re* 
medy : they were caught, felt themselves 
in his power, and were obliged to submit 
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tcy th^ UKAMifi^ttficMi^ of seeing tk€msdMft 
sdrertiaei m witixeabes l^ a dufe whiek 
Aey knew to 1)e a juggle. 

Tbfs dame itiflM^ once practiiied O' rimifatt 
tricl ill Mcb a vnty tbat tke wH ohtiOBt' 
atdncs fotf tife rogtfeyy. Some yomig mea 
of tttMoH ihMMiglMi it W^ould be a good 
jote to get hkttf to dinner afid make him 
dmnk^ and o<ic &l tbem invHed bim tot 
thi» pcHTpose* The DMtor trent^ and left 
Vh ftiead th« eonnlrymaii «^ fc^ow hte^ 
and find htitt ool j^^^-of coorde it was dtlll 
better sport for tben^ to hear the caM. 
But the next inorning rl appeared in tho 
newspapers with the names of the whde 
party to attest it 

Goveittment git'^s an indirect soft df 
sanation to these worst of all impostonr. 
They enter the receipt of theifr medieines 
as a dtscorery, and for the payment of 
about lOOL sterlings take ont a privilege, 
which is hete called a patent^ prohibiting 
a^ other persons from compounding the 



same^ tben di^y aDHoniicc tbrit diioo- 
VWteB iKsi by Idle king's. a«tharity^ Mol thst 
the igfidrnc are <kie«md# llie S<»tcb * 
17niversvtie» aibo sell theta degrees in; mt^ 
dieme wiAoiftihe stightettexafOiitiatioD^— 
lliis trade in degifees being their main ssp- 
port^-^and tfcef are l^gaUy fls tvoe Doctofs^ 
ill mediGtoe as ikm best cf ilie prefinssien*^ 
This infadnews^ pi[aetiee siigM mm»ii be pot 
a stof^ to. Their inedlcines may be claened 
under three head» i they are either sneb 
aes CM, do no good, but pireduce ianuek^ 
diate eiihilaratien> becanse they eontaan 
either latrdannm or spirits* $ or they am 
well^^Mmti drttgs gnten in stnuiger deses* 
than nsua), so as to be sure o# produciiig 
immediate good at the fHPobieMe ehanee of 
occasion]^ after mischief; or they ate 
more rarely new medicines^ introduced 
befoce the regular practitioiiers wiH ven- 

* Don Manuel should have said tome of the 
Scotch Universities, and not have involved Edin* 
burgh and Glasgow in the censure. — Ta* 
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tare to employ them« In this way arsenic 
was first employed. The &moa9 fever 
powder of Dr James is of this descrip* 
tion; be.knew.ifc wonld be adopted in 
genera] practice^ aod^ to secure the profits 
to bis representatives after the term of his 
privilcige should have expired^ had recourse 
to means which cannot be justified. Every 
person upon taking out a patent is obliged 
to specify upon oath the particular disco-^ 
very on which he grounds his claim to it. 
He entered a false receipt : so that, though 
the ingredients have been since detected 
by analysis, ^still the exact proportions and 
the method of preparation are supposed to 
be known only to those who have succeed* 
ed to .his. rights, and who in consequence- 
still derive an ample income from the suc«* 
cess of tb)s artifice. 

. There.is yet another mystery of iniquity 
to be revealed. Some of the rascals who 
practise much in a particular branch of 
their art jire connected with gamblers. 
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They get intimate with their yoong mo- 
neyed patients^ and as they keep splendid 
houses, invite them to grand entertain- 
mentSj where part of the gang are ready 
to meet them, and when the wine is done 
with the dice are produced* 



304 



LETTfiB LI. 



Account of Animal Mt^nOUm. 

I SHALL devote this letter to a full account 
of the theory of Animal Magaetism, which 
was put a stop to in France by the joint 
authority of the Church and State, but had 
its fair career in England. The Lectures 
of Mainauduc, who was the teacher in 
this country, were published, and from 
them I have drawn this detail : 

LeggilOy* che meno 
Leggerlo a te, cbe a me scriverlo costs. 

According to this new system of phy« 
sics, the earthj its atmosphere, and all 
their productions are only one, and each 

* Read it ;for it mil cat you leu to read it than 
it did me to write t/««-TRi 
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is bat a separate fMMrtion of tliie whole, ae^ 
casionally produced and recemd back into 
itself, for the purpose of maintaining a 
coHtinnal and regular rotation of animate 
and inanimate snbstances. An universal 
connection subsists between ererf par^ 
tkle and mass of particles of this wfaole^ 
whether tWy be eompfefacariiect under 
the title of solids oi Ibiidsir or distin^ 
guifibai by the i^artiealar appdialico of 
men, beasts, birds, fish, trees, ptante> or 
herbs ; all are particles c^the samti ofigisaii! 
mass, and are in perpetuai cyeie emft€ff^ 
ed in the work of fonnvagv leeding, de«» 
composing, and again re^fomsing bodies 
or Bosses. A regalar attachment unirer- 
safiy exists* between aQ particles of a si* 
milar nature^ throughout the whole; and 
all forms eomp<M)ed in and of any medium 
of particks, mtist be influenced by what- 
ever affects that nvediuBi, or sets its parti- 
cles in motion; so* that every form in the 
eaifth md atmosphere must receive and 
partdce of every impulse received by the 
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general medium of atoms in which «Qd of 
which they are formed* 

AU forms are subject to one general 
law; action and re-action produce heat> 
some of their constitueot atoms are rear 
dered fluid by heat^ and form streams^ and 
convey into the form atoms for its increase 
and nourishment ; this is called composi- 
tion by vegetation and circulation. Cir-^ 
Culation not only brings, in particles 'fox 
growth and nourishment^ but it also car^ 
lies off the useless ones. The passages 
thr<N^h which these partides pass in and 
outj Are called pores. By .a pore we are 
to understand *a, space formed between 
every two solid atoms in the whole vege- 
tating worlds by the liquefaction of the 
atom> which^ when solid^ filled up that 
space. As circulation, vegetation, i^pd 
consequeMly animal life, arise from^the 
formation of pores, so the destruction of 
them must terminate. every p;roce$ui.ofani-« 
mal. existence, and each partial derange** 
inent of porosity induce» incipient de* 



ANIMAL M AGNBTISM. 307 

struction of the form^ or what is called 
disease. 

By the process of circulation atoms of 
varioas kinds are carried in^ deposited^ 
and thrown out of each part of every form ; 
and every form is surrounded and protect- 
ed by an atmosphere peculiar to itself^ 
composed of these particles of circulating 
fluids^ and analogous to the general at- 
mosphere of the earth. This is the general, 
atmosphere of the form. The solid parts 
of the body throw off in the same manner 
their useless particles^ but these pass off 
and become blended with those of the 
general atmosphere of the earth* These 
are called the emanations of the form. 
Thus> then^ earth and atmosphere are one 
whole^ of which every form is but a part ; 
the whole and all its parts are subject 
to the same laws, and are supported by 
action ; action produces re-action ; action 
and re-action produce heat ; heat produces 
fluidity; fluidity produces pores; pcHnss 
produce circulation ; circulation produces 
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vegetaiioa; vtgdatioii; pMduces. forms; 
forms are composed of solids and floMb ; 
solids |HP9d9ce eaaittiatWiis ; .teids- puodkice 
atmosp||iPiies ; atmoeplMre» and enlattations 
pjpedtfc^-partial decomposilioii $ total de« 
c<»»po0iiioii is death ; death aitd decow* 
posUioa retam the atoaas to Ihe general 
mass fer re^-prodnetioii. 

The whole vegetalang system is com* 
psised m miniature jsa* man« He ^ com* 
posed of pipe» beyond ooaceptiiaai mm^ 
laoB, and forated* of pactseles* betfweeia 
tshidii the mast' miaato porosibf adnsts^ 
im every diiicctiott> the passage- o£ otoaHa 
and fluids* The. immense qnaiAity of air 
uriMGh ia contiauallgr pa«singi ia and out. 
thsoQ^ eTery pact and pare of the body^^ 
cariies in with it sadi atoms as may be« 
G9Qiiie missed with the general «tmosphe»> 
and these mnst etthe; pam out again^ oa 
step' in their passage^ If they dmuU he 
of a hnrtfol natate^ Aey in^UK the pasta 
tfaroagh whkh they pass^ or in; whithi 
they stop ; il^ oa the conftrasy^ they dioaW 
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be healthy and aatnral^ they emtirihiite 
to heaUh and nourislmieBt. Botehen, 
fmbUoaBBj ooofcs^ ^ing in an aHmodp hcfc 
of notritieaa -sisbstaiffie(»^ gei>erst% hecone 
corpnkftt^ dumgh dMj iiave filender appe« 
liles ; painienj pkunbers^dyera^ and those 
who are emph^ed in ^itoospheres of per- 
nicioiiB sobstances^ become grada^ly dis* 
eaaedy and fireqaentiy losie the uie of their 
limfaa long before deeomposiUon taSces 
place fiur their relief. 

Hence it appears that the free eirenlai* 
Uon of healthy BUjms through the whole 
form is necessairy^ and that obstructions 
t>{ its porosity, or stoppage of its circnla- 
ting particles, must occasion derang^oaent 
in the system, and be followed by disease. 
To obviate this evil, innumerable con- 
dnctorsaie placed in the body, adapted, 
by their extreme sennbility, to convey in* 
formation of -every impression to the sen- 
sorium ; which, according to tfae nature of 
ihe impression, or the injury received, 
Jkgitates, shakes, or contracts <the form to 
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throat forth the offending cause. This is 
Nature's established mode of cure, and the 
efficacy of the exertioq depends on the 
strength of the system; but th^se salutary 
efforts have been mistaken for disease. 

As every impression is received through 
one medium, disposed over the whole 
form for that purpose, it may be asserted 
that there is but one sense, and that all 
these impressions are only divisions of 
the sense of feeling. The accuracy of 
any of these divisions depends on the 
health of the nervous system in general. — 
This nervous or conducting system is only 
a portion of a much greater one, similar 
in its nature, but far more extensive in its 
employment. 

There are in the general atmosphere 
innumerable strings of its component 
atoms; the business of these strings is 
to receive and convey, from and through 
every part of the atmosphere, of the earth 
and of their inhabitanls> whatever im- 
pulses they receive. These conductors 

8 
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Hre to be called atmospberical nerves; 
the nerves of the haman body are con» 
nected with these^ or rather are a part of 
them. . 1 - 

This is elucidated by the phienomena 
of sound. Theorists agree that sound is 
produced in a bell by the tremulous mo- 
tion- of its component atoms^ which alter- 
nately changes its shape from round to 
oval a million times in one instant ; as is 
proved by horizootally introducing a bar 
into the aperture^ which^ counteracting 
one of the c<mtractlons^ the bell splits.— 
The conveyance of sound they account 
for by saying, that the atoms of the atmo^ 
spliere are displaced by the alternate con- 
tractions of the bell. Place a lighted can* 
die near the bell^ and this theory is over- 
thrown : if the general atmosphere is agi« 
tated, wind must result^ hut the flame of 
the candle remains steady. Let us substi- 
tute the true process. 

Every impression in nature has its own 
peculiar set of conductar6> and no tw6 
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sets hiief feve witbj or impede^ each qUicj:. 
The Invoke of ^ bell affects the oeaxest 
atom of the serves of soundj and fuos 
along them in every direction. Human 
mrves ase ccontkiiiatipns of the atni«)i|pfae- 
xical ; all animated beings- being ooly as 
\9aYt$ t>r eKCxescejices wbidi have spiwog 
up amidst tbi^ atrnpsphericalnerves^ and 
are peimeated hyih&ak in every 'direction. 
The atmospherical -nerves of sound asre 
iparts of the auditory nerves in .mani the 
atmosphcfical nervesof light are contioued 
through man to f(»m his (^tic nerves^ wd 
;lhus the auditory and optic neives of oRe 
man are the auditoiy and optic nerves .of 
every imimaAed Jieiog in the univeroe^ .be* 
cause all .are braadiies sent off from «the 
same great tree iathe^parent earth and at^ 
mosphere. 

It may be asked> What prev^ents Abe 
derangement of diese innumerable strings 
when the atmosphere Js violently agitated i 
Aerial nerves are like those of animaited 
bodies, composed of atomai^ butrthe atMfts 
are in loose contact* When a ray of 
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sunsfaine comes tfa rough the hole in a win- 
dow-shutter the atoms are visible, and the 
hand may pass through them, hut they in- 
Btantly resume their situations hy their at- 
tractive connection. 

" Every inanimate substance is attached 
to itiB similar; all animate and inanimate 
luhstances. are aUacbed to each other hy 
every nmilar part i» each of thdr compor 
sitions; all animate beings. are attached 
to each other hy every similar atom in 
their respective forms, and all these at? 
tacbments are formed hy atmospherical 
Berves* If two Ausical instruments per- 
fectly in unisoh he placed one at each end 
of the same. apartment, whal^ver note ii 
sfcmdc upon ihe one will be repeated bjr 
the other. Martial music may be, heard 
by a whole army in the field ; each QOt^ 
has its peculi^ conductor in the genend 
atmosphere,, and each ea!t must be. coiv- 
nected with^e atmospherical condiictor 
of ea4$h npte.; so that every note has not 
only its separate conductor in the atmo- 

VOL. II* p 
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sphere^ but also its separate condoctar itt 
every can — ^We have got thrbiagb the hy- 
pothesis) DOW to the appUcatioB* 

The mind is the arbitrator over th€ 
bones^ the muscles^ the nerves^ and the 
body in general^ and is that something 
which the anatomist's knife can neither 
dissiect^ discover^ nor destroy. Bat to 
de^ne wbat^ that something is^ we mvat 
apply to the words oFoiir Saviour^— <^ It la 
not ye that speak^ bat the Spirit of your 
Father which speaketh in yoa.'' The deci'* 
sions^ adoptions, and commands of this 
spirit are man's vohttoii ; but we are nol^ 
accustomed to investigate the means by 
which volition is exerted, nor to seek for 
the priv^ge of improving it beyond the 
commoti necessary avocations of life. Yet> 
if it be properly sought for, a power of 
volition may be called forth in m^n, in a 
far more exalted degree than what he now 
^irerta; empower subcn^dinate to a far aupe^ 
nor one, by whom it is portioned out t& 
indi^diiab according to the purposes fop 
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which they exert it, aftd which is pattittlly 
or totally recalled when neglected or abti- 
sed. The accomplishment of any purpose 
of the will depends physically on the length 
of time required for its performance, and 
on the undisturbed continuance of the act 
of volition during that time* The least 
interruption, or the change of the will W 
any other subject before the first intention 
is accomplished, totally destroys the influx 
enc& This axiom is unalterable in this 
new science of healing, that to produce 
salutary effects the suggestion must be pure* 
and moral, the attention steadily deter* 
mined, the intention single and fixed, and 
volition vigorously exerted, continuing un* 
varied and unrelaxed either till the purposer 
is effected or relinquished. 

On the pretensions to inspiration which 
are implied here I shall remark elsewhere^ 
nor will I interrupt the account with any 
comments upon the impudent hypocrisy 
with which it is seasoned to the publie 
taste. To proceed then ;— 'the atmosphe* 
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rical part of the buman body is capable of 
contractioD^ of distention^ and of direc- 
tion ; it maybe attracted from^ or distend- 
ed to^ any unlimited distance^ and may be 
so directed as to penetrate any other form, 
in nature. 

• The rejected atoms from the fluids and 
emanations from the solid parts of bodies^ 
when rightly understood^ are the only and 
unerring criterion by which the obstruc- 
tions and diseases of each part can be as-, 
certained, and when judiciously employed 
they become material instruments for the 
remoyalof every malady. They are sub- 
j-ect to the influence of volition^ and may 
be forced out of their natural course^ or 
attracted into the pores of the operator ; 
and the human body^ which in many re- 
spects resembles a sponge^ is adapted to 
receive such emanations and atmospheres 
as a skilful practitioner may propel into 
any part of it> and to afford them a free 
passage wherever he directs them. The 
countless number of universal nerves 
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ivhich combine with^ and are regular con- 
tinuations ofj those similar conductors 
called nerves in animal forms^ are subject 
to the influence of man's spiritual volition^ 
and are affected or influenced if we strike 
one or more of them with the atoms which 
are contmually flowing from us; that 
affection is conveyed on to such parts of 
the body as those conductors are attached 
to^ and the nature and degree of the im- 
pulse will be according to the nature of the 
intention and the energy of the volition. 
' To determine the situation^ nature^ and 
extent of derangement or disease^ recourse 
must be had to the atoms which proceed 
from the patient^ for the rejected atoms 
resemble in their healthy or diseased qua- 
lities the parts from which they pass. 
These particles of matter are so imme- 
diately subject to the influence of combi- 
ned spiritual volition^ that the established 
system by which they are mixed with the 
universal medium gives way during our 
^xi^rtiouj and they follow the course whiph 
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.we prescribe; and whatever may be tbe 
directioa or medium through which we 
propel them, they remain unalterably the 
same> and .continue passive and anchan* 
ged either by distance^ direction, or con- 
tact, until we withdraw that influence, aad 
discharge them from our service. 

To judge of the state of the part from 
whence these atoms proceed, they mnalt 
be attracted to some part of the exaniinei^s 
body, and must strike his nerves; this 
process is called receiving impressions or 
tt^sations from the patient. Every sub- 
stance in nature will afford some impres- 
sion to that part of his body which the 
experienced examiner opposes to receive 
it, but professors usually prefer the hands 
and especially the fingers. The roots of the 
nails most commonly announce the first 
impressions, because the cuticle is thinnest 
in that part, and the pungent emanationa 
more readily arrive at the neiyes. No 
part perhaps of this astonishing science^ 
says the lecturer, creates more jealousy 
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gmpng sttideats than their sufcepiibilUy 
of seosatioBs. Some enjoy that piiyilege 
tx> a great degree of. accur^y evea at the 
first e8say» whilst others are in pursuit of 
it for months. This difference is at 
first constitutional ; but when the science 
has. produced a proper influence on the 
mind and moralsj the impressions insen- 
sibly grow into accuracy. It sometimes 
happens that they who were most suscep* 
tibie at first become totally deprived of 
that blessing until they approve themselves 
piore worthy servants. It is essentially ne- 
cessary to render the process of receiving 
the atoms emitted from every object fa« 
miliar ; this will be effected by habitually 
seeking for them. For this purpose stu- 
dents should frequently receive the ema- 
nations from salt^ sugar^ water^ fire^ and 
in jshort from every substance which oc- 
curs ; by this means they soon become 
expert. 

There are two modes of Examination ; 
the first is that which should accurately be 
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attended to by newly initiated stadentsy 
as it affords a catalogue of sensations which 
become a regnhur standard to judge of all 
diseases by, and to reduce exanimation to 
accuracy and perfection. This mode con- 
sists in opposing one or both hands towards 
the patient The examiner should sit or 
«tand in an easy position^ cautiously avml* 
ing all pressure on his body or arms^ lest 
he should suspect the impressions to pro* 
ceed from that cause rather than from the 
disease. He should fix on some particular 
part of the patient, external or internal ; 
then turning the backs of his hattds> he 
.must vigorously and steadily command 
the emanations and atmosphere which pass 
from that part to strike his hands, and he 
must closely attend to whatever impres- 
sions are produced on them. He must not 
permit his attention to wander from the 
object : if he should, his labour is entirely 
lost. To render the process more steady, 
the eyes of the examiner should be fixed 
on the part to which he ii attending, with 
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the unvaried intent of directing the eiBuent 
atoms towards his bands ; it might natu- 
rally be supposed that his eyes should be 
open^ but is better they were shut, as all 
extraneous objects are by that means ex- 
cluded, and the porosity of the eyelids 
removes the idea of impediment. It is 
perfectly immaterial what may be the dis- 
tance between the examiner and the pa- 
tient: the process and the impressions will 
be exactly the same, provided he calls 
forth in himself the requisite exertion. 
• The second mode of examination is by 
opposing the whole body to that of the 
patient. In this the operator roust not 
seek to know where the paUent is, but 
recollecting that all human beings are 
connected to each other by innumerable 
atmospherical nerves, and that the whole 
medium in which they are placed is com- 
posed of loose atoms, he must fix his at- 
tention -upon the patient, as if he stood 
before him. Thus situated, he must vigor- 
ously exert his power to attract all the 

p£ 
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emanations and atmospheres proceeding 
from the patient to himself. The atoms, 
then, which proceed from each particular 
part of the patient run to the same parta 
of the examiner, who feels in every part of 
his own person whatever the patient feels 
in his, only in a less degree, but alwaya 
safBciently to enable him to describe the 
feelings of the patient, and to ascertain 
the very spot in which the derangement 
exists, and the consequences resulting 
from it. If the examiner^s attention ia 
directed only to one particular viscus, that 
same viscns alone will receive informatioa 
in himself; but if it be generallj^ directed^ 
every part of his body will give an account 
of its own proceedings. It is to be re* 
marked that undiseased parts will nol 
convey any remarkable impression to the 
examiner, as nothing results from health 
but gentle, soft, equable heat. 

The mode of healing is termed Treating ; 
— it is a process made use of by the opera«* 
tor to create^ if partially obliterated^ or to 
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increase^ if become languid^ the natural 
action and re-action in any part of the 
b6dy; and to assist nature by imitating 
aiid re-establishing her own hw, when she 
is become inadequate to' the task. This 
process is the opposite to the last ; in that 
the examiner attracted the atoms from the 
patient to himself^ but in this he must 
propel the atoms from himself to the pa* 
tient. By a steady exertion of compound 
volition we have it in our power tp propel 
the particles which emanate frooi our own 
body^ against and into whatever part of 
any other form we fix our intention upon^ 
and can force them in any direction and 
to any distance* Thus^ by a continual and 
regular succession of particles directed 
vigorously in a rapid stream against those 
atoms which are stopt in their passage and 
accumulated into a heap^ we break down 
the impediments^ push off those atoms 
which we detach^ direct them into the 
circulating currents for evacuation^ and 
save the system from all the evil conse*- 
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queoces which its impeded fanclioD^ were 
occasioning. This is like throwing hiM^ 
fals of shot at a heap of sand in a rivalet^ 
which, as the grains of sand are separated 
from each other> washes them along be- 
fore it. As all obstructions are not equallj 
hard or compact^ they are not all destroyed 
with the same facility. A single look .will 
often proTe sufficient for a recent accumu- 
lation of particles, for an accidental con- 
traction, or a sudden distention, whereas 
those of long standing and of a more se- 
rious nature demand frequent, long, tod 
judiciously-varied treatment. 

The general process of treatment is an 
influence of mind over organi;fed matter, 
in which unorganized matter is the occa- 
sional instrument. The mind should be 
able to perform this work without any 
particular motions of the body, or of its 
extremities. But, says the professor, in- 
experience^ and the frequent disturbances 
which occur to divert the attention, induce 
tis to adopt some mode of action, the 

8 



ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 32^ 

constant repetition of which may attract^ 
rouse^ or recall the mind to its subject, 
when it becomes languid^ or diverted from 
its employment. Hence^ he adds^ we 
generally employ our hands in the act of 
treating^ and write^ as it were, our various 
intentions on each part by the motions we 
make towards it: or, in fact, we trace on 
the diseased part with our current of ema- 
nations the various curative intentions of 
our mind or spirit. 

* The Pathology is soon explained. The 
impressions produced upon the fingers of 
the examiner by the stone will be heaviness, 
indolence, and cold. Burns and scalds 
produce heavy dull pricking at first, when 
inflammation has taken place great heat 
and sharp pricking, but indolent numb- 
ness from the centre. Rheumatic head- 
ache occasions pricking, numbness, and 
creeping or vermicular motion, heat if the 
patient be strongs cold if he be relaxed. 
Inflammation caused by confined wind pro- 
duces intense heat^ pricking and creep* 
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ing ; the heat is occasioned by the iaflam«« 
mati<m^ the pricking by the wind acting 
against the obstracted pores^and the creep- 
ing by the motion of the wind from one 
part to another. Pus communicates to 
the hand of the examiner snch a fueling 
of softness as we should expect from dip* 
ping the hand in it, but combined with 
pricking irom the motion which the wind 
contained in it makes in its endeavoors 
to' escape. Diseased lungs make the fin- 
gers feel as if dough had been permitted to 
dry on them, this is called clumsy stiffness; 
Pleurisy occasions creeping, heat and prick* 
ing; deafness, resistance and numbness* 
Contracted nerves announce themselves to 
the examiner by a pressure round his fin- 
gers, as if a string was tightly bound round 
them ; cases of relaxed habit by a length- 
ened debilitated sensation ; diseased spleen, 
or ovaries, by a spinning in the fingers^ 
ends, as if something were twirling about 
in them. The impression which scrofula 
produces upon the practitioner is curioua 
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aad extxaordinary : at every motion which 
he makes, the joints of his fingers, wrisU^ 
elbows^ and shoulders crack* Worms ex** 
<^ite creeping and pinching ; bruises, hea^ 
viness in the faands^ and numbness of the 
fingers. 

The Modus Operandi must now be 
exemplified, premising, according to the 
professor's words, that the operator's own 
emanations become for him invisible fin<* 
gers, which penetrate the pores, and are 
to be considered as the natural and only 
ingredients which are or can be adapted 
to the removal of nervous^ or of any othes 
affections of the body. 

Instead therefore of lithotomy, the stone 
may thus be cured without danger or pain^ 
This invisible power must be applied to 
the juices which circulate in the vicinity 
of the stone : and they must be conducted 
to the stQue and applied to its surface, 
that the stone may be soaked in them for 
the purpose of dissolving the gum which 
Biakes the particles of sand cohere* If 
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the bands are employed in tbis procets^ 
tbe mind must conceiTe that the streams 
of atoms which continually rash forth 
from the fingers, are continued on, and 
lengthened out into long invisible fingers 
which become continuations of our natu- 
ral ones ; and which, being composed of 
minute particles, are perfectly adapted to 
pass through the pores of another form, 
and to be applied^ as we should apply our 
visible fingers, to the very part on which 
it is intended to act. The last process is 
Action : by striking tliose very emanating 
particles that constitute that invisible elon-* 
gallon of the part of our own body which 
it is intended to employ, whether it be 
tbe hand, the eye/ or any other part,— «• 
by striking them forcibly in constant and 
rapid succession against tbe stone, the par- 
ticles of sand, having been rendered less 
tenacious by the soaking, loosen, and fall 
apart, and are washed out of the body by 
the natural evacuation. 

« 

One instance more will suffice* In 
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oasesof indigestion the sensations produced 
by the ropy hamour in the stomach are 
a thick gummy feel on the fingers; and 
when they are gently moved they meet 
with a slight degree of resistance. To 
judge of the depth of this slimy humoar 
the fingers must be perpendicularly dipt 
in it to the bottom of the stoimach; the 
consequenoe will be the impression of a 
circular line as if a string surrounded each 
finger^ marking the depth to which they 
had sunk. Now to remove this derange* 
ment^ the coat of the stomach must be 
dearedj which Js done by the iovisibk 
fingers scraping all the internal surface. 

You have here the whole sum and sub- 
stance of a secret for which a hundred 
guineas were originally paid by aspirants^ 
and which was afterwards published at 
five guineas by subscription. The list of 
subscribers contains the names of some 
nobles and of one bishop ; but it is short, 
and for that reason I suppose the second 
and third parts^ which were to contain new 
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tystems of anatomy and midwifery^ as im^* 
proved by this new science^, were neve^ 
published. 

It follows incontrovertibly from the 
priociples which have been advanced, thai 
as the practitioners in.this art heal diseases^ 
90 they can communicate them ; that they 
can give the itch by shaking with invisibj^ 
Jiands, and send a fit of the gout to any 
person whom they are diH^osed to oblige* 
The Indian jongleurs, who, like these Eng« 
lish impostors, affect to feel the same paia 
as the patient, lay claim to this power ; but 
it did AOt answer the purposes of impostor^ 
here to pretend to a power of doing mifri 
chief; . . 
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Biatphemom Condmion of Mainaudac^^ 
> Lectures.'^The Effects which he produ" 
' ced exflaincde^Disappearance of the Im^ 
' posture. 

The condiuioii of the extmordinaiy book 
from whence I have cdndensed the sum 
maiy of this prodigioos qwckery, is even 
nuNre eztraordinary and more daring than 
tile qaackery itself. It may be transcri- 
bed without offence to religion^ for every 
catholic will regard its atrocious impiety 
with due abhorrence. 
< '^ I flatter myself/' says this man at the 
close of his lectures^ '' you are now con- 
vioeed thatjtbis science is of too exalted 
a nature to be trifled with or despised ^ and 
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I fondly hope that even the superficial 
specimen which you have thus far received 
has given you room to suppose it^ not a 
human device^ held out for the sportive 
gratification of the idle moment^ but a di- 
vine call from the affectionate creating 
Parent, inviting his rebellious children by 
•very persuasive, by every tender motive, 
to renounce the destructive allurements of 
earthly inflnencej and to perform the duties 
which he sent his beloved Son into the world 
to inculcate, as the only and effectual con- 
ditions on which the deluded spirit in man 
riiould escape future punishment. The 
apostles received and accepted of those 
terms; disciples out of number embraced 
the doctrine, and by example, by dis» 
course, and by cures, influenced the minds 
of the unthinking multitude, absorbed in 
sin, and rioting in obstinate disobedience* 
-^A^ain, the Almighty Father deigns to 
rouse his children from that indifference to 
their impending fate,rnto which the watch* 
ful eoemy omits no opportunity of enticing 
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ihem. To lead oar Saviour from his duty^ 
the tempter showed and offered him all 
this world's grandeur; — so he daily in some 
degree does to us. Our Saviour spumed 
him with contempt^ and so must we^ Our 
blessed Saviour^ whose spirit was a stran- 
ger to sin^ cured by perfect spiritual and 
physical innocence^ and by an uninter-- 
TUpted dependence on his Great^ Omnipo- 
tentj Spiritual Father. He never failed. 
His chosen apostles cured by relinquishing 
this world and following him. We have 
but one example^ that I can recollect^ of 
their having failed^ and then Christ told 
them what was necessary to ensure success. 
The disciples and the followers of the apos- 
tles performed many cures, but how far 
they were checquered by failures I am not 
informed. Paracelsus^ Sir Kenelm Dig- 
by^ Sir Robert Fludd^ and several others, 
experienced sufficient power in them- 
selves to verify the words of our Saviour; 
but were soon deprived of what was only 
lent to urge them to seek for the great 
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original cause. '^ Verity, verily/* saiJ 
Christy ^^ the works which I do shall ye do 
also; and greater works thao these shall 
ye do^ for I go UDto my father ** Yalen^ 
tine Greatrakes, by obeying the instroe^ 
tions imparted to him in visions^ performed! 
many cnres ; hot ceasing to look up to Ih^ 
source, and giving way to medical importiH 
nity, he administered drugs, and could not 
expect success. Gasner, a moral and reli* 
gions man, performed many cures ; he was 
shut up in a convent, through the ignorance 
of his superiors, and the superstitious blind- 
ness of the age he lived in ; thence his pro* 
gresswastriviali though bis dawnings'seem* 
ed to promise much. Mesmer pillaged the 
subject from Sir Robert Fludd, and found 
to a certainty the existence of the power: 
undisposed to attend to our Savionr^s infor- 
mation, he preferred loadstones and mag- 
netic ideas to the service of the Great 
Author; and after performing several ac 
cidental cures, his magnetism and his er- 
Cord shared the fate of his predecessors* 
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Dbctor B'EsloD, his partn^f diough a 
maa of stropg reason aad impartialityi 
ascribed the power which he experienced 
to the physical will of man ; and «f ber per<* 
ferming some cores, be fell asleep* At 
lengthy after so many centuries of igno* 
rance^ it has graciously pleased the AU 
mighty Father io draw aside the veil^ and 
disclose his sacfed mysteries to this fa- 
voured generation. And when I shall be 
called home^ it*wiH^ I hope^ appear^ tbali 
for a bright and happy certainty of serving 
my God, and living with my Saviour, I 
jtoiated oat to you> my brethren, the At 
might/s real science, and that path to 
Heaven, which Christ, the onbf perfect wed 
mcc^sfid one rf tlm Ikty lefk to mankind^ 
as his last testamcpt, and inestimable dy^ 
ing gift .»• 

• • • • - 

• The translator thought the daring impiety of 
tfan whole extract so truly extraordinaryi that he 
determined to seek for it in the original work, in-^ 
stead of re-translating it from D. Manuel's Spanish^ 
With much difficulty he. suoceeded in fiodiiig the 
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This portentoiiB blasphemy shows ta 
what excess any kind of impiety may be 
carried on in this country i provided it does 
not appear as a direct attack upon religion. 
So infamous an impostor would in our 
country quickly have been silenced by the 
Holy Office, or, to speak more truly> the 
salutary dread of the Holy Office would 
have restrained him within decent bounds. 
Was he pure rogue undiluted with any 
mixture of enthusiasm, or did he, contrary 
to the ordinary process^ begin in rogne, 
and end in enthusiast i 
- It is a common observation, that a man 
may tell a story of his own invention so 
often that he verily belieVes it himself at 
last. There is more than this in the pre- 
sent case. Mainauduc pretended to pos- 

book : it is a lai^ge thin quarto volume^ printed in 
1798y with a portrait of Mainauduc from a picture 
fay Cosway. From this the technical Jangugge of the 
summary has been corrected, and the eiact words 
of this extract copied, so that the reader may rdj 
upon their perfect aocuraqrK— Xb. 
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8688 an extraordinary power over the bo* 
dily fancttOQs of others: it was easy to 
hire patients at first who woyld act as he 
prescribed^ and much was to be.expected 
afterwards from credulity; but that it 
should prove that he actually did possess 
thiB power in as great a degree as he ever 
pretended^ over persons not in collusioa 
with himj nor prepared to be affected by 
their . previous belief^ but unprejudiced, 
incredulous, reasouable people, philoso- 
phical observers who went to examine and 
detect the imposition, in sound health of 
body and mind, was more than he expect-, 
ed, and perhaps more than he could ex*, 
plains This actually waa the case ; they 
who went to hear. him with a firm and 
rational disbelief, expecting to be amused 
by the folly of his patients, were tliem* 
selves tl^'own into what is called the crisis : 
his steady looks and continued gesticu- 
lations arrested their attention, made them 
dii^, deranged the ordinary functions of 

the system, and fairly deprived them for 
VOL. II. e 
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a Ume of all voluDtary |>ower^ and all per- 
ception* 

' How dangerous a power this was^ and 
to what detestable purposes it might be 
applied^ need not be explained. The solu- 
tion ilst essj and convincing^ but it by no 
means follows that he himtfelf compre- 
hended it. If we direct our attention to 
the involuntary operations of life within us^ 
they are Mmmediately deranged. Think 
for a minute upon the palpitation of the 
bearti endeavour to feel the peristaltic 
motion^ or breathe by an act of volition, 
and yon disturb those actions ivhich the 
life widiin us earries on ^unerringly^ ' and 
as far as we cdn perceive unconsciously* 
Any person may make the experiment, and 
satisfy himself. The animal magnetista 
kept up this unnatural state of attention, 
long enough by their treatment to produce 
a suspension of these involuntary motions^ 
and consequent insensibility. 
. In /a country like this, where the govern- 
ment has no discretionary power of inter- 



ANIMAL MAGNETISM EXPLAINED. SS^ 

fering^ to punish villany^ and bf eourse 
where whosoerer can invent a new roguerjr 
may practise it with impunity^ till a new 
law be made to render it crimioalj Mai* 
nauduc might have gone on triumphantly^ 
and have made himself the head of a sect^ 
or even a religion^ had the times been far 
Youiable. But politics interfered^ and took 
off the attention of all the Wilder and bu- 
sier spirits. He diedj and lefl^a woman 
to succeed him in the chair. The female 
caliph either wanted ability to keep the 
believers together^ or having made a for-* 
tune thought it best to retire from trade* 
So the school was broken up. Happily 
for some of the disciples^ who could not 
exist without a constant supply of new 
miracles to feed their credulity, Richard 
Brothers appeared, who laid higher claims 
than Mainauduc^ and promised more won* 
derfiil things. But of him hereafter. 
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Miihodiiti^Wmhif and Wh^U.-^D^t^ 
rent Methods of aUaeking the EstabUdi* 
meni. — Tithes — Methodism approaches 
Popery, and paves the Way for H.'^Wil- 
lian^ Htrntingdon, S. 8. 

In the y«ar 17^9 a^eat rent vas made ui 
the lagged robe of bereijr. W^eslej amt 
Whitfield w^re the Luther and CSalvin of 
tfiis sebism^ which will probably, at no 
very remote, time, end m the overthrow of 
the Established Heretieal CfaorGh. 

They beg^n wfaen young mep.at Ox£i»d 
by collecting together a few persons who 
were of gerioQ» diftpositions like them* 
selves, meeting together in prayer^ visit* 
ing the prisoners, and communicating 
whenever the sacrament was administered. 
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Both took oi'ders in the EHIiblhhiiieBt, 
and fojr awhile diffei^lKl Only from their 
bretbttd hy preaching ivith more seal. 
Bttfc they ^oon outwent th^m in heresy 
'abd; and began to predch of the ineiBoacy 
and worthlessbess of good works^ Md of 
the n'eceteity of being boni dgain^ a. doc- 
trine which they -pert erted into the wild^lt 
enthusiasbi. The new i»irth they affitmed 
:was to take phice instantaneously y. and to 
be accompanied with an assurance of sal- 
vation ; : but throes and agonies wmse than 
death were to precede it The effect which 
^ey produced by. soch a doctrine^ being 
.both. men of bjuliing fanatit^ism^ and, of 
that kind of etoqiilence which suited their 
hearers^ is wonderful. They had tio sooner 
convinced their believers of the necessity 
lof this hew btrth^ than instances enoiigh 
took pbce. ' The people were seized with 
demoniacal convulsions ; shrieks and yells 
'were set up by frsntic women ; men fell 
as* if sliot through the iieart; and after 
hours of sach silfferings and contortions 
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as required the immecliate aid either of the. 
exorcist or the beadle^ they became assured 
that they were bom again^ and fally cer- 
tain that their redemption was now sealed. 
There may have been some taick in these 
exhibitions^ but that in the main there 
was no wilfiil deception is beyond a donbt. 
Dum ret, says St Aagnstine> fadunt in 
kamine <mima peccata, timor $cUieet tt cu* 
fidiiaM: tmor fadt Jugert omnia qwt m«t 
cami mokUa ; cupiditas facU habere omnia 
qua sunt cami suatia^ These powerinl 
passions were excited in the most power- 
fal degree. They terrified their hearers as 
<;faildren are terrified by tales of apparitions, 
^and the difference of effect was according 
to the difference of the dose, just as the 
drunkenness produced by brandy is more 
furious than that which is produced by 
wine. All those affections which are half* 
mental, half-bodily, are contagious ;«— 
yawning, for instance, is always, and 
laughter frequently so. . When one per- 
son was thus violently affected, it was like 
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jarring a siring in a room full of musical 
instruments. The history of all opinions 
evinces that there are epidemics of the 
mind* 

. SOich scenes could not be tolerated in 
tbe churches*. They then took to the 
streets and fields^ to. the utter astonish- 
ment of the English, clergy^ who in their 
ignorance cried out aga^t this as a no- 
yelty. Had these men^ happily for them- 
selves^ been born in a catholic country, it is 
most.probable that they might indeed have 
been burning and shining Uglits* Their 
zesl, their talents, and tbeijr intrepid an4 
indefatigable ardour, might have made 
them saints instel^l of heresiarchs, had 
they submitted themselves to the unerring 
rule of fiutb» instead of blindly trusting to 
their own perverted judgments. It was 
of. such men, and of such errors, that 
St Leo. the Great said : In hone im^m- 
iiam caditni, qui cum ad cognoicendam 
verUaiem aliquo impediuniuT oUeuro, non 
ad Propheiicas Xfoccs, non ad JportoUcoi 
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Uteroh ^c ad Evangdicas atictoritaieB, ud 
ad Kmetipsos reeurtunt ; sed idio magbtri 
trrom emtwii, quia veritatis dise^ndi mm 
fuere. 

Thousimds And tens of thoodands ftock- 
ed to faefcr diem ; and the more thiey ^'re 
opposed die more rapidly tbeir conV^li^ 
increased. Riots were r&ised against theM 
in many piticesj which were fteiquekltljr 
abetted by die magistrates. Iliere I^ a 
.good anecdote retorded of the inayo)r^%>f 
Tiverton^ who wasr advised to follow 6&- 
maliiel's.adVice^ and le4ve the Methodists 
(as? they <ure called) and their religion ttt 
themselves. « What, w^ said he: '' Whji 
what reason can there be for liny new re« 
ligion in Tiverton ? another wliy of going 
to Heaven ihrhen there lire so n^any at- 
.ready. i Why, sir, there's die Old Cbtirch 
and die New Cbureb, that's one religioii ; 
4here^s Parsdn Kiddell's at the Fitt Mb^- 
ing, that's two; Parson Westcotfs in Pleter 
Street, that's f^tse ; and old Parson Teiiry's 
in Newport Street, is four.— Fonr wiays of 
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goiDg to Heaven 'ateeady !-*-^and if they 
wofn't go to Heaven l)y one or o^er Qf 
tiltese vr«jfs, by -^ — • they sha'n't go to 
Heavien at all from TlveritoD, whtl^ I am 
mayor bf the town/' — ^Tbe outregi^a of ifce 
niob becatne atlength'so vMent that the 
«ttfferers appealed to the lawa to^ pcQl^a- 
tiOD^and from. that timethey have remain- 
*^d unmolested. 

The two leaders xlid not long agree* 
Wiedey'had deliberaftely asserted^ that no 
^Qiod Iroifks dan be done before jostifica- 
tioit, none which have not m th^m the na- 
ture of ria^-^'the abominable doctrinewhich 
the Bonzes of Japan preach in boaour of 
their deity Amida! Whitfield added to 
this the predealinarian heresy, at once the 
most absurd and niost blasphemous that 
'evir human presumption has devised. The 
Methodists divided undfer thetfe leadeis 
into the two parties of Arhiinians. and 
Calvinfats. Both parties protested against 
'sepafating^fitMn Use Ohuifch, though they 
were excluded ironl tibe churches. Wesley 

C2 
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bowevetj who was the more ambitious of 
the two, succeeded in establishing a new 
church goyeroment, of which he was the 
heretical pope. There was no difficulty 
in obtaining assistants; he admitted lay 
preachers> and latterly administered ordi* 
natioa himself. The oeconomy of his 
church is well constructed. He had felt 
how greatly the people are influenced by 
novelty^ and thus experimentally disco- 
vered one of the causes why the Establish- 
ed clergy produced so little effect. His 
preachers, therefore, are neyer to remiun 
long in one place. A double purpose is 
answered by this ; a perpetual succession 
of preachers keeps up that stimulus with- 
out which the people would relapse into 
conformity^ and the preachers themselves 
are prevented from obtaining in any place 
that settled and rooted influence which 
would enable them to> declare themselves 
independent of Wesley's Ck>nnection (as 
the sect is called), and open shop for 
themselves. An hundred of these itine* 
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rants composie the Conference^ which is an 
annual assembly, the cortes or council of 
these heroes, oolike our national councils, 
both in one; wherein the state of their 
numbers and funds is reported and ex- 
amined, stations appointed for the preach? 
ers, and all the affairs of the society re- 
gulated. The authority of the preachers 
is str^igthened by the system of confes- 
sion,---confes8ion without absolution, and 
so perverted as to be truly mischievous. 
Every, parish is divided into small classes, 
in which the sexes are separated, and also 
the married and the i^ingle. The members* 
of each class are mutually to confess to 
and question each other, and all are to 
confess to the priest, to whom also the 
leader of each class is to repcNrt the state 
of each individuars conscience. The lead* 
er also receives the contributions, which 
he delivers to the stewards. The whole 
kingdom is divided into districts, to each 
of which there is an assistant or- bishop 
appointed, who oversees all the congrega- 
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tions within his limtls ;' and thas the coa- 
feretice^ which is composed bf these tesist- 
ants and preachers^ possesses a more iiiti« 
mate knowledge of all persons tinder their 
influence than ever was yet eflected by' any 
system of police^ how rigorous soever. 
- While Wesley lived his authority was 
unlimited. He resoiutdy asserted H^^iid 
the rifi^bt was acknowledged. It was ap- 
posed that his death would lead to the dis- 
solution of the body^ or at least a schism ; 
but it produced no change. The absolute 
empire which he had exercised passed at 
once into a republic^ or rdther oltgardiy 
of preachers, without struggle or difficulty^ 
and their numbers have continued to in- 
crease with yearly accderating rapidity.* 
He lived to the great age of eighty-eight, 
for niore than fifty years of which he had 
rilse'n'at fouro'clockj preached twice and 
sometimes thrice a day, and travelled be«- 
t^een four and five thousand miles every 
yei^, being seldom or never a week in the 
same place ; bnd yet he found leisure to 



be dne of tbe 'n;i6aft Toiuininotis writere ibt 
dne lingnage. Tbe body lay in gtiole foi> 
several days, — inbisgown and bandlnthcr 
coffin J where il wiu visited by'ibr^ 6i 
fifty thoasftnd persons, cbnstflbl^»*attend^ 
ing to imuottahi order. It was bmied b^ 
ford break of ^day; to prevent tbe accideMs 
which undoubtedly woidd dte have ttfkbn 
place. For nkany weeks Kftet^hatd b 'cn^ 
rions scene was exhibiiked at bi» .diffei^nt 
chapels^ where the books of tbe toeiety cure 
Always sold. One was crying ^^ The tf de 
and genuine life of Mr Wdsley P another 
bawlii^ against him, ^' This is the 1^ 
life i" and a third vociferating to the peo- 
ple to beware of spurious accounts, and 
buy the authentic one from him. 

Wesley had no wish to separate ttotti 
the 'EBtablishment, and for many yeab he 
and his preachers opened their nfeteting-»>' 
houses only at hours whien there was Ho 
service in the churches. This is no longer 
the cas^ and tbe two parties are nbw at 
open' war. Tbe Mediodkt^ ^ate gt^iid ; 
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their preachos are indefotigable in maUng 
converts : but there is no instance otauj 
person's becoming a convert to the Esta* 
bUshment ; — ^waifs and strays from other 
communities fall . into it^ such as ricb 
Presbyterians^ who are tempted by munici- 
pal honours, and youi^ Quakers who for* 
sake their sect because they choose to dwsa 
in the fashion and frequent the theatre; 
but no persons join it from coovictioD. 
The meeting-houses fill by. draining the 
churches, of which the Methodists wall 
have no scruple to- take possession when 
they shall become the minority, because 
they profess to hold the same tenets, and 
to have no objecUou to the discipline. 

The Whitfield party go a surer way to 
work. They assert that they hold the 
articles of the Church of England, which 
the clergy themselves do not; and there- 
fore they cry out against the clergy as 
apostates and interlopers. The truth is, 
that the articles of this Church are CaU 
vinistic, and tbat^ heretical as the clergy 
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are^ they are not so heretical as they would 
he if they adhered to them. The Whit- 
field Methodists^ therefore^ aim^ step hy 
slep, at supplanting the Church. They 
hmfe^ finndB for educating hopeftd subjecti 
«nd purchasing churchJivings for them^ 
simony being {Hractised with little or no 
disguise in this country, where every thing 
has its price. Thus have they introduced 
a clamorous and active party into the 
Chureb, who, under the self-aasumed title 
of Evangelical or Gospel Preachers^ cry 
out for reform — for the letter of the articles 
-^and are preparing to eject their supiner 
colleagues. . In parishes where these con* 
forming Calvinists have not got posses* 
sion of the churchy they have theit meet* 
ingSj and they have also their county 
rovers, who itinerate like their Wesley^ 
brethren. The Calvinistic dissenters are 
gradually incorporating with them, anfd 
will in a few generations disappear. 
. The rapidity with which both these bo* 
dies continue to increase may well alarm 
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tiie regnkr clergy ; bat they lutYtog been 
|>iriiie-atruck by the French Rbvolttlioniaiid 
Vt Priesdey> think of nothiiig but Aihhists 
iutd.Soclni8Ei(&, and are insensible of the 
dangfer^ arising from this domestic enemy* 
The Methodists have this aho inlbfir jfa*- 
▼ouTv thkt while the end at whieh they are 
miifaing is not * seen, the iintnediate re» 
Eormhtion which they prodace is manifest, 
^ey do, what the Cfergy are equally 
lAed^ed to tlo, but neglect doing ; — they 
keep a irotchful eye over* the morals of 
thfecr 'adherents, and introduce habits of 
sobriety, order, and honesty* The pEresent 
good, which is very great, is fek by those 
who do not perceive that these people lay 
daim to infallibilily, and that intolerance 
isf inseparable from that awfol attribute 
which they have Usurped* 

The Establishment 'is in danger from 
teotber cause* For many years ^ast the 
farmers have murmured at the p4yment of 
iithes;— a' sin of old timi^, which lias 
been ^atiy aggravated by the coifse- 
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quences of the national 8bl\ynft : aince the 
gentry have turned farmere these murmnrs 
have become louder^ and associations have 
been formed for prio'cnribg the abolidi- 
.ment of tithes^ on the ground that they 
impede agricultural iitiproyenients« Go* 
'vernment has lent ear to these Representa- 
tions'; and iX is by no means improbable 
that it will One d^y avail itself of this 
prete^j to sell the tithes^ as the Iatid*tta 
has already been sold> and fund the money ; 
— that is^ make use of it for its o^n 
exig^encies^ and give the clergy salaries^— 
^tbus reducing them to be pensioners of 
,the sttite. The right of assembling in a 
house of their own they have suffered to 
.lat»se ; and. they have suffered also without a 
struggle, a law to be passed declarmg thetai 
incapable of sitting in the House of Cdm* 
mons ;'^wbich law was enacted; merlbly for 
ihe sake of excluding an obnoxiolis indivi* 
dual There will, therefore^ benolie but 
:the bishopji to> defend th^ rights,*-i>at 
the lmhot>S look up to the crown fojf pro- 
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motion* If ^ch a measure be once pifo» 
f08ed, the Dissenters will petition in its 
faYonr^ and the farmers will all rejoice in 
ity forgetting that if the tenth is not paid 
to the priest it must to the landholder 
whom they know by experience to be tiie 
more rigid collector of the two. When the 
constitutional fbandatioos of the cbvrch 
are thus shaken, the Methodists, who have 
all^^ady a party in the legislature, will come 
forward, and ofier a national cburcb at a 
> cheaper rate, which they will say is the 
-true Church of England, because it adherens 
to the letter of the canons. I know not 
nwhat iSwto save the heretical efttabHshment, 
unless gOTernmeatshoald vemember that 
when the catholic- religion was polled 
dowta^ it brought down the throne in its 
fatt. 

It is not the natme of man to be irreli* 
gions; he listens eagerly to those who 
promise to lead him to salvation, and wel* 
comes those who come in the name of the 
Iiord with a warmth of faith, which makes 
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it tbe more lamentable thai he should, so 
often be deluded*. How then is it that the 
EngUph clergy have so little hold upon the 
affecti<ms of the people i Partly it must he 
their own fault, partly the effect of that 
fabe system, upon which they are esta» 
blifthedi Religion here has been divested 
boflh of its spirit and. its substance — what 
isL lefk is neither soul nor body^ but the 
spectral form of what once had botb> such 
)u old chemists pretended to raise from the 
Ashes of a flower^ or the church*yard ap^ 
paritionSj which Gaffacel ^xplains^ by this 
experiment. Theve is nothing here for the 
arases, nothing for the imagbation^ — no 
visible object of. adoration^ at which piety 
shall drink^ i» at a fountain of living wa$- 
las* The church service here b not a 
propitiatory sacrifice^ and it is regarded 
with less rev»rence for being in the vulgar 
tongue, being thereby deprived of all that* 
mysteriousnesa which is always connected 
with whatever is unknown. When the 
resident priest is a man of seal and bene^ 
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fierce/ hit p^eriomir i]oatiti#8 couDtefaet 
the 'deHdeniDg tendency, of die •ystem ; 
tfai^se qualities aire not often iooAd muted ; 
it !g troe that pofn€&iifaps they are foimdjahd 
thAt ^iheh it is scak'cely possible taconceiye 
e inan more respected or mom utefol thai| 
kn English tlerg5fma&^samg al^ay^ his 
tmliappy hehesy)— but it is also true that 
the Hek-gy'are morb fVequeutly inadtive ; 
that th6y think moi^e of vei^iriiig tfa^r 
dules tbiin of disdiarging- their duly 4 that 
the rector is employed- in se^ilar biisinisss 
aiid secular amu&emetits iiiUeadof lookii^ 
into the s^iritoal concerns q£ bis ftovk, 
and that his.4«^tythecumte is fopmndi 
l9];f6Q a ]ev«l With the poor to be fesp^eled 
hythein. The x^nseqaence %. that they 
are yielding to the Methodists without a 
tobgg^e^ attd that the Metiiodi.sU' are ]pm 
jmring tt^ way for the restoration of the 
true cfatirc)i« Beelxebub is cai/ting oat 
Beelzebah. They are dbing this in many 
ways : they havetadght the people thene- 
c^siiy of being certain of their dwn sal* 



valion^ but thefe. is na certainty upon 
whiicb tbemiad can rest except it be upon 
tbe abflolTUig power. of AQ infallijblechur^; 
they haye recoocUed l;heia to a ^dief that 
th^ age of, miraclea is not past^-^no. saint 
has^reco^rdcd bo many of himself a^ Wess 
ley ; and. they have broken them in to the 
yoke of confesniutj wbi<4i is whajt focmenf 
ly. so intolerably . galled . their rebellioiis 
necks. Wbateyeri in fact, in metbodism is 
different foam the established cbusch, is 
to be fonnd in the practifes of the irae 
church ; its. pf etensioais to novelty are £d^ 
lacious ; it haa^only revived what here> nnp 
happily^ had jhtecome obsolete^ apd.has 
worsened whatever it. has altered. Hence 
it is that they make converts among every: 
people except the Catholics,; which makes 
them say^ in ^their blindness, that atheism 
is be.i(ter th^ popery^ fiir of* an ath^ 
thfiteis hQpe;^ but a papist uirrepjaimable: 
TT.that is, they can overthrow tbe sandy 
foundations of human error^ but not the^ 
riQck of jtratb • Opx priests have npt ibon4 
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tbem so initiBeible^ a nephew of Wesley 
liimselfj the son of his brother and col- 
ogne, wasj in his own life^time^iecliunied, 
and brought withm the fold of the Chnrch. 

Wesley was often accused of being a 
Jesuit ;'--wooM to Heavmi the imputation 
had been trae t but his abominable opi- 
nions lespectiBg good ircirks made a gulf 
between him and the church as wide as 
that between DiTCs and Lazarlis. Perhaps^ 
if it had not been for this accusation^ he 
would have approadbed still nearer to it^ 
and enjoined celibacy to his preachers^ in- 
stead of only recommending it. 

The paroxysms and epilepsies of enthu- 
siasm are now no longer heard -of among 
these people^— -g€K>d proof that they were 
real in the beginning of the sect. Occa* 
sionally an instance happens, and when it 
begins the disease runs through the parti- 
cular congregation ; this is'catted a gre^t 
revival of religion in thatplace^ but there 
it ends. Such instances are rare^ and 
groaning and sobbing supply the place of 

6 
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fits and convulsions. I know a lady who 
was one day questioning a beggar woman 
concerning her way of life^ and the woman 
told her she had been one of my lady's 
groaners, which ' she explained by saying 
that she was hired at so much a week to 
attend at Lady Huntingdon's chapel, and 
groan during the sermon. The countess 
of Huntingdon was the great patroness of 
Whitfield, and his preachers were usually 
called by her name, — ^which they have now 
df opt for the better title of Evangelical^. 

Notwithstanding the precautions which 
the Methodisis hare taken to keep their 
preachers -dependent upon the general 
body, the sttodard of revolt is sometimes 
erected ; and a successful rebel establishes 
a little kingdom of his own. One of these 
independent chieftains has published an 
account of himself, which he calls God 
the Guardian of the Poor and the Bank of 
Faith. His name is William Huntington, 
and he styles himself S. S. which signifies 
Sinner Saved. 



Hie tale which this man- tells is truly 
ourioos. He .was originally a coal-heaver^ 
one of those .m^ whose occupation and 
singular appearance i have noticed in a 
^nner letter; but finding praying and 
preaching a knore promising trade» he Yen^ 
tncecl upon the experiment of liTing by 
fiaith alone^ and the experiment has an- 
sweied. Tl^e man had talents^ and sooq> 
ojitained hearers* It was easy to let them 
know, witl|out asking for either, that he 
relied upon them for food and clothing. 
At first supplies c^me ii^ slowly,— a pound 
of tea and a pound of sugar at a time, and 
sometio^es an old .suit of cfethes. As he 
got more hearers they found out that it 
was for their credit he should make a bet- 
ter i^>peanince in the world. If at any 
time things ^d not come when they were 
wanted, he prayed for them, knowing well 
where hU prayers would be heard. As a 
specimen, take a stoiy which I shall annex 
in his own words, that the original may 
prove the truth of the translation^ which 
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might else not unreasonably be sus** 
pected. 

^ Having now had my horse ifoi some 
time, and riding a gxeat deal e^ery week, 
I soon wore my bw§eeha out, as they were 
not fit to ride in. I hope the reader. wiQ 
excuse my mentioning the word breeches, 
whicfh I should have avoided^ had not kbb 
passage of scripture obtruded into my 
mind, just as I had resolved in tny owb 
thoughts not to mention this kind provi-i' 
dence of God* ^ And thou i^it maire 
linen breeches to cover their nakedness ; 
from. the loins even unto the thighs sbaU 
they reach,' &c* Exod.,xsviii. 4^ 43. By 
which and three oth^s^ (namely^ £zeb; 
xliv. 18; Lev. vi« 10; and. Lev. xvi. 4^) 
I saw that it was no crime to mention the 
word breetheB, nor the way in which God 
sent them to me; Aaron and bis: sons 
being clothed entirely by Prj^vidence ; and 
aa God himself condescended to giv« or- 
ders what they should be made of, and 

VOL» II. R 
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how they should be cut^ and I believe the 
same God ordered mine^ as I trust it will 
appear in the following history. 
, ^' The scripture tells us to cali no man 
master^ for one is our master^ even Christ* 
I therefore told my most bountiful and 
ever-adored master what I wanted; and 
lie^ who stripped Adam and Eve of their 
fig-leaved aprons, and made coats of skins 
and clothed them; and who clothes the 
grass of the fields which to-day is, and to- 
morrow is cast into the oven ; must clothe 
us, or we shall soon go naked ; and so 
Israel found it when God took; away his 
wool,' and his flax, which th^y prepared 
for Baal: for which iniquity was their 
skirts discovered, and their heels made 
bare* Jen xiii; £2. 

'^ I often made very free in my prayers 
with my valuable Master for this favour, 
but he stiil jupt me so amazingly poor 
that I could not get them at any rate.' At 

llist I was determined to go to a friend of 

6 
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mine- at Kingston^ who is of that branch 
of business; to bespeak a pair; and to get 
him to tmst me until my Master sent me 
money to pay him* I was that day going 
to London^ fully determined to bespeak 
them as I rode through the town. How- 
ever^ when I passed the shop I forgot it ; 
but when! came to London. I called on 
Mr.Croocher, .a shoemaker in Shepherd's 
Market^ who. told me a parcel was left 
there for me, but what it was h^ knew 
not. I opened it, and behold there was a 
pair of leather breeches with a note in 
them !, the substance of which was. to the 
best of my remembrance, as follows : 

'« ' SIB, 

'' ^ 1 have sent you a pair of breeches, and 
hope they. will fit. I beg your acceptance 
of them ; and, if they want.any alteration, 
leaye in a note what the alteration is, and 
I will call in a few days and alter them. 

'J.S.' 

'' I tried them on, and they fitted as well 
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a» if I had been measured for ihem: at 
vbioh I was amased^ baving sever been 
fiMasnred: by any kdiher-breedbes maker 
wdJondon. I Wrote an answer tp the nofee 
ti^this efiett : 

'''SIR, 

'' ' I rec^md ymr (nresent, and ibaak 
ycfB for it. I was g&ing to order a |>air;of 
leather breedtev t6 be^made, becaose T did 

• 

dottlmow tiiivowthat liiy Master bad Jb^ 
spoke tfatm of yon. They £t Ter^ wcM; 
lafaocb iidly ccorhices me Ibat the same 
God, who moved thy beart to give, guided 
tby hitqd to ^cat ; beoaate ' he perfectly 
knows my size, Iranng cbthed me in a 
miraculous manner for near ^ve years. 
When yoQ are in trouUe, air, Iiioj[)e yon 
will iiblk my Master of this,^ and wiMt you 
have idoae for me, and he will repay you 
irhh bbnour.' 

'' l^ii is as nearly as I am able to relate 
it ; and I added : 

^' ' I cannot m^dce oat L S. aniestf I put 
I. for Israelite indeed, and S. for Sincerity 9 
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because you did not ' sound a trumpet be- 
fore you^ as the hypocrites do/ \ . 

'^ About ; that time twelvemonth I got 
another, pair of breeches in the same ex<- 
traordinary manner^ without my ever be^ 
ing measured for them." 
. Step by stepj by .drawing on his Master, 
as he calls him, and persuading the con- 
gregation to accept his draft, this Sinner 
Saved has got two chapels of his own, a 
bouse in the country, and a coach to car- 
ry him backwards and forwards. 

. My curiosity was greatly excited to see 
the author of this book, which is not only 
' curious for the matter which it contains, 
but is also written with much unaffected 
originality. I went accordingly to Provi* 
deoce ChapeL It has three galleries, buUt 
one above another like a theatre ; for, when 
he. wanted to enlarge it, an exorbitant 
ground-rent was demanded : ^' So,** says 
thedoctbr, as.bexalls himself, ''^Ae heavens, 
even the . heavens, are the Lor/Ts ;. but the 
ffMih hath he givicn to the children, qf men. 
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<-^Findiiig nothing could be donemtiitite 
earthrholders, I ti^nied my eyes mioiiiier 
^mj, and detcfrmined to boild mf$torieM 
m the heaven (Amos tx« €•)> ^h«re I A6ald 
find more xoom^ and lesstcnl/' Thefjlttoe^ 
however^ notwithstanding ita gnaiiic^g;lit^ 
w«B 80 orowdied, thai 1 could w^tti dH&- 
cnlty find sta&diBg vomn m th^ door-^way^ 
The doctor Was thinned on Ugh in thfi 
middle of the cbapel^-^in a higher j^^it 
than I have etirer leea elsewhcfr^ t he iiii 
fat^ little-eyed tnan^ with a dew^lap athis 
chln^ and a yeWel Toioe f who> instead' of 
stndniiigf himself Vy speaking loud^ co^ 
fesees irhatl he days moi*e easily by a ag^ 
nificant nod of the head. St Jeconie haa 
aimost propheticrily described hitny-^-ontf* 
mdo eras pede, modo nom 9ohm cakeata^ 
$ed et omato: tune pexA iumcAf ei mtgfA 
tukiculd vestiebaris wrdUaimsy et pdtHdms^ 
et caUomm' cpere gatitami mamim, maic 
Hum et sericit vedibm, et^ Atrabatum et 
Idtodicea ikdu$iuMi$ amatim incedit; rw- 
bucmi ^ittt cutit, eomte in oceipitium 
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frontemqtK tommdur, pr0ten9m eU aftm^' 
Ue$h$, ifm^pmt humeri^ tw^et guiiurf 
et de ebem faueibus tix mffocatd 'Virbu 
pmuMut. His cmgxegation looked ks if 
A§y :wetfe ak^Bfij bo near tiie fire iuid 
lMri[fflfit6fi^> that ihe fwnfes had colomfed 
tli^r cdmpleidottBw They h^d as distinct) 
A jkiy^Aoguofmy as di^ JeWs> with it dismsl 
^spressioftof spiiritual pride in it^ as if tfaey 
fitmly beKeved in the reprobaiion of every 
b6dy except thems^hes* 

It "would be rash, and probably unjust, 
to call this man a rogue^ He may fancy 
faiiDEiself to be really diyinely favoured^ be^ 
caittej like Eiijiah, he is fed by ravens/-* 
not'irettiembering that his ravens are tame 
ones, whom he has tnuned to bring him 
food. The success of his owft pretensions 
may make hitn believe them* Thus it is.: 
the poor solitary madman who calls him<^ 
self Ambassador from the Man in the 
Moon, is confined as a madman, becanse 
he can persuade nobody to believe him|«^ 
but he who calls himself Ambassador from 
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the Lord is creditodj and suffered to go at 
lai^.; the mQmeiit'that madness bec<Haes. 
contagious it is safe ! . c. ; > 

HuntiogfcmV success has occasioned 
imitators^ aae of whooiy who had former- 
ly been a drover of. cattle^ insisted, upon 
^Ting a carriage also ; he obtained it^.and 
U imitation of the S. S. placed upon it 
A. I. C. for Ambassador of Jesus Christ L 
Then he called upon bis congregation for 
horses^ and now threatens to leave them 
because they are so unreasonable as to de- 
mur ikt finding corn for them. The plroof^ 
he.says^ of their being true. Christians is 
their readiness to suf^ort the preiM^hers of 
the Gospel. Another of these fellows. told 
his congregation one day after service^ 
that he wanted. 300/. for the 'work of the 
Lordj and must have it directly* They 
subscsibed what money they had about 
themi and some would then have. gone 
home for. more;*— be. said No^ that would 
not . do ; he wanted it immediately^ and 
they .must go : into the vestry and . givt 
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checks upon their bankers — which they 
obediently did.— And the English call us 
a priest-ridden people ! 

Morality^ says one of these faith- 
preachers — is the great Antichrist. There 
are two roads to the devil^ which are 
equally sure ; the one is by profaneness^ 
the other by good works ; and the de?il 
likes 'the latter way best^ because people 
expect to be saved by it^ and so are taken 
in. — ^You will smile at all thisj and say 

Que quien sigue locos en loco se muds, 
Segun que lo dize el viejo refran : * 

but you will also groan in spirit o?er this 
poor deluded country, once so fruitful in 
saints and martyrs. 

* That he who fc^ws madmen becomes mad 
himflelf> as the old proverb says.— Ta. 
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